
The Benefice of 
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter’s, Thurston 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
 
 

 

Sunday 21st June 
3rd Sunday after Trinity  

8.30am: Genesis 21: 8-21. Matthew 10: 24-39 
10.30am. Matthew 10: 24-39 

Readings: 8.30am NRSV. 10.30am MSG version please. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

COLLECT 
 

God our saviour, 
look on this wounded world 

in pity and in power; 
hold us fast to your promises of peace 

won for us by your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Amen 

Rev’d Ben Edwards  
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com  or call  07771 925491 

Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays. 
Churchwardens 

Holy Innocents Gt.Barton 
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448 

Angela Pearce 01359 256213 
St Peter’s Thurston 

Pat Sadler 07552 234443 
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622 

Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616 
 

 
 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org
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Services for this week 
 

Sunday 21st June: 
Benefice Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am  
Benefice All Age Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 
Wednesday 24th June: 
Holy Communion (CW) St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 

 

Services for next week 
 

Sunday 28th June: 
Benefice All Age Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 
Wednesday 1st July:  
Holy Communion (CW) at Montana Chapel at 11.15am 
 
 
 

Praying for our Benefice 
We pray for;- 
 
 

Konrad, Lyn Moss, Lynette Delafortrie, Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, 
Hayley, Veyron, David Edwards , Maureen and Peter, Ian Baxter,  
David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes, Deidre Caley, Eileen Rogers, Tom, 
Cathy McQueen. 
 
 
 

• Please pray for Billy, who is ill in hospital and will be there for some 
time. Please also pray for Mum Clare, Dad Jonny and brother Henry. 

• We pray that all areas of conflict will soon end. Especially in the Middle 
East, that the cease fire becomes a lasting peace. 

• We pray for all whose hearts have been saddened by the death of 
someone close to them.  

• We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.  
• At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and 

may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace. 
• We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are 

suffering, that they may know your love and support.  
• We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our 

lives with, that we may honour one another. 
• We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston. 

may they be aware of neighbours in need. 
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Thank you to all members for your support which is helping to fund the Church in 
Thurston. 
The winning numbers so far this year have been; 
January       1 
February    39 
March        48  
April           44 
May            14 
Come and join us for strawberries and cream, a chat and maybe a table quiz on 
Wednesday 1st July from 2.30pm until 4pm in the church grounds (inside if chilly and 
wet), when we will do the Summer Draw.  

All supporters of St. Peter’s are welcome to come. 
Any donations of prizes for a raffle would be welcome, before the event if possible. 
I do hope you will be able to come, please let me know by Monday 22nd June if you 
intend to come. 
Anyone interested in joining the Draw Club please contact Ann Reeve on 01359  270491 
 

St Peter’s Gift Day Saturday 27th June 
On Saturday, 27th June someone will be at St Peter’s Church, from 10.30am to 2.30pm, to 
receive your kind gift. You can also donate online. The bank details are, PCC of Thurston, 
account number 48641545, sort code 01 07 08. Cheques should be made payable to PCC 
of Thurston.  
Alternatively, you can donate via the Donation tab, on the home page of our website. 
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/ where you can Gift Aid your donation. 

Thank you for your generosity 
 

St. Peter’s Church Draw Club 
Strawberries and Cream 

 

                                                                                                                                  
We would like to start our fundraising for 2026 by asking if people are prepared to 
host a ‘Coffee Morning’. As well as raising money, this it is a great social occasion to 
meet up and bring a friend along.  
 

We are happy for ‘The Rock’ to be used as the venue, and there are always people 
on hand to assist. We are looking to organise one a month starting from March. (The 
July slot has already been filled)  

If you can help 
Please contact Pat on 07552 234443 or Margery on 07443 414622 

 

Thank you 
 

St Peter’s Church Thurston 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
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Dear friends, 
 

As a church community, we are incredibly blessed by the quiet, dedicated service of 
so many individuals who keep our parishes running smoothly. Today, I want to pay 
particular tribute to Ann, who has faithfully served as our Electoral Roll Officer for 
over fifteen years. 
 

Ann has expressed a very understandable desire to "pass on the baton" to someone 
new. Characteristically, she has kindly offered to stay on for another year if needed 
to avoid burdening someone who already holds multiple church tasks. However, 
after more than a decade and a half of wonderful service, it would be magnificent if 
we could find a fresh volunteer to take this role on and give Ann a well-deserved 
rest from these duties. 
 

What is the Electoral Roll Officer? 
 

You don't need to be a theological expert or a tech wizard to do this job! It is a vital, 
practical role that keeps our church administration healthy. The main 
responsibilities include: 
 

Maintaining the List: Keeping an up-to-date register of the names and addresses of 
our church members (the Electoral Roll). 
 

Annual Updates: Once a year, ahead of our Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
(APCM), checking in with the congregation to add new members or update details. 
 

Every Six Years: Assisting with the statutory renewal of the roll (a full reset), which 
happens once every six years across the Church of England. 
 

Who would this suit? 
 

This role is ideal for someone who: 
Enjoys a bit of organisation and has an eye for accurate detail. 
 

Wants to contribute to the life of St Peter's, Thurston without needing to commit to 
a weekly or heavy time investment. Most of the work takes place in the weeks 
leading up to the APCM in the spring. 
 

Possesses basic computer skills (using a simple spreadsheet or database). 
 

If you feel you could help us in this way, or if you would like an informal chat to 
find out a little more about what is involved, please do reach out to me directly. 
 

Let’s join together in thanking Ann for her incredible fifteen years of dedication, 
and pray about who God might be calling to step into this role next. 
 

With every blessing, 
 

Fr Ben 
Vicar of Great Barton and Thurston 
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Bitesize Safeguarding Message of the Week 

  
It's Not Just Policy, It's Personal is a National Church of England 
campaign to raise awareness of how to recognise and report 
safeguarding concerns. The Makin Report has rightly challenged us 
to be confident that abuse, whether current or non-recent, is being 
recognised, reported and responded to.  
That confidence is built not only through clear processes, but through 
the quality of our human response when someone discloses a concern. 
How we listen, how we explain what will happen next, and how 
carefully we handle what is shared can make a profound difference to 
whether people feel believed, respected and protected. Something 
stopping you from reporting? Read about the Barriers to 
Reporting here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Why not email us at admichurch64@gmail.com and get the ball 
rolling?  
Fr Ben will be happy to speak with you about your wedding ceremony 
requirements. 
 

Congratulations!!! 
 

Did you or a member of your family get engaged 
this year? We'd love to host your wedding ceremony 
at either of our  parish churches, St Peter's 
Thurston or Holy Innocents Great Barton

https://stedscathedral.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e091f8e6711e78ddfbd155ed3&id=d72de2b4be&e=4d44fcd2e5
mailto:admichurch64@gmail.com
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Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services 
July 2026 

 
Wednesday 1st July:  
Holy Communion (CW) at Montana Chapel at 11.15am 

 

Sunday 5th July: 
Sung Eucharist at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 6.30pm  
 

Wednesday 8thJuly:  
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 

Sunday 12th July: 
Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am 
Choral Evensong, at Holy Innocents, at 6.30pm  
 

Wednesday 15th July: 
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 

Sunday 19th July: 
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am  
All Age Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents, at 10.30am. 
 

Wednesday 22nd July: 
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 

Sunday 26th July: 
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am. 
 

Wednesday 29th July: 
No service.  
 
 

  
 

(CW Common Worship, BCP Book of Common Prayer)  
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!We sent Warchild some photos of the wonderful Flight of Kites 

installation, and received this encouraging reply!.Please do 
consider making a donation via the dedicated Just Giving page 

below: https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-peters-church-
1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL 

 or via the QR code. Let's see if our villages can send a message of 
hope out to the rest of Suffolk to support generations of children 
affected by war. Here’s how the money you raise could help: £100 
could feed four families who have fled with nothing for a week. 
£60 could provide support for a whole family caught up in conflict 
with all their basic needs for two months, including food and 
blankets. £17 could cover the cost of a child being safely reunited 
with their family. Thank you again to all those who have made 
kites and helped install them! 
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Please email any notices to Peter Robinson beneficepr@gmail.com 
or tel: 07814 946841 by Thursday 25th June. 

  
 

STOREHOUSE,  PLEASE give generously at this time when so many families 
are relying on food banks. Thank you 
Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, Thurston, 
donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents church or with Tim 
Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the following to get the latest information ;- 
Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
Facebook pages: 
Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-
685807921585678/ 
St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/ 
 

St Peter's 
Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at a 
suggested donation of £2.  
There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse. 
Thank you 
Churchwardens  Pat & Margery 
 
 

Find us on Facebook 

Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston. 
Safeguarding Practices 

 

"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, reflecting 
God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent safeguarding practices, 
ensuring our church is a place where everyone, especially the most vulnerable, 
feels protected and valued. This commitment is integral to our Christian 
mission and ministry, enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love, 
compassion, and wholeness." 
 

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our website: 
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/ 
 
 
 
 

mailto:beneficepr@gmail.com
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

