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February 2022 Parish Letter 

Rev’d Ben Edwards 
 
 

"Forgiveness is at the heart of the Christian faith. ‘Forgive’ is amongst some of the 
final words that Christ spoke upon the Cross. When we do not forgive others, but 
hang on to the ways in which they wronged us, we allow it to have control of 
aspects of our lives. The phrase often used is ‘allow them to live in your head rent 
free’. We can become imprisoned by the holding of grudges, and it can cause us to 
be held in a sort of stasis, frozen, unable to move on and gripped with anger, rage, 
closing us off from anything other than wishing for revenge (itself an empty event) 
or yearning for someone else to make it all okay. But we know that it is us that has 
that power to move on, to forgive. 
 
Forgiveness does not mean forgetting. Christ asks that humanity is forgiven for 
sending him to the Cross to die, but he doesn’t say forget. Indeed, he asks us to 
remember his sacrifice for us upon the Cross in the Holy Communion, the breaking 
of bread and the pouring of wine to share. He wants there to be forgiveness, but 
also to remember that we are forgiven, to remember that which came before, 
lessons learnt, and turn in a new direction.	
	
I am sure to some it sounded like an apology, those words of contrition from the 
Prime Minister for the numerous transgressions of Covid restriction laws (and in 
the interests of balance, some opposition MPs were guilty of the same). They 
came after many attempts at denial and at moving the political narrative in other 
directions, but when the stark facts were revealed, only then did the penitence 
come. As sceptical as I feel about the actions of our government, my faith, deeply 
rooted in forgiveness, compels me to find forgiveness for the mistakes that our 
public servants have made. Forgiveness that flows from the foot of the Cross of 
Christ. Forgiveness, yes. But not forgetfulness." 
	
 
The Rev'd Fr Benjamin Edwards 
Vicar of Great Barton & Thurston 
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Linda Scoles 
One of my favourite things..... 

 
is seeing the Nativity Figures in place under the altar over the Christmas 
season.  Christmas 2021 was the 50th birthday of these figures.  By coincidence, 
1971 was the Scoles family's first Christmas at Holy Innocents' Church, too.  
 
The figures were at the back of the church, staged in a purpose-built stable nearly 
6 feet tall, which was far too big for their small stature.  Still, everyone who saw 
them that first year was in awe of the work that went into them and the stable, 
and how right it was to have them in the church.  The young children (there were 
80 in the Sunday School then), had to be coaxed away at the beginning of the 
service, but Revd. Vaughan Parry had them back around the stable for the Blessing 
of the Crib.  One of the little girls crept in to kiss the baby's cheek, which caused a 
lot of "Ahhhh" noises from everyone except her Mother, who was mortified. 
 
The Nativity Figures were made for the church by members of the Women's Guild 
(now part of the Mother's Union), and the Great Barton WI, one of whom had 
taken a course on puppet making at Denman College.  According to a scanty report 
from Mrs. Mary Curtis for the church records in 1992, the money for materials was 
collected from members of the congregation, Jumbles Sales, etc., organised by the 
Women's Guild.   
 
Tuition was given by Mrs. Barbara Rampling of Rushbrook, a member of the WI 
County Executive Committee, who also designed and made the heads.  By Mary 
Curtis' recollection, the figures of Mary, Joseph and the Boy Shepherd were made 
and dressed by Miss Clara Clutterham, the two Adult Shephards were made by 
Mary Curtis, and the Three Kings were made by Mrs. Winifred Cammell.  Miss 
Clutterham and Mrs. Cammel both died in 1971, before they could see their 
creations displayed.  The stable, not in use since 2012, was built by Mr. Bob 
Prentiss, who worked for Lord Fairhaven.  The stands were, Mary thought, made 
at The Forge near the Church Institute by the Reeve brothers. 
 
Mary Curtis stored the eight figures for many years under her spare bed.  I 
inherited them after Mary died, and they lived in a wardrobe in my garage for a 
few years, then had to be hung from the rafters in the attic because a mouse had 
begun to chew on the Boy Shepherd's foot. Most recently, Morris and Kathleen 
Sewter are Foster parents to them. 
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Every year the figures have to be taken to the church, undressed so their garments 
can be pressed, redressed, and put on their stands, about a 3-hour job if two are 
working together.  It can take considerably longer for just one person.    
 
In 2012, for our first Christmas Tree Festival, Revd. Alan Gates decided to reverse 
the altar as a new home for the display.  There, the figures have become the focus 
for our worship and celebration of the birth of a baby more than 2000 years 
ago.  They remind us of the Reason for the Season.    
 
They also remind me of our first Christmas in Great Barton in 1971; of the hopes 
we had of making friends here during Jim's 3-year posting with the U.S. Air 
Force.  Just as the Nativity Figures have been welcomed by this village, so, too 
were Jim and Linda Scoles, Kevin, Stacy and Kelly.  50 years have flown by.  This is 
Home.  Thank you for the Welcome. 
 
With love, Linda 
 
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saints Through the Year – 

 
MOTHER’S UNION FEBRUARY MEETING 

We meet once a month on the second Tuesdays from 2.30pm. The venue 
does vary between Gt Barton and Thurston. 
We enjoyed our AGM with a chance to chat over cakes and coffee 
afterwards. 
We are disbanding the formal committees and now have 4 ladies who will 
oversee the running of the MU – Gill, Pat S., Linda, Jill R. 
Thank you to Peter Jones for agreeing to be our treasurer again this year. 
Our February meeting will again be held at Gt Barton Institute when we 
shall be enjoying some simple crafting – cost £2.00 per head. 
Our March meeting is on Friday 4th as we shall be involved with the World 
Day of Prayer within each village so will be looking for Volunteers for 
readings!   

 

For more information Pat is on 01284 705540 or Jill 01359 231647 
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Saints Through the Year February 2022 

St Scholastica 

St Scholastica, apart from having a cool name, was the twin sister of St Benedict, 
founder of western monasticism and of the Benedictine Order, with which Holy 
Innocents has a connection through the Abbey which once stood in Bury St 
Edmunds. 

Our knowledge of Scholastica comes from just two chapters in The Life of 
Benedict by St Gregory the Great. We find there that at an early age she entered 
the religious life and became abbess of a convent near her brother’s monastery in 
Monte Cassino. The accounts of her last days illustrate an affectionate yet 
competitive spirit between her and her brother, and also gives us something of a 
‘monastic parable’ about the power and virtue of love over unbending devotion to 
rules. 

Benedict and Scholastica had a custom of meeting once a year in a house between 
their respective monasteries to spend the day talking about faith and spiritual 
matters. One year, as twilight fell, Scholastica pleaded Benedict to spend the 
night, so that they might continue to discuss the joy of eternal life in heaven. 
Benedict refused, however, saying he could not ignore the monastic rules he lived 
by. Scholastica began to pray, and as if from nowhere a fierce thunderstorm hit 
the area, making travelling quite impossible. “What have you done?” exclaimed 
Benedict. Scholastica gently replied, “I asked you, but you were unwilling to listen 
to me. I asked my Lord and He listened to me.” 

 

And so they continued their discussions into the night, and “had their spiritual fill 
of talk”. It was their last meeting. Scholastica died three days later. Benedict had 
her buried in the tomb he had prepared for himself, so that even in death they 
were together in body as they were in life together in mind. 

That we might seek always to conduct our lives according to love over and above 
what we consider to be the rules, St Scholastica, pray for us!" 

 
Rev’d Fr Ben 
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The Messenger. 
 

The current version of the Messenger has been going for a year, both in 
printed form and on-line.  New people have been added to the list of those 
requiring a printed copy, and I am often asked how much is it? 

 

It is our intention to continue to offer the Messenger in printed form free of 
charge, but should you feel inclined to contribute, we would welcome an 
annual donation, if you so wish, to help with the cost of paper and printing. 

 

Thank you 

Tim 
 

200 Club Draw for December 2021 

 

The draw was made by Rosemary Barbrooke on 22nd January 2022 

£100   Norman Blades (147) 

£25    John Clarke (151) 

Tim Frost 

Administrator 
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Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services 

 February 2022 

 

Sunday 6th February:  
Holy Communion (BCP) at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 8.00am 
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s, Thurston at 10.30am 
Evensong at St Peter’s, Thurston at 3.30pm 
 
Sunday 13th February: 
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents, Gt Barton at 10.30am 
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s, Thurston at 10.30am 
 
Sunday 20th February: 
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s Thurston at 8.00am 
Benefice Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents, Gt Barton at 10.30am 
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents, Gt Barton at 3.30pm 
 
Sunday 27th February:  
Benefice Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s, Thurston at 10.30am 
 
 
 

(BCP Book of Common Prayer) 
(CW Common Worship) 
 

  

Please check our noticeboard, pew sheet, Facebook pages or the benefice website 
for any changes and updated information: 
http://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 

Facebook pages:  
Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-
Barton685807921585678/ 
 

 St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/ 
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Your Recipe for February 2022 

This month’s Recipe is kindly provided by Reinhild Raistrick 

Pineapple Fruit Cake 
  

This delicious fruit loaf is very easy to make. It freezes well.  
I usually make several loaves, as they are popular on our MU cake 
 stall! 
  

You will need 2 x 2lb loaf tins - lined 
Ingredients 
425g tin crushed pineapple 
625g mixed fruit 
180g butter 
300g sugar (reduce if you prefer less sweet) 
1 and a half tsp mixed spice 
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda 
300g SR flour 
3 eggs beaten 
  

Put everything except flour and eggs into a saucepan. Bring to the boil and simmer 
for 3mins. Cool. Stir in beaten eggs and flour. Place in tins. 
Bake in moderate oven for one and a quarter hours, middle shelf. 
  

It is easier to cut into slices, if kept in fridge.  
Have fun and enjoy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Meeting Point Community Café 

Due to the current Covid 19 situation we have taken the decision to pause the 
Meeting Point Café on a Wednesday until further notice.  

We will continue to monitor the situation and reopen Meeting Point as soon as 
we feel we can keep our customers and volunteers safe. 

Thank you for your continued support 

We will continue to post updates on our website, please see the link below. 

The Messenger website: http://themessengergtbarton.suffolk.cloud 
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From a Gardeners Notebook, February 2022 

Rosa – rose 

 

Genus of approximately 150 species of semi-evergreen or 
deciduous perennial shrubs and climbers. 

Many beautiful pictures of flowers and plants form part of our artistic heritage: 
flowers are very important to us.  May I pose a rhetorical question for us all as 
gardeners: why do blooms evoke in us such a heart felt response, particularly 
roses?  Skilled nurserymen in England develop new roses constantly.  Austins and 
Beales are two of the names that spring to mind straight away Again why?  Not 
only for commercial reasons, I am sure. 

Like me, I expect you have done a little reading on this month’s subject, only to be 
greeted in the opening lines of the book or chapter with a statement such as, 
“roses have been part of man’s life for centuries.”  Sadly, they do not provide any 
evidence.  Here are two or three references to substantiate that sentence. 

Homer, the Ancient Greek philosopher wrote of roses.  When he actually lived is 
not an historically recorded fact but he probably lived before 700 BC.  
Theophrastus also a Greek philosopher classified roses and plants ahead of 
Linnaeus.  It is thought he established the first botanic garden in Lyceum in 300 BC.  
Roses were the favourite flower of Nero, and he lived from AD 37-68.  Lastly, 
Isaiah ch.35 v1 says, “the desert shall rejoice and blossom as a rose”.  Although 
Isaiah lived around 680 BC the reference may well belong to the King James 
translation, not the original manuscript.  In other versions different flowers are 
quoted. 

Roses, where first used as a source of perfume, and as a cure for various ills.  This 
flower has always been a symbol of beauty, and as a florist I know how it graces 
both Wedding Flowers, and sympathy tributes.  From my searching, the rose as a 
beautiful bush to grace and enhance our gardens, came after these other uses. 

To continuously repeat the same information each year would fulfil no purpose, 
but rose pruning starts in earnest from the third week in February for me.  A rose 
is a shrub, different from other shrubs because its habit requires us to prune and 
cut out dead wood on a regular basis.  Feed roses in April and July.  If the man 
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from Brussels doesn’t see, you could sterilize the soil with a Jeyes wash.  Use well 
rotted farmyard manure, mulching as with any plants will help to suppress the 
weeds and retain the moisture in the soil. 

I trust this column has been of interest, and you may well feel encouraged to 
investigate the subject more yourself. 

Happy Gardening, Mary 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Innocents Financial Report February 2022 

At the end of 2021 we were, at last, able to hold some fundraising and social 
events. The following amounts were raised as a result of these activities. 

£144.75 – Kirby Voices 

£175.24 - Abbot Consort for the Church Window fund 

£241.25 – Christmas Fayre 

£221 – Christmas tree festival 

£129 – Wine raffle 

£114 – Hamper raffle 

Thank you to everyone who put so much work into all these events. 

I am in the process of drawing up our accounts for 2021 and will be reporting 
further on these at our APCM. However, I have to report that regular giving 
through the Parish Giving Scheme has unfortunately dropped by 30% during 
the last year. I appreciate that some of this is due to people moving on, and 
that many individuals have struggled during the past two years. But we need 
regular income to support our church. If you are able to make a regular 
commitment but don’t already, there are a number of ways this can be done. 

1) Through the Parish Giving Scheme where donations are made by Direct 
Debit. 

2) By Standing Order into our bank account. 
3) Or by weekly envelopes. 

If you would like to know any more about any of these, please ask. And thank 
you so much for all the support you already give. 

Kathy Drakes (Treasurer) 
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Get Involved with The Messenger 
 
Would you like to contribute to Your Messenger? We would love to hear from 
you, share your favourite recipe, a funny story, your favourite holiday memory. If 
you would like to share something you feel will be of interest to your neighbours 
or anyone living in Gt Barton, please contact: 
 
Tim Frost: 01284 787442 or email: timfr0st@yahoo.co.uk 
Kathy Drakes: 01284 787746 or email: kathy@drakesfamily.org 
 

 

The following Business Adverts are in the on-line version Supporting   The Messenger. 
David Martin: Vehicle Engineers. 01359 230538 admin@davidmartinmotorengineer.co.uk 
Ecosweep. 01359 232335 ecosweep@live.com 
FixaLeak. 01842 763165 peter@fixaleak.co.uk 
Guildhall Studio. 07880 797124 jmartinzz@gmail.com  www.guidhallstudio.com 
John Ranson. 01284 788248 07770932799 jwransonbuilding@gmail.com 
Metcalfe, Copeman, Pettefar LLP. 01842 756100 Dawn.coller@mcp-law.co.uk 
Rothwells Carpet Cleaning. 01638 428060 info@rothwells.biz 
Strands Hair Salon. 01359 230300 sjanef23@gmail.com  
TBS Hire 01284 788122 info@tbs-hire.co.uk 
The Clean Plumber. 01284 765453 justask@thecleanplumber.co.uk 
The Sausage Shop. 01359 235237 kate.hitchcock@hotmail.co.uk 
Home Care – Paula Drewry 079800 17043 pauladrewry@hotmail.com 
ELITE FENCING & LANDSCAPING 01359 221128 trevor@elite-fencing.co.uk 
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