The Benefice of
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter's, Thurston
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

Sunday 16th November 2025
2nd Sunday before Advent
8.30am: St Peter’s: Malachi 4: 1-2. Luke 21: 5-19.
10.30am: Holy Innocents: Malachi 4: 1-2. 2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13. Luke 21: 5-19.
Readings: NRSYV please.

COLLECT

Gracious Lord,
in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen

Rev’d Ben Edwards

email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491
Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays.
Churchwardens

Holy Innocents Gt.Barton
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448
Angela Pearce 01359 256213
St Peter’s Thurston
Pat Sadler 07552 234443
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622
Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616



https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org

Services for this week

Sunday 16" November:
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s, Thurston at 8.30am
Benefice Communion Service, at Holy Innocents, at 10.30am

Wednesday 19" November:
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Services for next week
Sunday 23"¢ November:
All Age Communion, at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Wednesday 26" November:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

)
Praying for our Benefice {
We pray for;-

Steve and Barbara Blanchard, Eileen Rogers, Ian Baxter, Betty & Norman
Blades, Alexander, Hayley, Cathy McQueen,

Maureen and Peter, Tom, David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes,

Silvia, Deidre and Derek Caley, Kathleen Sewter, David and Mary
Edwards.

e We pray for the strength to work for a better tomorrow and to seek peace,
justice, and truth for all.

e We pray for peace, cooperation, and mutual respect in countries
experiencing war, oppression, poverty, disease, or natural disasters.

o We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are suffering,
that they may know your love and support.

e We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.

e At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and
may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace.

e We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our lives
with, that we may honour one another.

e Comfort and heal those who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit, and
give them courage and hope.

e We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston.
May they be aware of neighbours in need.

e We pray for ourselves that we may show loving kindness to everyone.
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St Peter's Church.
Thank you to everyone who attended our Service of
Remembrance last Sunday. The magnificent sum of £262 was

collected for 'The Royal British Legion'.

Dates for Your Diary:

"B ¥ Slow down, dive deep: An Advent study
S on hope, peace, joy, and love.
We often rush headlong toward
Christmas Day, focusing on the
presents, the parties, and the pace of
the season.

ADVENT STUDY
()L/ee/uugz Cur Olz[ew‘ufé-
qaacéag ilxz..g) eSS

This four-week Advent study invites you to intentionally slow down and
reclaim the real meaning of the holidays: Jesus.

We’ll dive deep into God’s Word, exploring the tension where ancient
prophecy from Isaiah meets the familiar Nativity story in Luke’s Gospel.
Each week, we will better understand the core themes of hope, peace, joy, and
love as we prepare our hearts for the arrival of the Christ Child. Come find
clarity and connection in the quiet space of Advent.

Please use the sign-up sheets at the back of each church:

Dates are: 11am at The Rock, St Peter's - 1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd December

Also 7pm at 27 Diomed Drive Gt Barton IP31 2TN, 25th Nov 2nd, 9th and
16th December.

%

ST PETER'S & HOLY INNOCENTS
UNITED IN CHRIST




St Peter's Church
Christmas Bazaar

Saturday 29t November
11am-1pm at Cavendish Hall IP31 3RU
Cakes Jigsaws Preserves Christmas Wreaths
Fiction Books Bric A Brac
Wine or Water Game
‘2 Christmas Hampers to win’

Coffees, Teas, Biscuits
available.

Contact Pat 07552 234443, Margery 07443 414622

All Welcome

St Peter’s Church Thurston Christmas Bazaar
29" November at the Cavendish Hall
11.00am — 1.00pm
Can you spare time to help with the above event???

Or perhaps you could give a donation for our annual fundraiser! We are
looking for donations to fill two Christmas Hampers, prizes for the draw,
and cakes, cakes and cakes, for the cake stall. Also, there will be a “Wine
or Water’ stall, so bottles of wine will be very welcome. We will leave a box

at the back of church for any donations, or please pass them to Pat or
Margery. Thank you.
On the day we need help with manning the stalls. If you feel this is

something you can help with, please get in touch with Pat or Margery.

Pat 07552 234443 or Margery 07443 414622

Donations of cakes, pies, scones or anything edible for the cake stall at

our Christmas Bazaar, please contact Mary Fawcett.

Any help, as always, will be gratefully appreciated.
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Christmas Tree Festival

% Last month we announced that the Christmas Tree Festival will
%‘3 take place on the weekend of 13" & 14" December, so we
$ hope this date is now in your diary.
“’Joy to the world”’, is the theme for this year, but you do not
have to follow this. You can decorate your tree as you wish.
Your tree needs to be no more than 2metres high and any lights must be
powered by batteries. Setting up of the trees will be on Friday 12® December
from 11.00am to 6.00pm, or by arrangement.
This invitation is open to businesses, schools, community groups, clubs,
families, individuals; or you could join with your neighbours to provide a tree.
Personal invitations to businesses and groups will be sent out, by email, at the
beginning of November and we would ask that all replies are with us by mid-
November.
In the meantime, we are keen to receive bookings for your tree space, so please
do contact the churchwardens.
Let us try and fill the church this year with a resplendent display of trees.
Contact
Pat Sadler 07552 234443 patsadler@hotmail.com
Margery Ashford 07443 414622 meashford@hotmail.co.uk

Holy Innocents Christmas Tree Festival
13 December-2 January

"Christmas Around the World"

businesses to put up a tree to help our community celebrate
Christmas, and to provide a quiet place at Christmas.

Please contact Linda Scoles (01359) 230392
for more information.



mailto:meashford@hotmail.co.uk

St Nicholas Hospice Care

Our Light Up a Life events are
free and open to all, not just
those connected to someone
cared for by St Nic’s.

They offer a meaningful way to come
together as a community during the
festive season and share a moment
of reflection, with music and
readings.

You are invited, should you wish,
to have the names of those you
want to remember read out at an
event.

You can do this by visiting our website:
stnicholashosplce org.uk/lightupalife

Or call Supporter
Care on
01284 715566

Sponsored by:

because
you matter

StNicholas
Hospice Care

Armstrongs
&

ChassisCab

Join us at one of our
remembrance events

23 Sudbury m

St Gregorys Church, CO10 1BA

25 | gvenham

7pm

Nov st Peter and St Paul Church, CO10 9SA

04 Thetford

Methodist Church, IP24 2BQ

7pm

Hospice
Hardwick Lane, IP33 2QY
Booking required

Bury St Edmunds  4:30pm

St Mary's Church, IP33 1RT

Mildenhall

King's Church, IP28 7EF

7pm

Newmarket
All Saints Church, CB8 8ES

Haverhill
St Mary's Church, CB9 8AX

Hospice
Hardwick Lane, IP33 2QY
Booking required

St Nicholas Hospice Care
and your local churches
warmly invite you and your
family to take part in Light
up a Life this festive season.

Come together and celebrate,
reflect and remember loved
ones who are no longer with
us. Our Light up a Life
events are open to all.

You may choose to have a
special name read out, or
simply attend an event in
memory of a loved one.

Share the name of your loved
ones, and please consider
making a donation to
support St Nicholas Hospice
Care this Christmas.

You can find out where our
Light up a Life events are
taking place by clicking here.



https://stnicholashospice.org.uk/event_categories/remembrance/

Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services
November 2025

Sunday 2" November:
Holy Communion, All Saints at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Benefice Service, ‘All Souls’, Holy Innocents at 3.30pm

Wednesday 5™ November:
Holy Communion (CW) at Montana at Gt Barton at 11.15am

Sunday 9™ November:

Service of Remembrance, at St Peter’s War Memorial at 10.45am
Service of Remembrance, at Holy Innocents War Memorial at 10.45am
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 3.30pm

Wednesday 12" November:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Sunday 16" November:
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s, Thurston at 8.30am
Benefice Communion Service, at Holy Innocents, at 10.30am

Wednesday 19" November:
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 23" November:
All Age Communion, at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Wednesday 26" November:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Sunday 30th November:
All Age Communion, at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Advent Carol Service at Holy Innocents at 5.00pm

(CW Common Worship, BCP Book of Common Prayer)



Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston.
"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all,
reflecting God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent
safeguarding practices, ensuring our church is a place where everyone,
especially the most vulnerable, feels protected and valued. This
commitment is integral to our Christian mission and ministry,
enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love, compassion, and
wholeness."

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our
website:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

Visit the following to get the latest information ;-
Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk
Facebook pages:

Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-
Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/

St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-
Thurston-1790473917903849/

STOREHOUSE, PLEASE give generously at this time when so many
families are relying on food banks. Thank you

Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd,
Thurston, donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents
church or with Tim Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.

Please email any notices to Peter Robinson beneficepr@gmail.com
or tel: 07814 946841 by Thursday 20™ November 2025.

Find us on Facebook
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