The Benefice of
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter's, Thurston
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

THIRD
SUNDAY
OF LENT.

40 Days
in the Desert

A Lenten Journey

ith U Org

Sunday 8th March
3rd Sunday of Lent
10.30am: Exodus 17: 1-7. John 4: 5-42.
6.30pm: Amos 7: 10-17. 2 Corinthians 1: 1-11. Psalm 46
Readings: NRSV please.

COLLECT

Almighty God,
whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain,
and entered not into glory before he was crucified:
mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross,
may find it none other than the way of life and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen

Rev’d Ben Edwards
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491
Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays.
Churchwardens
Holy Innocents Gt.Barton
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448

Angela Pearce 01359 256213

St Peter’s Thurston
Pat Sadler 07552 234443
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622
Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616



https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org

Services for this week

Sunday 8th March:
Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 3.30pm

Wednesday 11" March:
Holy Communion (CW) Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Services for next week

Sunday 15" March: (Mothering Sunday)

Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am

Mothering Sunday Service (Non-Eucharist) St Peter’s at 10.30am

All Age Communion Mothering Sunday at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Wednesday 18th March:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

A

Praying for our Benefice {
We pray for;-

Maureen Ridgwell, Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, Hayley, Veyron,
Cathy McQueen, Maureen and Peter, Silvia, Ian Baxter, David Sheppard,
Roger and Pat Boyes, Deidre Caley, Kathleen Sewter, Eileen Rogers, Tom, and
Jane Dalton.

e We pray for all those who are still experiencing conflict.

e We pray that the war in Iran will soon end in peace

e We pray for those in need: We lift up those suffering in body, mind, or
spirit, and those facing difficult decisions or personal challenges.

e We pray for the Church as we begin our Lenten journey, that it may be a
place of honest reflection and renewal.

e We pray for all whose hearts have been saddened by the death of
someone close to them, especially thinking of the family and friends of
Brenda Rainbow.

e We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.

e At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and
may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace.

e We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are
suffering, that they may know your love and support.

e We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our
lives with, that we may honour one another.

e We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston.
may they be aware of neighbours in need.
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National COVID Memorial: Choral Evensong.
This Sunday 1530 Holy Innocents

"Join us this Sunday evening for a special service of Choral Evensong as we
mark the National COVID Memorial. This will be a space of quiet reflection
to honour the memory of those we lost, to hold those still living with the effects
of the pandemic, and to find strength in our shared community.

The service will include a dedicated address, prayers of lament and hope, and
an opportunity for everyone to light a candle in memorial. Whether you carry
a specific grief or simply wish to stand in solidarity with others, all are
welcome to this evening of music, prayer, and light."

A Lent Reflection by Fr Ben .'«

In the quiet stretches of our Suffolk villages, between the bustling school runs and
the ever-shifting landscape of new developments, it is far too easy to feel like a mere
statistic. We are often categorised by our postcodes, our productivity, or how neatly
we fit into the systems around us. In the rush to keep up, the true essence of who we
are can feel somewhat invisible, as if we are just another face in a growing crowd.
Yet, the heart of our story offers a radical alternative: the assurance that we are
profoundly named and known. This isn’t about being monitored or judged by a
distant figure; it is about being seen in our full, complex reality. It is the comfort of
a God who doesn’t see a demographic or a problem to be solved, but a person
whose life has weight, history, and infinite value.

To be known by God is to be understood in the moments when we struggle to
explain ourselves. It means that whether you have lived in the same cottage for
generations—carrying the quiet heritage and familiar rhythms of village life—or
whether you are finding your way in a world that often feels too loud or too fast for
the way your mind works, you are seen with absolute clarity and affection.

This gaze of love extends to every corner of our community. It holds the person
whose life follows a well-worn, traditional path, and it equally embraces those who
have finally found the courage to live as their truest selves, bringing a love that may
have once felt hushed into the warmth of our pews. God does not address a generic
crowd; God calls each of us by name, acknowledging both the quiet anxieties of the
long-standing resident and the unique brilliance of a soul that perceives the world
differently.

This Lent, as we navigate the wilderness of the everyday, perhaps the most
liberating truth we can lean into is that we are not anonymous units in a changing
county. We are individuals held in a love that refuses to let us be lost in the noise.
Whether our stories feel entirely "ordinary' or remarkably distinct, they are all
written with the same divine intention.

I invite you to sit with the stillness of that thought today—that you are recognised,
you are cherished, and you are known by a God who understands your heart more
deeply than you could ever imagine




Lent 3 with Lance

Our friend Marji had asked her Morris dancing troop to dance at her
funeral. When the music and the drumming started in the Chancel, Lance sat
up and put his face round the pew end to see what was happening. As far as
we know Morris dancing was not part of his training. Then he heard the bells
on their ankles as they danced down the aisle, and he stood up after giving me
the look. When I have a bell on my collar it means I can go free running, he
said to me. Please can I join them? I explained gently, whilst firmly gripping
his lead, that this time it was not free running time for him but for Marji who
was no longer bound by her illness but bounding into the arms of our loving
Father. Free at last. He wagged his tail.

The Lord be with you
luv
Stephne

Update on training for Lance

Lance’s Training at Communion

Thank you for all your kindness and help with getting Lance used to
coming up to the Alter rail with me and Joop for communion. After
he turned himself and me into an anxious corkscrew, this last Sunday
when he realised that my Brother and Sister-in-law were coming up
with us, and behind us.

I have realised that we need to move on to stage 2 of his communion
training. So therefore, I am asking that someone, presumably
someone from the choir, and maybe the people in front of us in the
pews, could come up first to communion and a few people
immediately behind us, whilst the rest of the congregation waits as
usual. After we have done this for a couple of weeks, hopefully we will
be able to resume communion as we have traditionally always done it.

Thank you very much
Steph



A Step of Faith: Confirmation 2026

Confirmation is a powerful moment in our lives—a chance to stand up
and say a public "yes" to the unbound love God has for every one of us.

It 1sn’t about having all the answers or being a "perfect" Christian.
Instead, it is a rooted commitment to follow the way of Jesus in the
reality of the world we live in. Whether you were baptised as a child and
want to "confirm" those promises for yourself, or you are coming to faith
later in life, you are so welcome to explore this path.

This year’s Diocesan Confirmation Service will be held at St
Edmundsbury Cathedral on Sunday 3rd May at 3.30pm.

If you have been thinking about confirmation, or if you simply have
questions about what it means to live out an honest faith in Suffolk today,
please do come and have a chat with me. I would love to walk with you
as you prepare for this special day.

Fr Ben

St Peter’s Church Thurston

We would like to start our fundraising for
2026 by asking if people are prepared to host
a ‘Coffee Morning’. As well as raising money,
this it is a great social occasion to meet up
and bring a friend along.

We are happy for ‘The Rock’ to be used as the venue, and there are
always people on hand to assist. We are looking to organise one a
month starting from March. (The July slot has already been filled)

If you can help
Please contact Pat on 07552 234443 or Margery on 07443 414622

Thank you




Cream Tea
There will be a cream tea at

—

Wt - Great Barton Institute
s ¥ }‘Eg‘:“ ; on Easter Monday April 6th at 3pm.
S - D

~ ”
A

The cost will be £8.50 to raise funds towards renovations to the Hall.
If you would like to attend, please email Sarah
Robinson spandj@icloud.com or telephone 07484 674815

Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services
March 2026

Wednesday 11" March:
Holy Communion (CW) Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 15" March: (Mothering Sunday)

Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am

Mothering Sunday Service (Non-Eucharist) St Peter’s at 10.30am

All Age Communion Mothering Sunday at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Wednesday 18th March:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Sunday 22"¢ March: (Passiontide Begins)
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Wedneday 25" March:
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 29" March: (Palm Sunday)
Benefice Holy Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

(CW Common Worship, BCP Book of Common Prayer)


mailto:spandj@icloud.com

Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services

April 2026

Wednesday 1st April
Holy Communion (CW) Montana at 11.15am

Thursday 2" April (Maundy Thursday)
Benefice Communion at St Peter’s at 6.30pm

Friday 3" April (Good Friday)
Benefice Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am
Benefice Communion service of Liturgy at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 5" April: Easter Sunday

All Age Easter Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Easter Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 6.30pm

Wednesday 8™ April:
No Service: (Ben on post Easter Break)

Sunday 12" April:
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 6.30pm

Wednesday 15™ April:
No Service

Sunday 19" April:
Benefice Holy Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Wednesday 22nd April:
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 26" April:
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Wednesday 29" April:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

(CW Common Worship, BCP Book of Common Prayer)
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Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston.

"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, reflecting
God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent safeguarding practices,
ensuring our church is a place where everyone, especially the most vulnerable,
feels protected and valued. This commitment is integral to our Christian
mission and ministry, enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love,
compassion, and wholeness."

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our website:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

St Peter's
Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at a
suggested donation of £2.

There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse.
Thank you
Churchwardens Pat & Margery

Visit the following to get the latest information ;-

Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

Facebook pages:

Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-
Barton-685807921585678/

St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/

STOREHOUSE, PLEASE give generously at this time when so many
families are relying on food banks. Thank you

Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd,
Thurston, donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents
church or with Tim Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.

Find us on Facebook
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