The Benefice of
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter's, Thurston
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

Sunday 29th March
Palm Sunday
10.30am: The Palm Gospel. The Passion Narrative.
Readings: as OOS please.

COLLECT

Gracious Father,
you gave up your Son
out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Rev’d Ben Edwards
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491
Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays.
Churchwardens
Holy Innocents Gt.Barton
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448

Angela Pearce 01359 256213

St Peter’s Thurston
Pat Sadler 07552 234443
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622
Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616



https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org

Services for this week

Sunday 29" March: (Palm Sunday)
Benefice Holy Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Wednesday 1st April
Holy Communion (CW) Montana at 11.15am

Thursday 2" April (Maundy Thursday)

Benefice Communion at St Peter’s at 6.30pm

Friday 3" April (Good Friday)

Benefice Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am

Benefice Communion service of Liturgy at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Services for next week

Sunday 5" April: Easter Sunday

All Age Easter Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Easter Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 6.30pm

Wednesday 8" April:
No Service:

Praying for our Benefice _{'
We pray for;-

Rev’d Steph, Maureen Ridgwell, Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, Hayley,
Veyron, Cathy McQueen, Maureen and Peter, Silvia, Ian Baxter, David
Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes, Deidre Caley, Kathleen Sewter, Eileen
Rogers, Tom, and Jane Dalton.

e Please pray for Billy, who is ill in hospital and will be there for some
time. Please also pray for Mum Clare, Dad Jonny and brother Henry.

e We pray that all areas of conflict will soon end in peace.

e We pray for all whose hearts have been saddened by the death of
someone close to them.

e We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.

e At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and
may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace.

e We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are
suffering, that they may know your love and support.

e We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our
lives with, that we may honour one another.

e We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston.
may they be aware of neighbours in need.
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Benefice of Holy Innocents and St Peter’s

e The Flight of Kites: Our Modern Holy Innocents | 2

e To express this commitment to peace and the sanctity of every life, we
have installed our Flight of Kites at the church.

e Representing the Innocent: Each Kite represents a child lost to or affected
by the horrors of war. We call them our Modern Holy Innocents,
remembering that the smallest and most vulnerable are always the
greatest victims of conflict.

e A Breath of Spirit: These Kites rise above the borders and battlefields
that divide us, serving as a visual prayer for protection and a plea for a
world where ""nation shall not lift up sword against nation."

e Lightness vs. The Sword: They remind us that while the world may
choose the heavy weight of the sword, we are called to the lightness of
grace and the preservation of life.

e "We are SO grateful for your support Great Barton and Thurston
community because the money you raise will enable War Child to
continue to be a force for good. Every penny will help us to provide
access to education and the chance for a brighter, happier, and more
peaceful future for children living in conflict-affected areas across the
world. Thank you for taking the time in creating the beautiful kites and
supporting children living through conflict - we are truly humbled by
your hard work and dedication!"

e The Kite and the Cross: A Reflection on Peace.

We sent Warchild some photos of the wonderful Flight of Kites
installation, and received this encouraging reply - .Please do consider

making a donation via the dedicated Just Giving page below:
Let's see if our villages can send a message of hope out to the rest of
Suffolk to support generations of children affected by war. Here’s
how the money you raise could help: £100 could feed four families
who have fled with nothing for a week. £60 could provide support for
a whole family caught up in conflict with all their basic needs for two
months, including food and blankets. £17 could cover the cost of a
child being safely reunited with their family. Thank you again to all
those who have made kites and helped install them!!



IN SUPPORT OF

WAR

chi:ld

At War Child, we are driven by a single goal — ensuring a safe future for every
child affected by war. We work in the hardest to reach places to support those
who are hardest hit, to protect, educate and stand up for the rights of children,
when they need us most.

We will never give up on children affected by conflict.

The money you raise will help War Child to support children in conflict zones
globally. Every pound will help us to provide the chance for a brighter,
happier, and more peaceful future for children living in conflict-affected
areas.

For example, here’s how the money you raise could help:

£100 could feed four families who have fled with nothing for a week.

£60 could provide support for a whole family caught up in conflict with all
their basic needs for two months, including food and blankets.

£17 could cover the cost of a child being safely reunited with their family.

To make a donation, please follow the link below.
https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-peters-church-
12utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

Or you can also donate by this QR code, via your phone.

You can also view and donate from our website at:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/news-2/just-giving-for-warchild/
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Lent 6 with Lance

Lance and I were sitting at Moorfields reception waiting for Joop to
bring the car when my thoughtful reverie was interrupted. I was
looking very battered with protective eye patch and shield in place.
The young woman bent down to catch my one partially working eye
to tell me her name was Sarah and she had bought these daffodils to
give to someone who would appreciate them. Would I like them? I
replied that it was so kind of her but as I was sure she would find
someone who would need them more than I did. She asked if they
would fit into my already bulging bag and I said no, nor did I have a
free hand to carry them but was very grateful to her for thinking of
me.

A kind word and deed at a stressful moment. I hope she found a
recipient who loved them. Walking our route this morning I found
myself unable to progress as two bins had been placed in the middle
of my way. I contemplated stepping into the road, but Barton Road is
very busy. Lance waited whilst I pushed them out of the way. As we
continued, I started pushing other bins out of the way too.

Then ahead I heard other bins being pushed out of the way, a very
kind lady walking heard dog was clearing the path before me, she
told me it was safe to continue and said it doesn’t take much to be
kind, does it? A very kind word at a stressful moment.

How Jesus must have appreciated a kind word being shouted at him
on that very stressful journey into Jerusalem. We give kind words
when we can. Jesus gave himself. The living word.

The Lord be with you
luv
Stephne



This is a truly historic time for the Church of
England and the global Anglican
Communion. As the bells of Canterbury
Cathedral ring out on this Feast of the

©| Annunciation, we celebrate the installation of
% The Most Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah

I Mullally as the 106th Archbishop of

Y\ Canterbury.

As the first woman to hold this office in its

1,400-year history, Archbishop Sarah brings a unique perspective—
rooted in her background in nursing and her deep commitment to
healing, hope, and the marginalised. From her NHS nurse’s belt
buckle used as a clasp on her cope to the hand-illuminated St John’s
Bible used for her oath, today’s service beautifully blends ancient
tradition with a forward-looking vision for a diverse and inclusive
Church.

We join in prayer for Archbishop Sarah as she begins her public
ministry, asking that God guide her with wisdom and compassion as
she leads us in being a "kind and safe place" for all.

GREAT BARTON & THURSTON BENEFICE

HOLY WEEK & EASTER 2026

A Journey of Reflection and Hope.
Everyone is Welcome.

PALM SUNDAY | 29 MARCH T=u
10:30am | Holy Innocents, Great Barton 5 iii
Benefice Service ® -

-y MAUNDY THURSDAY | 2 APRIL

6:30pm | St Peter’s, Thurston
Commemoration of the Last Supper

:: I z: GOOD FRIDAY | 3 APRIL
8:30am | St Peter’s, Thurston
(Holy Communion - BCP)

10:30am | Holy Innocents, Great Barton ——
Service with Communion : -

EASTER SUNDAY | 5 APRIL
10:30am | Services at BOTH Churches
Celebration of the Resurrection

- with Easter Treats!




Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services
April 2026

Wednesday 1st April
Holy Communion (CW) Montana at 11.15am

Thursday 2" April (Maundy Thursday)
Benefice Communion at St Peter’s at 6.30pm

Friday 3" April (Good Friday)
Benefice Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am
Benefice Communion service of Liturgy at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 5" April: Easter Sunday

All Age Easter Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Easter Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 6.30pm

Wednesday 8" April:
No Service:

Sunday 12" April:
Benefice Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 6.30pm

Wednesday 15™ April:
No Service

Sunday 19th
Benefice Holy Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Wednesday 22nd April:
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 26" April:
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Wednesday 29" April:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

(CW Common Worship, BCP Book of Common Prayer)
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Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston.

"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, reflecting
God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent safeguarding practices,
ensuring our church is a place where everyone, especially the most vulnerable,
feels protected and valued. This commitment is integral to our Christian
mission and ministry, enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love,
compassion, and wholeness."

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our website:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

St Peter's

Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at a
suggested donation of £2.

There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse.
Thank you
Churchwardens Pat & Margery

Visit the following to get the latest information ;-

Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

Facebook pages:

Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-
Barton-685807921585678/

St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/

STOREHOUSE, PLEASE give generously at this time when so many
families are relying on food banks. Thank you

Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, Thurston,
donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents church or with Tim
Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.

Find us on Facebook

8


mailto:beneficepr@gmail.com
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

