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November’s Parish Letter
Rev’d Ben Edwards
"I’m currently sat in a home decreasing in homeliness. The walls are bare, and I’m
surrounded by more and more space as the days progress. Familiar items are
disappearing, packed into boxes marked ‘Living Room stuff’, ‘Toys, various, need
sorting’ and ‘Thurible, Church stuff’, but mostly ‘Books’
By the time these words are read, my family and I will have moved to Great
Barton, and I will have been the Vicar of Great Barton and Thurston for a whole
month. Finally, I’ll be able to do those things I’ve been looking forward to – giving
these new hiking boots a wearing in, enjoy a pub lunch, make a start on chopping
firewood for next year and settling the children in to village life.
Above all though, I’m looking forward to being amongst the people of Thurston
and Great Barton. Being the person, you see at Christmas time, at the Carol
Concert or the Crib Service. Or at Midnight Mass. Being the person who
remembers with you those who fought and died for our country on Remembrance
Sunday. Being the person who welcomes your children or grandchildren into God’s
family with you with oil, water, and light. Being the person who helps you
celebrate your love for each other. Being the person who commends your soul to
God and holds your loved ones when they grieve. Being the person who listens to
you, when you’re doing well, when you’re doing not so well, when you’re not sure
where else to turn. Being the person who can help you be part of something
bigger than yourself, bigger than anyone or anything. Being the person who helps
you to find the still, small voice of God inside you, loving you, to the end of time
and beyond. Being a light bringer. Being a uniter. Being a member of your
churches. Being your priest.
Because Holy Innocents Church Great Barton & St Peter’s Church Thurston
are your churches. They are your place to be, your communities to join, to
support, to stand with as we set about doing the work of God in this place. To love
the people that we live amongst, to help you flourish in life, to pray for you,
celebrate with you, lament with you and love with you.
Whenever you need us - need God who works through us – our churches will
respond as best we can to your call. Every one of you.
ALL of you.
Because the box marked ‘Church Stuff’ is full of things for you. And you’re
welcome to unpack it when you need it."
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Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services
November 2021
Sunday 7th November:
Holy Communion (BCP) at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 8.00am
Holy Communion at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 10.30am
Sunday 14th November:
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s, Thurston at 8.00am
Remembrance Service at St Peter’s, Thurston at 10.45am at War Memorial
Remembrance Service at Holy Innocents, Gt Barton at 10.45am at War Memorial
Sunday 21st November:
Holy Communion at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 10.30am
Sunday 28th November:
Advent Service at St Peter’s Thurston at 10.30am
Advent Carols at Holy Innocents Church Gt Barton 4.00pm
(BCP Book of Common Prayer)
There is no longer a requirement to book a place to attend a service. However, we
are strongly encouraged to retain our QR code poster and maintain a logbook
containing attendees’ contact details. This is to help the NHS Test and Trace. Both
our churches will then use a checklist to record all persons attending a service.
Please check our noticeboard, pew sheet, Facebook pages or the benefice website
for any changes and updated information:
http://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk
Facebook pages:
Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-GreatBarton685807921585678/
St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston1790473917903849/
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Holy Innocents Church
Great Barton
CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Saturday, 20 November
Church Institute 10:00-12:00
Come and enjoy a natter with friends and
neighbours.
Cake Stall, Draw, Bric-a-Brac, Gifts, Books,
Craft Stalls, Coffees and Teas
Needed: donations of goods for the stalls. Bring to the Institute by 9:30 on the
day, or ring: Linda Scoles (01359) 230 392 for collection.

Christmas Tree Festival

Saturday, 11 December 10:00-4:00
Sunday, 12 December 12:00-4:00
Christmas is coming! The annual Christmas Tree Festival
will again usher in the season of goodwill and joy in our
village. The theme this year will be:
‘Christmas Old and New’
Donations to the Church Fabric Fund requested, or a gift for a child of at least
£5:00 value to be given to Social Services to distribute to children who might not
have a gift on Christmas morning. Gifts may be wrapped and labelled with age
and gender, or we will wrap them at the Church.
If your family or club would like to decorate a tree for the festival, please contact
Linda Scoles (01359) 230392 for information.
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Go tell the
people !
conducted by Martyn
accompanied by Dan
presented by

Bagnall

Soper

Brian Robinson

Holy Innocents’
Gt Barton, IP31 2QS
Saturday 27 November, 2021
7:30pm
Entry Free

with retiring collection in aid of …
Holy Innocents Church
stained glass window
Fund

&

Maggie’s Cambridge
www.maggiescentres.org

Visit our Facebook page @AbbotConsortofVoices or email
abbot@auracle.co.uk
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From a Gardeners Notebook, November 2021
Whether you believe that the darkness is the
original state, or that its powers are lost when the
cockcrows, November days are certainly short and
inclement for the gardener. The angle of the sun
gives a beautiful mellow light in autumn, and when
the day is blessed by sunshine it seems to feel longer.
No pruning this month you will be glad to hear, but plenty of other jobs to do
instead. Plant your tulips this month, in pots or borders. Bed the bulbs on kilndried sand; this can be obtained from any good building suppliers. The sand will
aid drainage, it will also stop the bulbs from going mouldy. Many people plant
wall flowers as companions to tulips. They make a very nice combination. Broad
beans can be sown now too, Aguadulce is a good variety to plant in November.
The beans will be an early harvest, also planting now prevents them being
attacked by black fly. Also sow sweet peas for an early flower harvest.
Lift any gladioli bulbs and dry them for next year, lift outdoor begonias ready for
storage also. Why not try storing geraniums, in a box in a frost-free shed or
stable. When the plants begin to shoot in March or April repot them and you will
have them for another season.
I love sitting in the dry when it is raining outside, cleanings canes and stakes ready
for the next seasons delphs and peonies. There is always something to do in our
gardens.
It is a challenge to find wildflowers blooming in winter, a search can be rewarding
nevertheless. The evergreen gorse has flowers throughout the year.
O cruel and remorseless winter, like the other seasons, I love your beauty.
Wet or dry, happy gardening,
Sincerely Mary.
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Your recipe for November 2021
This month’s recipe is kindly provided by Kate Laidler
Cranks* carrot, apple and cashew nut soup
450g carrots, peeled and roughly chopped
1 large onion, chopped
1 small potato, peeled (or scrubbed) and chopped
1 large cooking apple, chopped
50g butter
1 litre vegetable stock
75g cashew nuts
Salt and pepper
Melt the butter in a large saucepan and sauté the vegetables and apple for five
minutes. Add the nuts, stock and plenty of seasoning and simmer for 30 minutes
until the vegetables are soft. Blend until smooth.
(* Cranks refers to the wonderful wholefood/vegetarian restaurants in London
back in the day, and their recipe books, not to the people who make this soup on a
regular basis.)
Bonus recipe
I found this ‘recipe’ on the internet and it is the best household cleaner I have ever
used.
Mix together one cup of water, one cup of white vinegar, one tablespoon of
washing-up liquid, three drops of clove oil (works wonders against mould) and
about 12 drops of your favourite essential oil. Pour into an empty spray bottle. I
use lemon washing-up liquid and tangerine essential oil – citrus goes well with
clove oil.
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Message from your treasurer
Firstly, I would like to thank you all for your ongoing support over the last 18
months. Without your financial contributions we would be in a very difficult
position.
It is great to see activities starting up again. But this means it is time to ensure
that we put in place a number of recommendations that were made when our
books were examined.
1. All monies to be paid into the church should be counted by two people and
the amount recorded on the appropriate form. There are forms in the vestry
for counting collections after a service. For other types of income, I will be
placing the appropriate forms in the church and in the church institute, or
they can be downloaded from the Church website.
2. Any bills or invoices should be passed to me for payment from the church
account wherever possible. Payment should not be made by individuals who
then ask for reimbursement. (I appreciate this is not possible for expenses
for food for social events.)
3.

All claims should also be made on a claim form, with the receipt/invoice
attached. Again, these will be placed in the church and institute and on the
website.

4. Hopefully putting these procedures in place will satisfy our examiner next
time the books are looked at. Thank you for your help with this.
Thank You
Kathy Drakes
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Your help needed

It is great to see so many people back in church now. But as we come back
together many people who used to help have had to stop because of health
issues, or they may not yet be ready to come back to church. We thank them for
all their help in the past. During lockdown many activities had stopped but we
now need your help to start them up again. We would love to hear from you if
you'd like to find out more about joining in with:

1. Church Cleaning. Our church wardens have worked very hard to keep our
church clean and tidy during the last 18 months and we are very grateful.
But this should not just fall to them; they do so much to keep our church and
services going. We need a few people who would be willing to clean the
church on a rota basis. The more volunteers we have, the less onerous it is
on everyone. If you would like to know more, please contact either of the
church wardens.
2. We are thrilled to be providing teas and coffees and biscuits after church
again on Sundays. This gives us a chance to catch up with everyone. But
again, this is falling to just a couple of people and we need more people to
help to enable this to continue. If you would like to be involved, again on a
rota basis, or you would like to know more about what is involved, please
contact Linda Scoles (01359) 230392
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Meeting Point Community Café
We are pleased to confirm that our Meeting Point
Community Cafe has opened again following a very long
break. Initially we are holding it on a fortnightly basis.
We are open on the following Wednesdays during 2021.
10th November.
24th November.
8th December.
22nd December.
To see further updates please visit our Benefice website:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk
or The Messenger website: http://themessengergtbarton.suffolk.cloud
We are open from 10.00am to 2.00pm.

THE MOTHERS UNION
We are pleased to announce that both Great Barton and Thurston MU have now
joined together as one group.
Our Meetings begin at 2.30pm.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 9thNovember at St Peters Church (or maybe The
Rock, adjacent the church, depending upon numbers!)
Our new vicar Rev. Ben Edwards will be our speaker. Refreshments will be served
afterwards.
St Peters Christmas Bazaar will be held on Saturday 27th November which will
involve many of our MU members (see separate notice)
For more information ring Jill Rood on 01359 231647
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David Sheppard’s November Joke
OH DEAR!!
Captain we have a fire in the boiler!
Don’t panic, I can see a light at the end of the funnel

Another Thought
To know the value of sight you need to see a blind man.
To know the value of love, a mother with her child
The value of hope is the tranquillity on the face of the dying.
And the value of life?
Is for your spirit never to give up trying

If you have a favourite thought, joke, memory, holiday destination, or an
event you would like advertised in The Messenger and our website:
http://themessengergtbarton.suffolk.cloud
Please send your articles to me by the 20th of each month, for the following
months publication. Please email to me at beneficepr@gmail.com with a
Word document, PDF, or plain text on your email.
Many thanks
Peter
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Get Involved with The Messenger
Would you like to contribute to Your Messenger? We would love to hear from
you, share your favourite recipe, a funny story, your favourite holiday memory. If
you would like to share something you feel will be of interest to your neighbours
or anyone living in Gt Barton, please contact:
Tim Frost: 01284 787442 or email: timfr0st@yahoo.co.uk
Kathy Drakes: 01284 787746 or email: kathy@drakesfamily.org
The following Business Adverts are in the on-line version Supporting The Messenger.
David Martin: Vehicle Engineers. 01359 230538 admin@davidmartinmotorengineer.co.uk
Ecosweep. 01359 232335 ecosweep@live.com
FixaLeak. 01842 763165 peter@fixaleak.co.uk
Guildhall Studio. 07880 797124 jmartinzz@gmail.com www.guidhallstudio.com
John Ranson. 01284 788248 07770932799 jwransonbuilding@gmail.com
Metcalfe, Copeman, Pettefar LLP. 01842 756100 Dawn.coller@mcp-law.co.uk
Rothwells Carpet Cleaning. 01638 428060 info@rothwells.biz
Strands Hair Salon. 01359 230300 sjanef23@gmail.com
TBS Hire 01284 788122 info@tbs-hire.co.uk
The Clean Plumber. 01284 765453 justask@thecleanplumber.co.uk
The Sausage Shop. 01359 235237 kate.hitchcock@hotmail.co.uk
Home Care – Paula Drewry 079800 17043 pauladrewry@hotmail.com
ELITE FENCING & LANDSCAPING 01359 221128 trevor@elite-fencing.co.uk
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