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CHURCH NEWS
THE BENEFICE OF GREAT BARTON AND THURSTON: APPOINTMENT OF VICAR
The churchwardens are pleased to share with you the
following announcement made at St Peter’s Church on
Sunday 27th June 2021.

A date for Ben’s Licensing will be conﬁrmed in due course.
The Bishop has asked me to pass on his thanks to the
parish representatives and all those involved in the
process of Ben’s appointment, and he assures you of his
prayers. Please pray for Ben, his wife Caroline and their
children, Dora, Bertie and Trinity as they prepare for their
move.

The Right Revd. Martin Seeley, the Bishop of St
Edmundsbury and Ipswich, is delighted to announce
that The Revd. Ben Edwards has been appointed as Vicar
of The Beneﬁce of Great Barton and Thurston. Ben is
currently Assistant Curate at St Edmundsbury Cathedral.

GREAT BARTON AND THURSTON BENEFICE SERVICES JULY 2021
For the ﬁrst time since returning to worship at church, we are able to offer an 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
service. At present there will be one a month at each of our churches. Please see below for details of these and
our other church services.

The following services will take place in the Benefice:
Sunday 4th July: Holy Communion at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 10.30am
Sunday 11th July: Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s, Thurston at 8.00am
Holy Communion at St Peter’s, Thurston at 10.30am
Sunday 18th July: Holy Communion (BCP) at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 8.00am
Holy Communion at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 10.30am
Sunday 25th July: Holy Communion at St Peter’s Thurston at 10.30am
BCP: Book of Common Prayer

Due to the legislation regarding social distancing, numbers in church are limited so please let us know if you are
planning to attend a service.
Please contact:
For services at Great Barton, Tim Frost: 07840 249448 or email timfr0st@yahoo.co.uk
For services at Thurston, Pat Sadler: 07552 234443 or email patsadler@hotmail.com
Please check our noticeboard, pew sheet, Facebook pages or the beneﬁce website for any changes and updated
information: http://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

More information about the
Benefice of Holy Innocents Church, Gt. Barton
and St Peter’s Church, Thurston
can be found on Facebook
or on our joint website

St Peter’s Church contacts

www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

Irene Churchus for Funerals 230652

You can contact: Joy Bolwell for Baptisms 231301
Pat Sadler for Weddings 230865
Secretary: Gillian Bush 271704
Treasurer : Catriona Addison 07931 199721
Churchwardens: Irene Churchus 230652
& Pat Sadler 230865

PRAYER HELPLINE
If you or someone you know needs prayerful support,
you can ring one of the following numbers.
We offer a listening ear and will offer to pray for and
with you.
Alf Nightingale - 01359 231155
Christopher Wells - 01359 231573

HOME COMMUNION AND VISITS
Unfortunately these have all been cancelled
until further notice.
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CHURCH LETTER
The writer Maya Angelou said: ‘Don’t bring negative to my door’.
She’s right. There’s nothing like being optimistic. Being hopeful
and conﬁdent about the future is undoubtedly a bonus in life.

And the implication for those whose invitation gets turned
down or those noticing the gap in the attendance at the club or
activity is give it time. For the moment that is part of the new
normal for a signiﬁcant number of people.

But sometimes it is easier said than felt. A friend of mine will
no doubt be on the phone in the next month to say, “Oh dear,
the nights are drawing in, aren’t they?” as the sun sets around
9pm rather than well after it. Nothing like being upbeat!

Set against the background of how hard people have worked
in so many sectors, health, schools, services to keep us safe,
fed and well for example, the worry some carry about getting
back into society, the life of our village may seem ‘small beer’.
For others it is not.

When we look back and reflect on the impact of COVID and
then look ahead, we are certainly aware of sadness and tragedy,
yet positivity can be found in many ways.

The schools, the shops, the church, the library, the venues
where we can meet, the services and councils we use – all
have behind them dedicated people who are there for us in
our village. And we know, when we need them, the specialists
like doctors and other health services beyond our village will
always respond.

Many have found new hobbies and interests - reading,
gardening, baking, cycling, walking, for example.
We have a new vocabulary: ‘self-isolation’, ‘social distancing’,
‘Zoom’, ‘lockdown’, plus various new items we need to have at
hand every time we venture out: facemasks and sanitiser. How
life has changed.

So, as COVID becomes part of our way of life rather than
inhibiting what we can do, thank you to everyone who has
stepped up in their work, volunteered, and now continues to
help out in our village.

For some in our community of Thurston, accepting things are
different, being optimistic and getting back to what we may
come to regard as ‘the new normal’ will be straightforward.
But for others, it’s not so easy.

Hymn
Sing

You kept things going and are now thinking how to provide for
the future.

A radio interview with a psychologist last month was revealing.
She said, ‘Don’t be hard on yourself. If you don’t feel like going
out yet, are wary of accepting an invitation to a meal at a
friend’s or neighbour’s house, or don’t at the moment want to
join in a group activity you went to in the past’.
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Hymn
Sing
Sing

Join with others to
sing hymns/worship
Join with others to
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by
singtogether
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Fridays 2:30 – 3:00pm Zoom

Fridays
2:30week
– 3:00pm
New theme
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participants

Join with
to
Thank you for ‘not bringing negative
to our others
door’.
sing hymns/worship
songs together by
Zoom

Richard Fawcett

Fridays 2:30 – 3:00pm
New theme each week
Hymns and songs chosen by participants
Simply go to www.zoom.us to join the meeting using
these details:
Meeting ID: 979 9398 9383
Passcode: 315656
Landline dial by your location
0203 901 7895 United Kingdom 0208 080 6591 United Kingdom
0208 080 6592 United Kingdom 0330 088 5830 United Kingdom

If you would like to choose a hymn, please
email: togetherwesing@gmail.com by Thursday morning

Hymns and songs chosen by participants
go to www.zoom.us to join the meeting using
details:to join the meeting using
Simply go tothese
www.zoom.us
these details:
Meeting ID:
9398 9383
We 979
are planning
a programme for the next few months, and hope to be able to
Meeting ID:meet
979 9398
9383 distanced - in church as soon as we are allowed.
- socially
Passcode: 315656
Passcode: 315656
For more information about us

Landline dial by your location
1 7895 United Kingdom
United Kingdom
please get
Landline 0208
dial by080
your6591
location
0 6592
United
Kingdom
0330 088
5830
United
Kingdom
0203
901 7895
United Kingdom
0208
080 6591
United
Kingdom
Joy Bolwell
0208 080 6592 United Kingdom
0330Branch
088 5830Leader,
United Kingdom

01359
231301,ajoybolwell@hotmail.com
If you would like
to choose
hymn, please
If
you
would
like
to
choose
a hymn, please
togetherwesing@gmail.com by Thursday
morning
email: togetherwesing@gmail.com by Thursday morning

in touch with:
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Jill Rood Branch Secretary,
01359 231647, theroods@waitrose.com

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BURY ST. EDMUNDS AND DISTRICT
Churches Together is an affiliation of Christian Churches of all denominations, in town and village churches in and around Bury St. Edmunds.

Our next big event is planned to be a Summer Celebration in the Abbey Gardens on the afternoon of
NEW DATE: SUNDAY 8TH AUGUST.
1.30 pm – 4.15 pm.
All churches and groups, families as well as individuals, are invited to bring a picnic to have on the grass near the
‘Dovecote’ (to the left of the play area as you approach through the gardens from the Abbeygate).
There will be a stage, and some churches / schools will have a music slot to sing and play including some worship
songs, and there is still some space in the programme.
This will be an opportunity to hear various styles of worship, and a children’s show.
This will be from 1.30 pm until 3.30 pm.
At 3.30 pm we shall have a joint ‘Songs of Praise’ service with a choice of hymns/songs from different churches, to
ﬁnish by 4.15 pm.
All are welcome to bring gazebos (in case of heat or showers), your own church or school banner or sign.
Of course, everyone can use the café to get tea/ice creams, and the public toilets are nearby.
We have much “more in common than divides us” and this is an opportunity to have a united Summer Celebration,
to share God’s love for all.
Churches Together in Bury St. Edmunds and District involves churches and organisations across our town and up to a
12-mile radius. We are 50 individual churches / organisations altogether, and of most Christian denominations (listed
on our web-site).
Heather Corbell. corbell.hm@gmail.com
Chair, Churches Together in Bury St. Edmunds and District.
Web-site – Churches Together: in St. Edmundsbury and District

Summer Quiz

Answers to June Quiz
1.

The Song of Solomon/The Song of Songs is a book of the
bible that does not contain the word God.
2. Messidor, Thermidor and Fructidor are months of the
French Revolutionary calendar.
3. The Jumblies went to sea in a sieve.
4. Perth is the remotest city in the world.
5. Aston Villa is the football team named after a building.
6. IT stands for Information Technology.
7. The Battle of the Somme took place in Picardy.
8. Thomas Trotter plays the organ.
9. Lonicera is the Latin name for Honeysuckle.
10. March 1st, March17th, April 23rd and November 30th,
are the feast days of St David, St Patrick, St George and St
Andrew – the British patron saints.

1.

How many stations (some above ground) are there on
the London Tube?
2. What was Capability Brown famous for?
3. Who wrote the epic poem Hiawatha?
4. Mount Rushmore has some US Presidents carved in it.
In which State is Mount Rushmore?
5. High Street bank HSBC – what do the letters stand for?
6. How many grandchildren did Queen Victoria have?
7. What is epistaxis?
8. Why would you not want to have come into contact
with Little Boy and Fat Man?
9. Who used to perform with his City Slickers?
10. What sort of animal was Mick the Miller?

Important Notice Thurston Parochial Church Council (PCC)
While we do our best to ensure the ﬁrms and organisations that advertise in
Thurston Newsletter are reputable, we can give no guarantee that they will fulﬁl
their obligations under all circumstances. Readers deal with them at their own risk.
The views, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by contributors in text and
advertisement do not necessarily reflect those of Thurston PCC.
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THE NEW THURSTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY ACADEMY
John Bayes is a Headteacher with an opportunity of a lifetime.
In September the new school year will begin. And what a
beginning it will be for Thurston CE Primary Academy. John will
be leading the school in the amazing new building on Norton
Road. Excitement will be in the air as pupils, parents and staff
arrive on the ﬁrst day of term.
Before then a lot will have happened.
Barnes Construction will have completed the building. All the
planning and hard work to create the school will have paid off.
It will be ready and waiting.
What is often described as ‘the long summer holidays’ will be
anything but that for the school staff. Just as the removal men
have to be booked ahead for a house move when the van is
packed with furniture and belongings, so they have been to
move the furniture from the current school site on School Road.
The desks and chairs, along with all the other school kit, will have
been packed up and labelled by the staff after the end of the
summer term. The labelling will make sure it is all delivered to
the appropriate rooms towards the end of the holiday. Then all
the unpacking and sorting out will take place.

Linking with the community is important to John Bayes and the
school. Thurston Library is down the road and links are already
planned. And the school will be available for the Thurston
community to use.

So, what will the new school be like? Concertus Design and
Property Consultants and Barnes Construction who are
overseeing the project have worked closely with the school to
identify learning opportunities for pupils and integrate them into
the existing school curriculum.

So, with all the excitement, when will be the chance to get
involved and walk into the building for the ﬁrst time? Plans are to
invite children and parents to look round the school just before
opening in September. Watch out for details if that means you!

As Thurston grows, so will the network of paths and cycleways.
When the school is open, children and parents will be encouraged
to use them to walk and scoot to school.

The new school really is a new start and an important part of
Thurston’s journey: the wonderful building and, as far as possible,
new equipment will bring fresh opportunities to Thurston’s
children. And as families with primary-aged children move to
Thurston, the school looks forward to welcoming them.

The two-storey building will have spacious classrooms and
purpose-built, interactive whiteboards; there will also be
specialist rooms such as a dance studio and a room for art,
design technology and science. There will a library and large hall.
The new catering equipment will have been installed ready to
produce meals every day the school is open. There will also be an
outdoor classroom for stimulate interest in gardening: watch out
for the produce stall!

You can understand why Headteacher John Bayes and Deputy
Headteacher Amanda Wigzell are excited. All best wishes to
them and their team in these busy next few months.
Richard Fawcett

All the current staff will be moving to the new school. There will
be four additional, new staff bringing specialist skills such as
dance, languages, English and maths.
How does John Bayes envisage the all-important teaching will be
organised? He, and Deputy Headteacher, Amanda Wigzell have
been working with staff to create some new ways of working with
opportunities for pupils to continue to work in age groups as well
as new mixed age group lessons. At the moment there are seven
classes: in the new school there will be ten.
Thurston Preschool will be onsite too; children aged 2½ to
5 will be in their own building alongside the primary school.
They will be using the school for breakfast club and after school
too. The aim is to provide seamless care and the best preparation
for moving to primary education.
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