
The Benefice of 
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter’s, Thurston 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
 

 
 

Sunday 1st March 
2nd Sunday of Lent 

10.30am: Genesis 12: 1-4. Psalm 121. John 3: 1-17. 
6.30pm: Jeremiah 22: 1-9. Matthew 8: 1-13. Psalm 74 

Readings: NRSV please. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

COLLECT 
 

Almighty God, 
you show to those who are in error the light of your truth, 

that they may return to the way of righteousness: 
grant to all those who are admitted into the fellowship of Christ’s religion, 

that they may reject those things that are contrary to their profession, 
and follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

Amen 

Rev’d Ben Edwards  
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491 

Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays. 
Churchwardens 

Holy Innocents Gt.Barton 
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448 

Angela Pearce 01359 256213 
St Peter’s Thurston 

Pat Sadler 07552 234443 
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622 

Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616 
 

 
 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org
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Services for this week 
 

Sunday 1st March:  
Sung Eucharist at Holy Innocents at 10.30am   
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 3.30pm  
 

Wednesday 4th March: 
Holy Communion (CW) Montana at 11.15am 
 

Services for next week 
 

Sunday 8th March:  
Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am 
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 3.30pm 
 

Wednesday 11th March: 
Holy Communion (CW) Holy Innocents at 10.30am 
 
 

Praying for our Benefice 
We pray for;- 
 

Maureen Ridgwell, Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, Hayley, Veyron,  
Cathy McQueen, Maureen and Peter, Silvia, Ian Baxter, David Sheppard, 
Roger and Pat Boyes, Deidre Caley, Kathleen Sewter, Eileen Rogers, Tom, and 
Jane Dalton. 
 
 

• We pray for all those who are still experiencing conflict, especially the 
people of Ukraine as they commemorate the 4th Anniversary. 

• We pray for those in need: We lift up those suffering in body, mind, or 
spirit, and those facing difficult decisions or personal challenges. 

• We pray for the Church as we begin our Lenten journey, that it may be a 
place of honest reflection and renewal. 

• We pray for all whose hearts have been saddened by the death of 
someone close to them, especially thinking of the family and friends of 
Brenda Rainbow. 

• We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.  
• At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and 

may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace. 
• We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are 

suffering, that they may know your love and support.  
• We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our 

lives with, that we may honour one another. 
• We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston. 

may they be aware of neighbours in need. 
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A Step of Faith: Confirmation 2026 

Confirmation is a powerful moment in our lives—a chance to stand up and say a 
public "yes" to the unbound love God has for every one of us. 
It isn’t about having all the answers or being a "perfect" Christian. Instead, it is 
a rooted commitment to follow the way of Jesus in the reality of the world we live 
in. Whether you were baptised as a child and want to "confirm" those promises for 
yourself, or you are coming to faith later in life, you are so welcome to explore 
this path. 
This year’s Diocesan Confirmation Service will be held at St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral on Sunday 3rd May at 3.30pm. 
If you have been thinking about confirmation, or if you simply have questions 
about what it means to live out an honest faith in Suffolk today, please do come 
and have a chat with me. I would love to walk with you as you prepare for this 
special day. 
Fr Ben 
 

Lent 2 with Lance 
 

Before  our qualification "exam walk" we were making our way through 
the park area near New Green Community Centre when two young girls 
approached. "Please may we pat your dog?" the older girl asked politely 
whilst the younger came determinedly towards Lance. I thanked them 
for asking and explained that as he was working, they should please not 
touch him as he is easily distracted. The youngster drew back instantly 
and her chaperone said "OK, we will just leave you be then." 
We continued our training walk, and I reflected that it was a wonderful 
example of grace. No offence taken when the answer was not the one 
they wanted. 
May God give us the grace to take "No!" for an answer even when it 
isn't what we want to hear. 
PS we passed our exam. Thank you all for your gracious patience to us 
at the altar rail. Another few weeks and we should be able to be treated 
as normal communicants, though one of us may yet try to snaffle the 
wavers 🙂. 
 

The Lord be with you 
luv 
Stephne 
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Bishop Joanne's visit 
 
It was a real joy to welcome Bishop Joanne Grenfell to St Peter’s, Thurston, 
this morning for the First Sunday of Lent. 
Joanne’s sermon gave us plenty to reflect on, particularly as we captured a few 
selfies together (see some fine examples below!). She spoke about how a selfie 
can be a great snapshot of who we are in Christ, but also how easy it is to 
"strike a pose" and be less than our true selves—sometimes even putting on a 
filter that masks the light of God trying to shine through us. 
 

As we begin our Lenten journey, we are called instead to allow Jesus to be the 
true imprint upon our lives. By being authentically ourselves, we show others 
the truth of God’s love and become a light to those around us. 
 

It was an inspiring visit for all of us as we seek to shine that light across Great 
Barton and Thurston. Also pictured is a beautiful posy made by one of our 
wonderful (and beloved!) church members. 
 

To see more photos please visit our website at: 
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/gallery/bishop-joannes-visit/ 
 
 

 
 

 

Our World Day of Prayer Service for 2026 
will take place on Friday 6th March at 11:00 in Holy 
Innocents Church. 
This is a service for everyone.  It has been prepared 
by Christian women of Nigeria and the theme is "I 
will give you rest, please come." Do come along and 
join us 
 

Gill Flower &   Linda Scoles 
 

 
 

 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/gallery/bishop-joannes-visit/
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The cost will be £8.50 to raise funds towards renovations to the Hall. 
If you would like to attend, please email Sarah 
Robinson spandj@icloud.com or telephone 07484 674815 
 

Cream Tea 
There will be a cream tea at 

Great Barton Institute 
on Easter Monday April 6th at 3pm. 

 

 

                                                                                                       
We would like to start our fundraising for 2026 by asking if people 
are prepared to host a ‘Coffee Morning’. As well as raising money, 
this it is a great social occasion to meet up and bring a friend along.  
 
We are happy for ‘The Rock’ to be used as the venue, and there are 
always people on hand to assist. We are looking to organise one a 
month starting from March. (The July slot has already been filled)  

 
 

If you can help 
Please contact Pat on 07552 234443 or Margery on 07443 414622 

 
Thank you 

 

St Peter’s Church Thurston 

mailto:spandj@icloud.com
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My favourite  note is a C sharp, and I love to play in 3 sharps, do not 
ask me why? It makes me say it is the wonder of music. Take St. 
Clements, music linked to The day thou gavest Lord is ended. 
 

Last month I shared with you some wonders of music, 
very much akin to that of course is singing,  in the bath or in 
church.  When Pope John, Wojyla Jozef Wojtyla, came to England in 
the 1980s, I remember very clearly two things, a) He kissed the 
ground.  b) He said it was important to pray but doubly important to 
sing.  I agree with this to a certain point, but would say both are very 
important between God and ourselves.  Another fact that  
I find mystifying - is, the composer Brahms was an atheist but all 
words from the text of his Requiem are direct from the Bible? 
 

I only sing in the bath, Mary!  this is so, sadly not everyone can sing, I 
for one would be very sad if I could not sing it is also a gift from the 
almighty.  During Covid, the viewing figures of Songs of Praise went 
very high.  This to me shows the power of the human voice. 
"Music is the utterance of words or sound in tuneful succession", 
bringing joy, happiness, to many. 
 
For so many of us singing began in Sunday School and school. From 
these beginnings, many of us have gone on to sing in a choir, choral 
society. It can heal our heart and soul or have you ever had a tune in 
your brain for days. Remember to sing up in church, it makes you 
feel so good. 
 
My kindest regards to everyone. Mary 
 
PS  Get busy with all that pruning in the front and the back!!  Always 
happy to recommend what you should be up to. 
 

Sing, sing, and more singing 
 

Serendipity for March 
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Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services 
 March 2026 

 

Sunday 1st March:  
Sung Eucharist at Holy Innocents at 10.30am 
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 3.30pm  
 
Wednesday 4th March: 
Holy Communion (CW) Montana at 11.15am 
 
Sunday 8th March:  
Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 3.30pm  
 
Wednesday 11th March: 
Holy Communion (CW) Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 
Sunday 15th March: (Mothering Sunday) 
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am  
Mothering Sunday Service (Non-Eucharist) St Peter’s at 10.30am  
All Age Communion Mothering Sunday at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 
Wednesday 18th March: 
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 
Sunday 22nd March: (Passiontide Begins) 
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 
Wedneday 25th March: 
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 
Sunday 29th March: (Palm Sunday) 
Benefice Holy Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 
 
(CW Common Worship, BCP Book of Common Prayer)  
 
 



 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please email any notices to Peter Robinson beneficepr@gmail.com 
or tel: 07814 946841 by Thursday 5th March. 

  
 

STOREHOUSE,  PLEASE give generously at this time when so many 
families are relying on food banks. Thank you 
Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, 
Thurston, donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents 
church or with Tim Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the following to get the latest information ;- 
Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
Facebook pages: 
Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-
Barton-685807921585678/ 
St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/ 
 

St Peter's 
Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at a 
suggested donation of £2.  
There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse. 
Thank you 
Churchwardens  Pat & Margery 
 
 

Find us on Facebook 

Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston. 
 

"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, reflecting 
God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent safeguarding practices, 
ensuring our church is a place where everyone, especially the most vulnerable, 
feels protected and valued. This commitment is integral to our Christian 
mission and ministry, enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love, 
compassion, and wholeness." 
 
To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our website: 
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/ 
 
 
 

mailto:beneficepr@gmail.com
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

