The Benefice of
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter's, Thurston
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

AY “GREATER LOVE HATH NC
THAN THIS, THAT SOMEONI
LAY DOWN THEIR THEIR LIFE
FOR FRIENDS.”

LEST WE FORGET.

Sunday 9th November 2025
3rd Sunday before Advent
Remembrance Sunday
10.45am: St Peter’s: Job 19: 23-27. Luke 20: 27-38
10.45am: Holy Innocents: Job 19: 23-27. Thessalonians 2: 1-5, 13-17. Luke 20: 27-38
3.30pm: Choral Evensong Holy Innocents Isaiah 2: 1-5. James 3: 13-18. Psalm 20
Readings: 10.45am & 3.30pm NRSYV please.

COLLECT

God, our refuge and strength,
bring near the day when wars shall cease
and poverty and pain shall end,
that earth may know the peace of heaven
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Rev’d Ben Edwards
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491
Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays.
Churchwardens
Holy Innocents Gt.Barton
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448

Angela Pearce 01359 256213

St Peter’s Thurston
Pat Sadler 07552 234443
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622
Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616



https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org

Services for this week

Sunday 9" November:

Service of Remembrance, at St Peter’s War Memorial at 10.45am
Service of Remembrance, at Holy Innocents War Memorial at 10.45am
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 3.30pm

Wednesday 12" November:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Services for next week
Sunday 16" November:
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s, Thurston at 8.30am
Benefice Communion Service, at Holy Innocents, at 10.30am

Wednesday 19" November:
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

|
Praying for our Benefice {
We pray for;-

Steve and Barbara Blanchard, Eileen Rogers, Ian Baxter, Betty & Norman
Blades, Alexander, Hayley, Cathy McQueen,

Maureen and Peter, Tom, David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes,

Silvia, Deidre and Derek Caley, Kathleen Sewter, David and Mary
Edwards.

e We pray for the people following the attacks on the train from Doncaster
to London. Especially for those injured.

e We pray for peace, cooperation, harmony, and mutual respect,
particularly in areas of conflict, oppression, or poverty.

e We pray for the places where there is war and unrest, where people are
persecuted for who they are and where people live daily with fear,
starvation and thirst.

e We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.

e At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and
may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace.

e Comfort and heal those who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit, and
give them courage and hope.

e We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston.
May they be aware of neighbours in need.

e We pray for ourselves that we may show loving kindness to everyone.
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Dates for Your Diary:

Slow down, dive deep:
An Advent study on hope,
peace, joy, and love.
We often rush headlong
M ndey toward Christmas Day,
ADVENT STUDY focusing on the presents, the
(/(/.f%ﬂé% Cur FHHearts parties, and the pace of the

Locused on 9@(4 season.

This four-week Advent study invites you to intentionally slow down and reclaim
the real meaning of the holidays: Jesus.

We’ll dive deep into God’s Word, exploring the tension where ancient prophecy
from Isaiah meets the familiar Nativity story in Luke’s Gospel. Each week, we
will better understand the core themes of hope, peace, joy, and love as we prepare
our hearts for the arrival of the Christ Child. Come find clarity and connection in the
quiet space of Advent.

Please use the sign-up sheets at the back of each church:

Dates are: 11am at The Rock, St Peter's - 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd December

Also 7pm at 27 Diomed Drive Gt Barton IP31 2TN, 25th Nov, 2nd, 9th and 16th
December.

ﬁ

ST PETER'S & HOLY INNOCENTS
UNITED IN CHRIST

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 11th November at
11:00 in The Rock at St Peter's Church.
Our speaker will be Mary Edwards who will talk
about 'The Winter Garden'. She will bring some plants for
sale. Visitors are always welcome.

Do come along and join us.

Gill Flower & Linda Scoles: Tel. 01359 231718




Holy Innocents Christmas Fayre
Saturday, 15 Nov. 10:00-12:00
The Church Institute, Gt Barton IP31 2PN
Stalls: Crafts, Cakes, Bric-a-Brac, Gifts, Books,

Christmas Hamper, Coffees & Mulled Wine
Please bring donations to the Institute at 9:00
and stay to help, if possible, please.

Linda Scoles (01359) 230392

St Peter's Church
Christmas Bazaar

Saturday 29t November
11am-1pm at Cavendish Hall IP31 3RU
Cakes Jigsaws Preserves Christmas Wreaths
Fiction Books Bric A Brac
Wine or Water Game
‘2 Christmas Hampers to win’

Coffees, Teas, Biscuits
available.

Contact Pat 07552 234443, Margery 07443 414622

A
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All Welcom

St Peter’s Church Thurston Christmas Bazaar
29" November at the Cavendish Hall
11.00am — 1.00pm

Can you spare time to help with the above event???
Or perhaps you could give a donation for our annual fundraiser! We are looking for
donations to fill two Christmas Hampers, prizes for the draw, and cakes, cakes and
cakes, for the cake stall. Also, there will be a “Wine or Water’ stall, so bottles of wine
will be very welcome. We will leave a box at the back of church for any donations, or
please pass them to Pat or Margery. Thank you.
On the day we need help with manning the stalls. If you feel this is something you can
help with, please get in touch with Pat or Margery.

Pat 07552 234443 or Margery 07443 414622
Any help, as always, will be gratefully appreciated.
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St Peter’s Church Thurston
Christmas Tree Festival

% Last month we announced that the Christmas Tree Festival will
% take place on the weekend of 13" & 14" December, so we
$ hope this date is now in your diary.
“’Joy to the world”’, is the theme for this year, but you do not
have to follow this. You can decorate your tree as you wish.
Your tree needs to be no more than 2metres high and any lights must be
powered by batteries. Setting up of the trees will be on Friday 12® December
from 11.00am to 6.00pm, or by arrangement.
This invitation is open to businesses, schools, community groups, clubs,
families, individuals; or you could join with your neighbours to provide a tree.
Personal invitations to businesses and groups will be sent out, by email, at the
beginning of November and we would ask that all replies are with us by mid-
November.
In the meantime, we are keen to receive bookings for your tree space, so please
do contact the churchwardens.
Let us try and fill the church this year with a resplendent display of trees.
Contact
Pat Sadler 07552 234443 patsadler@hotmail.com
Margery Ashford 07443 414622 meashford@hotmail.co.uk

Holy Innocents Christmas Tree Festival
13 December-2 January

Chlristm s Around the World"
duals, schools, organizations and

businesses to put up a tree to help our community celebrate
Christmas, and to provide a quiet place at Christmas.

Please contact Linda Scoles (01359) 230392
for more information.
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The letter below was received from the Vineyard Church (Storehouse Foodbank).
This relates to Holy Innocents church and St Peter’s church, who regularly donate
food items to this foodbank.

x>
&
WEST SUFFOLK
VINEYARD CHURCH
Affiliated to C8 vineyardchurches’

The Vineyard Centre
28 Northern Way
Bury St Edmunds

Tim Frost

2 Diomed Drive 1P32 6NL

Gt Barton

Suffolk '01284 765874
IP31 2TF info@wsvc.org.uk

www.wsvc.org.uk

14th October 2025

Dear Friends

Thank you very much for the very generous Harvest food donations which were collected at
your Harvest Festival and given towards the work of our Storehouse Foodbank.

We greatly value the support and encouragement received by you as we seek to work
together by practically caring for those in our town who find themselves in a place of need.

With our grateful thanks once again, not only from West Suffolk Vineyard Church but also
from the people we serve.

With every blessing,

Amanda Bradburn
Storehouse Co-ordinator

Registered in England and Wales. Company number 4071129. Registered charity number 1082858.
‘VINEYARD' is a United Kingdom and European Union trade mark registered to Vineyard Churches UK & Ireland No. 004771143. The 'VINEYARD CHURCHES' Logo, Vineyard
‘grapes’ device and 'VINEYARD with “grapes” device Logo’ are all registered Trade Marks of Vineyard Churches UK & Ireland. Used here under license. All rights reserved.




Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services
November 2025

Sunday 2" November:
Holy Communion, All Saints at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Benefice Service, ‘All Souls’, Holy Innocents at 3.30pm

Wednesday 5™ November:
Holy Communion (CW) at Montana at Gt Barton at 11.15am

Sunday 9™ November:

Service of Remembrance, at St Peter’s War Memorial at 10.45am
Service of Remembrance, at Holy Innocents War Memorial at 10.45am
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 3.30pm

Wednesday 12" November:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Sunday 16" November:
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s, Thurston at 8.30am
Benefice Communion Service, at Holy Innocents, at 10.30am

Wednesday 19" November:
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 23" November:
All Age Communion, at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Wednesday 26™ November:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Sunday 30th November:
All Age Communion, at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Advent Carol Service at Holy Innocents at 5.00pm

(CW Common Worship, BCP Book of Common Prayer)
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Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston.
"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all,
reflecting God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent
safeguarding practices, ensuring our church is a place where everyone,
especially the most vulnerable, feels protected and valued. This
commitment is integral to our Christian mission and ministry,
enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love, compassion, and
wholeness."

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our
website:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

Visit the following to get the latest information ;-
Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk
Facebook pages:

Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-
Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/

St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-
Thurston-1790473917903849/

STOREHOUSE, PLEASE give generously at this time when so many
families are relying on food banks. Thank you

Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd,
Thurston, donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents
church or with Tim Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.

Please email any notices to Peter Robinson beneficepr@gmail.com

or tel: 07814 946841 by Thursday 13™ November 2025.

Find us on Facebook
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