The Benefice of
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter's, Thurston
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.orqg.uk

Sunday 5™ July
5" Sunday after Trinity
10.30am:Genesis 24: 34-38,42-49,58-67. Psalm 45:10-17.Matthew 11: 16-19,25-30
6.30pm: Deuteronomy 24: 10-22. Acts 28: 1-16. Psalm 55: 1-15,18-22.
Readings: NRSV version please.

COLLECT

Almighty God,
send down upon your Church
the riches of your Spirit,
and kindle in all who minister the gospel
your countless gifts of grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Rev’d Ben Edwards
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491
Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays.
Churchwardens
Holy Innocents Gt.Barton
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448

Angela Pearce 01359 256213

St Peter’s Thurston
Pat Sadler 07552 234443
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622
Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616



https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
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Services for this week

Sunday 5" July:
Sung Eucharist at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 6.30pm

Wednesday 8" July:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Services for next week

Sunday 12 July:
Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Choral Evensong, at Holy Innocents, at 6.30pm

Wednesday 15" July:
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Praying for our Benefice -
We pray for;- {

Konrad, Lyn Moss, Lynette Delafortrie, Hayley, Veyron

Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, David Edwards , Maureen and Peter,
Ian Baxter, David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes, Eileen Rogers, Tom,
Cathy McQueen.

e We pray for those killed and injured in the Venezuela earthquake.

e We pray for the peace and stability of the world. Guide the leaders of this
and every nation, that justice and compassion may prevail.

e Please pray for Billy, who is ill in hospital and will be there for some time.
Please also pray for Mum Clare, Dad Jonny and brother Henry.

e We pray for all whose hearts have been saddened by the death of someone
close to them.

e We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.

e At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and may
those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace.

e We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are suffering,
that they may know your love and support.

e We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our lives
with, that we may honour one another.

e We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston.

may they be aware of neighbours in need.
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It is with great sadness we announce the passing of Margaret Bottle
on Monday 29th June 2026.

Margaret was a well-respected member of the Great Barton

community as well as Holy Innocents Church and the Meeting Point
community cafe.

We express our sincere condolences to Janet and John and all
Margaret’s family and friends at this sad time. We will keep Margaret
and her family in our thoughts and prayers.

Holy Innocents Church Great Barton

Holy Innocents are giving out 32 bibles to the school leavers at Great
Barton Primary Academy again this year. The cost of each bible is just
under £12 so we are looking for 32 sponsors to each fund a bible.
Donations can be made by BACS (quoting ‘bibles’, or by giving your
donation to the Church Wardens or treasurer.

For BACS payments our bank details are:
Barclays Bank

Name: Great Barton Church Offertory
Sort Code: 20-16-12

Account: 50421944

St Peter's Church Draw Club

A big thank you to Ann Reeve for running our draw club and for
organising a strawberry tea for the summer draw. It was a very

pleasant afternoon where, as well as delicious strawberries, we enjoyed
a quiz.

Thanks, Ann, for all you do for us.




SOURDOUGH FUNDRAISING WORKSHOP.
for St Peter’s Church Thurston in The Rock,
Saturday 25" July from 10.00am-2.30pm, continues 6.00pm-7.00pm
Would you like to learn how to make your own sourdough bread?
My name 1s Lorna and I've been making sourdough for almost 2 years. I'm very
passionate about it and would love to teach others this amazing skill.

I'll be running a workshop to teach you the basics of sourdough and how to feed
your starter, (this is included and you will be able to take it home afterwards along
with your dough).

Please be aware the workshop is on one day, over 2 sessions. (The times are given
above). The cost of the course is £50.

Spaces are limited to 6 so please book early to avoid disappointment. Further details
on what you need to bring to the session will be given, but in the first instance, to
book, please contact the Warden, Margery Ashford 07443 414622

Lorna

Great Barton & Thurston Mother’s Union
Don't miss our next meeting on Tuesday 14th July at 11:00
in The Rock at St Peter's Church, Thurston.

Sandie Giles will tell us all about her "Adventures
Abroad."

Everyone welcome to join us. Do come along.
Gill Flower & Linda Scoles. Tel. 01359 231718



Serendipity
Chance Encounter

She smiled; the feel good factor was high today. The train zigzagged its
way through The Black Forest hills, how she loved her days off. The
deciduous trees were glorious, full of golden yellow, orange and splashes of
red, this was always a favourite time of the year for her. November sunsets
on the flat fields of East Suffolk, delighted Holly at home too. Today she
would start her Christmas shopping, get all the gifts ready to go to England. The train came
to a halt. Pforzheim, Pforzheim, announced the guard. Her gait was light, the winter
sunshine cast long shadows, she knew full well that the warmth would be gone by mid-
afternoon. The shopping went well and she had managed to get gifts for all the family; this
was before everything became available everywhere. She peeped in all the lovely jewellery
shops, Pforzheim is famous for jewels, as well as being the gateway to the Black

Forest. Goulash soup, salami and crusty bread made a tasty lunch, a glass of wine too, now
she must head back home to Wildbad before it became too dark. With long blonde hair and
blue eyes she was not easily identifiable as a foreigner, a slight burr was to be heard in her
speech, but others were not sure of her origins. Holly was back at the halt by 4 pm to return
home. Once on the train she settled down, bags at her feet; one by one she examined her
gifts, those for her Mar, her sister and Aunty Jessie, Johnny would love the Italian jumper
she had found for him Dad, a posh folding umbrella, he would show it off to everyone. Little
did she know at this point that spreading it all out in her room would be delayed for at least
24 hours. "Wildbad, Wildbad, everyone off the train, end of the line." She hurried along the
wide street of the village. The river flowed through the centre and a series of bridges linked
the shops and thoroughfares on either side. Holly did not want to miss the bergbahn
(mountain railway) otherwise she would have to wait for thirty minutes in the cold draughty
entrance hall for the next one. It was 6 pm, dark and damp, owning a season ticket she was
able to go straight onto the train. The coaches were angled, and attached to the rails on the
side of the mountain, it was necessary to climb the elevated platform to get in. As she
entered the carriage, she noticed a tall well-dressed man sitting in the far corner. "Guten
Abend" he said with Hoch Deutsch (high German) vowels. She already felt nervous, but
replied likewise. Only in those few seconds she felt attracted to him. Deiter, a merger
consultant, had been reading a financial report, and as he looked up and saw this lovely tall
girl get into the carriage, he felt refreshed to see her, after all the figures and percentages he
had been studying. The bahn moved off, its slow jerky movements and mechanical sounds
had become only too familiar to her in the last year living in Wildbad. Lorries and some
cars were allowed to drive to the top, but the bahn was the main communication between the
village and the Summerburg mountain. There was only one stop on the way up, but no one
else got in. For some reason the stop prompted the man to speak to Holly again. "I wonder
if you would care to have a drink with me at the Summerberg Hotel?" How she kept her
cool she did not know his green eyes, blond hair and wide forehead were compelling to look
at. "I regret to say I am unable to accept as I am a personnel member of that hotel and
fraternizing with guests is not allowed, it is a disciplinary matter'. Holly moved her sitting
position and dropped her gaze. " I am so sorry perhaps another time'. Holy felt his
disappointment, he addressed her again he was not going to give up just yet. "Thereis a
dinner-dance at my hotel in the village this evening, will you join me ?"

Now you will have to wait until next month for the second part of my storey !!
Mary.



é 2 St Peter’s Church Thurston Oi ?

We would like to start our fundraising for 2026 by asking if people are
prepared to host a ‘Coffee Morning’. As well as raising money, this it is a
great social occasion to meet up and bring a friend along.

We are happy for ‘The Rock’ to be used as the venue, and there are always
people on hand to assist. We are looking to organise one a month starting
from March. (The July slot has already been filled)

If you can help
Please contact Pat on 07552 234443 or Margery on 07443 414622

In Aid of St Péter s Church Thurston

Tuesday 215" July 10.00am - 12noon
at the kind invitation of
Sarah & Peter Robinson

18 Blackbird Close
07484 674815
BRI G & B Y
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A great opportunity to catch up for a chat so please drop in. All
Welcome.



Did you or a member of your family get
engaged this year?

We'd love to host your wedding ceremony
at either of our parish churches, St Peter's
Thurston

or Holy Innocents Great Barton

Why not email us at admichurch64@gmail.com and get the ball rolling?
Fr Ben will be happy to speak with you about your wedding ceremony requirements.
Congratulations!!!

Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services
July 2026

Wednesday 1st July:
Holy Communion (CW) at Montana Chapel at 11.15am

Sunday 5™ July:
Sung Eucharist at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 6.30pm

Wednesday 8"July:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Sunday 12" July:
Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Choral Evensong, at Holy Innocents, at 6.30pm

Wednesday 15" July:
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 19" July:
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am
All Age Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents, at 10.30am.

Wednesday 22"¢ July:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Sunday 26" July:
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am.

Wednesday 29" July:
No service.




Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston.
Safeguarding Practices

"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, reflecting
God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent safeguarding practices,
ensuring our church is a place where everyone, especially the most vulnerable,
feels protected and valued. This commitment is integral to our Christian
mission and ministry, enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love,
compassion, and wholeness."

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our website:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

St Peter's
Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at a
suggested donation of £2.

There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse.
Thank you
Churchwardens Pat & Margery

Visit the following to get the latest information ;-

Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

Facebook pages:

Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-
685807921585678/

St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/

STOREHOUSE, PLEASE give generously at this time when so many families
are relying on food banks. Thank you

Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, Thurston,
donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents church or with Tim
Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.

Find us on Facebook
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