The Benefice of
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter's, Thurston
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

Sunday 19" October 2025
18th Sunday after Trinity
8.30am: Jeremiah 31: 27-34. Luke 18; 1-8
10.30am: Jeremiah 31: 27-34. 2 Timothy 3: 14-4,5. Luke 18; 1-8
Readings: 8.30am NRSV. 10.30am MSG please.

COLLECT

God, our judge and saviour,
teach us to be open to your truth
and to trust in your love,
that we may live each day
with confidence in the salvation which is given
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Rev’d Ben Edwards
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491
Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays.
Churchwardens
Holy Innocents Gt.Barton
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448

Angela Pearce 01359 256213

St Peter’s Thurston
Pat Sadler 07552 234443
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622
Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616
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Services for this week

Sunday 19" October:
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am
All Age Communion Service (CW), at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Wednesday 22nd October:
No Service

Services for next week
Sunday 26" October: Bible Sunday.
Holy Communion Service (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Wednesday 29" October:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Praying for our Benefice B
We pray for;- {

Steve and Barbara Blanchard, Eileen Rogers, Ian Baxter, Betty & Norman
Blades, Alexander, Hayley, Cathy McQueen,

Maureen and Peter, Tom, David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes,

Silvia, Deidre and Derek Caley, Kathleen Sewter, David and Mary
Edwards.

e We pray for guidance, strength, and courage to face the challenges of the
week ahead.

e We pray that the peace in the Middle East will be long lasting.

e We pray for the places where there is war and unrest, where people are
persecuted for who they are and where people live daily with fear,
starvation and thirst.

e We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.

e At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and
may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace.

e Comfort and heal those who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit, and
give them courage and hope.

e We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston.
May they be aware of neighbours in need.

e We pray for ourselves that we may show loving kindness to everyone.
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Fr Ben would like to ask our congregations
to include the following in your prayers, in
addition to those prayer points in our
Please Pray For section

Please pray for the lunchtime faith group Fr Ben
runs at Thurston Community College, for the young people who
attend and for the Spirit to reach other young folk in the school, and
for our cadets on D of E placement with us, that they will learn
something of God's love through their service with us."

Thanks,

Ben

Scam Alert
People are reportedly being targeted by a suspected fraudulent text claiming
to offer ‘Winter Heating Allowance’.
The message suggests it is coming from the Department of Work and
Pensions with recipients of the text being asked to submit their application
for the £300 payment before a deadline.
The text is then followed by a link with a set of instructions below on how to
claim the alleged money, suggesting people reply to the message with ‘Y’ to
activate the link.
It is being sent from multiple numbers, including +63 908 306 9627 and +44
744 709 4289, with a range of links.
The text reads: “According to DWP records: You have not yet submitted
your application for Winter Heating Allowance 2025-2026. To ensure you
receive your £300 payment, please complete your application before 30 Jul
2025.
“Failure to submit an application by the deadline will render you ineligible
for the stipend. Please take action now and complete your application via the
link below: (followed by a link).” The Council advise anyone who receives
these texts to not click the link.
The message adds: “Please reply Y, then exit the text message and open it
again to activate the link, or copy the link to your safari browser and open
it.”
Always be aware of scams and if you have received this text or a
similar one, please report it to the National Cyber Security Centre

at report@phishing.gov.uk or by forwarding it to 7726.
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ALL SOULS DAY Holy Innocents’ Church, Gt. Barton,
NONEMBER 3 and St. Peter’s Church, Thurston

Rev. Ben Edwards
The Vicarage, Church Road, Great Barton
IP31 2QR
Email: admichurch64@gmail.com
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All Souls’ Memorial Service 2025

Our annual All Souls' Day Memorial Service is a special time to
remember all our loved ones who have died and to reflect on the
Christian hope of the resurrection to eternal life.

This year, the Benefice Service will be held at Holy Innocents’
Church, Great Barton, on All Souls' Day, November 2" at 3:30 p.m.

The service will include prayers, hymns, and readings.

If you would like the names of your loved ones to be read out during
the service, please write their names on the list provided.

The lists will be at the back of both Holy Innocents’ and St Peter’s
churches, which are open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

During the service, as each name is read, you will have the
opportunity to come forward and light a candle in their memory.

You are welcome to bring any friends and family who wish to attend.
Tea will be served at the back of the church immediately following the
service.

May God bless and fill you with comfort and hope at this time of
remembering.

With prayers and all good wishes,

Fr Ben Edwards
Vicar of Great Barton and Thurston
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"Fr Ben's letter concerning the worrying development of pseudo-
Christian groups such as 'King's Army' has been published in this
week's Church Times:

‘King’s Army’ march in Old Compton Street, Soho
From the Revd Benjamin Edwards

Madam, — We must speak plainly and urgently to the wider
church community and to those following the news about the
group calling itself the King’s Army, and its march through Old
Compton Street, in London, earlier this month. The actions,
rhetoric, and uniformed spectacle of this group — protesting in
Soho, a historic hub for the LGBTQ+ community — are being
presented as Christian evangelism, but they are not. Their stated
aim of protesting against “immoral culture® and calling believers
to “fight like soldiers” is fundamentally inconsistent with the
actual gospel message of God’s radical, all-inclusive love and
redemption.

The core of the issue lies in the method of outreach: Jesus did not
form a paramilitary group to march in a city’s social districts and

intimidate people with judgement. Furthermore, the focus of their
“fight” is deeply misguided. The King’s Army claims to be “at war
with sin and the devil”, and yet their actions have been solely
directed at people — specifically the LGBTQ+ community —
making them feel unsafe in their own neighbourhood.

God’s work is never about creating fear or shaming individuals
into external compliance: it is about the transformation of the
heart through the Holy Spirit. If we are called to a “spiritual
fight”, our posture should be one of humble prayer, self-
reflection, and tireless advocacy for the vulnerable, not public
aggression towards our neighbours. The Son of God, the ultimate
embodiment of God’s love, came in humility, not with a uniform
and a military formation.

For this reason, we must not be silent. Silence is complicity. When
a group weaponises Christian language and symbols for acts of
hostility, it damages the credibility of the gospel and inflicts real
pain upon God’s children. I urge all church leaders to issue clear
and unequivocal statements distancing their congregations and
ministries from these actions."




Dates for Your Diary:

Holy Innocents Christmas Fayre
Saturday, 15 Nov. 10:00-12:00
The Church Institute, Gt Barton IP31 2PN

Stalls: Crafts, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Gifts, Books,
Christmas Hamper, Coffees & Mulled Wine
Please bring donations to the Institute at 9:00
and stay to help, if possible, please.

Linda Scoles (01359) 230392

St Peter's Church
Christmas Bazaar

Saturday 29t November
11am-1pm at Cavendish Hall IP31 3RU
Cakes Jigsaws Preserves Christmas
Wreaths
Fiction Books Bric A Brac
Wine or Water Game

‘2 Christmas Hampers to win’

Coffees, Teas, Biscuits
available.

Contact Pat 07552 234443,
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Margery 07443 414622
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St Peter’s Church Thurston
Christmas Tree Festival

% Last month we announced that the Christmas Tree Festival will
% take place on the weekend of 13" & 14" December, so we
$ hope this date is now in your diary.
“’Joy to the world”’, is the theme for this year, but you do not
have to follow this. You can decorate your tree as you wish.
Your tree needs to be no more than 2metres high and any lights must be
powered by batteries. Setting up of the trees will be on Friday 12® December
from 11.00am to 6.00pm, or by arrangement.
This invitation is open to businesses, schools, community groups, clubs,
families, individuals; or you could join with your neighbours to provide a tree.
Personal invitations to businesses and groups will be sent out, by email, at the
beginning of November and we would ask that all replies are with us by mid-
November.
In the meantime, we are keen to receive bookings for your tree space, so please
do contact the churchwardens.
Let us try and fill the church this year with a resplendent display of trees.
Contact
Pat Sadler 07552 234443 patsadler@hotmail.com
Margery Ashford 07443 414622 meashford@hotmail.co.uk

Holy Innocents Christmas Tree Festival
13 December-2 January

"Christmas Around the World"

businesses to put up a tree to help our community celebrate
Christmas, and to provide a quiet place at Christmas.

Please contact Linda Scoles (01359) 230392
for more information.




Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston.
"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all,
reflecting God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent
safeguarding practices, ensuring our church is a place where everyone,
especially the most vulnerable, feels protected and valued. This
commitment is integral to our Christian mission and ministry,
enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love, compassion, and
wholeness."

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our
website:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

Visit the following to get the latest information ;-
Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk
Facebook pages:

Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-
Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/

St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-
Thurston-1790473917903849/

STOREHOUSE, PLEASE give generously at this time when so many
families are relying on food banks. Thank you

Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd,
Thurston, donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents
church or with Tim Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.

Please email any notices to Peter Robinson beneficepr@gmail.com
or tel: 07814 946841 by Thursday 23rd October 2025.

Find us on Facebook
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