
The Benefice of 
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter’s, Thurston 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
 

 

Sunday 19th July 
7th Sunday after Trinity  

8.30am: Genesis 28: 10-19a. Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43. 
10.30am:  Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43. 

Readings: 8.30am NRSV. 10.30am MSG version please. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

COLLECT 
 

Generous God, 
you give us gifts and make them grow: 

though our faith is small as mustard seed, 
make it grow to your glory 

and the flourishing of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen 

Rev’d Ben Edwards  
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com  or call  07771 925491 

Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays. 
Churchwardens 

Holy Innocents Gt.Barton 
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448 

Angela Pearce 01359 256213 
St Peter’s Thurston 

Pat Sadler 07552 234443 
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622 

Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616 
 

 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org
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Services for this week 
 

Sunday 19th July: 
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am  
All Age Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents, at 10.30am. 
 

Wednesday 22nd July: 
No Service  
 

Services for next week 
 

Sunday 26th July: 
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am.  
 

Wednesday 29th July: 
No service. 
 

Praying for our Benefice 
We pray for;- 
 
 

Stacy, Konrad, Lyn Moss, Lynette Delafortrie,  Hayley, Veyron  
Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, David Edwards , Maureen and Peter,  
Ian Baxter, David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes, Eileen Rogers, Tom,  
Cathy McQueen. 
 

  
• We pray for Alec, in hospital with a rare condition, we also include mum 

Kelly and dad Stuart. 
• We pray for the victims of the wildfires in Wales and Spain 
• We pray for the peace and stability of the world. Guide the leaders of this 

and every nation, that justice and compassion may prevail.  
• Please pray for Billy, Mum Clare, Dad Jonny and brother Henry. 
• We pray for all whose hearts have been saddened by the death of someone 

close to them.  
• We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.  
• At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and may 

those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace. 
• We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are suffering, 

that they may know your love and support.  
• We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our lives 

with, that we may honour one another. 
• We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston. 

may they be aware of neighbours in need. 
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Holy Innocents Church Great Barton 

 
Holy Innocents are giving out 32 bibles to the school leavers at Great 
Barton Primary Academy again this year. The cost of each bible is just 
under £12 so we are looking for 32 sponsors to each fund a bible. 
Donations can be made by BACS (quoting ‘bibles’, or by giving your 
donation to the Church Wardens or treasurer. 
 
For BACS payments our bank details are: 
Barclays Bank 
Name: Great Barton Church Offertory 
Sort Code: 20-16-12 
Account: 50421944 
 
 

 
It is with great sadness we announce the passing of Margaret Bottle 
on Monday 29th June 2026. 
 
Margaret was a well-respected member of the Great Barton 
community as well as Holy Innocents Church and the Meeting Point 
community cafe. 
We express our sincere condolences to Janet and John and all 
Margaret’s family and friends at this sad time. We will keep Margaret 
and her family in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Margaret’s funeral will take place at the West Suffolk Crematorium 
in the Abbey Chapel at 11.30am on 20th July 2026. Followed by a 
gathering at the Church Institute. All are welcome 
 
The family ask for no flowers, but donations can be made to the 
charity as per the Order of Service. 
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SOURDOUGH FUNDRAISING WORKSHOP. 

for St Peter’s Church Thurston in The Rock, 
Saturday 25th July from 10.00am-2.30pm, continues 6.00pm-7.00pm 

Would you like to learn how to make your own sourdough bread? 
My name is Lorna and I've been making sourdough for almost 2 years. I'm 
very passionate about it and would love to teach others this amazing skill. 
I'll be running a workshop to teach you the basics of sourdough and how 
to feed your starter, (this is included and you will be able to take it home 

afterwards along with your dough). 
Please be aware the workshop is on one day, over 2 sessions. (The times 

are given above). The cost of the course is £50. 
 

 
 
 

Spaces are limited to 6 so please book early to avoid 
disappointment. Further details on what you need to bring to the session 
will be given, but in the first instance, to book, please contact the Warden, 
Margery Ashford 07443 414622 
 

Lorna 
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We would like to start our fundraising for 2026 by asking if people are 
prepared to host a ‘Coffee Morning’. As well as raising money, this it is a 
great social occasion to meet up and bring a friend along.  
 
 

We are happy for ‘The Rock’ to be used as the venue, and there are always 
people on hand to assist. We are looking to organise one a month starting 
from March. (The July slot has already been filled) 
  

If you can help 
Please contact Pat on 07552 234443 or Margery on 07443 414622 

 

Thank you 
 

St Peter’s Church Thurston                    

 
In Aid of St Peter’s Church Thurston 

 

Tuesday 21st July 10.00am – 12noon 
at the kind invitation of  
Sarah & Peter Robinson 

18 Blackbird Close 
O7484 674815 

 
A great opportunity to catch up for a chat so please drop in. All 

Welcome. 
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Serendipity 

Tips for gardens in hot weather 
 
Just one or two tips to try and help you keep your 
garden going in this very hot weather. 
Be an early riser, water your garden before 10 
am.  This really is a good way to water if you can. 
The plant uses the water to its full benefit this 
way.  You might even see a little water in the 

saucers 24 hours later.  Do not go feeding it up with Miracle grow let the 
plant go gently at this time.  With the hose pipe ban collect all the grey water 
from your home. 
The bathroom and kitchen, try and be a little inventive, with plastic piping 
from Wicks perhaps.  If you still wash up by hand keep all the dirty water, 
possibly a gallon or more.  The tea pot can go in it also the water from 
preparing vegetables. All these things will really help. 
Use any natural shade under a tree, we have a large horn beam in our garden, 
also the bin area is surrounded by trees and shrubs.  Our very large fuchia is 
with our wheely bins.  If you have any large old flowerpots that you do not 
uses any more cut the bottoms, out make collars for plants.  Add a little 
multi compost to the enclosure. This will help to make moisture last 
longer.  We can all see that some plants are faring better than others, 
remember these days plants come our shores from all over the world.  We 
have two very large agapanthus looking ace for example. 
Do not be too keen to dig up what you think is dead,  they may well not be, 
keep watering you may be blessed next spring.  David and me are already 
making a list of  things we can do in the winter in readiness, for 2027.  I do 
feel so very sorry that sweet peas came and went, I always pick them as little 
gifts for others, but not this year.  Today it seems we have to put everything 
in one bin or another,  I still have my manual compost area, there is some 
very good stuff cooking up for the spring or being dug in this autumn. 
 
Hope something here helps you in your garden, 
Sincerely,     Mary.  
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Did you or a member of your family get 
engaged this year?  
We'd love to host your wedding ceremony 
at either of our parish churches, St Peter's 
Thurston  
or Holy Innocents Great Barton 
 
 
 

Why not email us at admichurch64@gmail.com and get the ball rolling? 
Fr Ben will be happy to speak with you about your wedding ceremony requirements. 
Congratulations!!! 

 
Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services 

July 2026 
 

Wednesday 1st July:  
Holy Communion (CW) at Montana Chapel at 11.15am 

 

Sunday 5th July: 
Sung Eucharist at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 6.30pm  
 

Wednesday 8thJuly:  
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 

Sunday 12th July: 
Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am 
Choral Evensong, at Holy Innocents, at 6.30pm  
 

Wednesday 15th July: 
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 

Sunday 19th July: 
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am  
All Age Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents, at 10.30am. 
 

Wednesday 22nd July: 
No Service 
 

Sunday 26th July: 
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am. 
 

Wednesday 29th July: 
No service. 
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Please email any notices to Peter Robinson admichurch64@gmail.com 
or tel: 07814 946841 by Thursday 23rd July. 

  
 

STOREHOUSE,  PLEASE give generously at this time when so many families 
are relying on food banks. Thank you 
Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, Thurston, 
donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents church or with Tim 
Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the following to get the latest information ;- 
Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
Facebook pages: 
Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-
685807921585678/ 
St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/ 
 

St Peter's 
Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at a 
suggested donation of £2.  
There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse. 
Thank you 
Churchwardens  Pat & Margery 
 
 

Find us on Facebook 

Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston. 
Safeguarding Practices 

 

"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, reflecting 
God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent safeguarding practices, 
ensuring our church is a place where everyone, especially the most vulnerable, 
feels protected and valued. This commitment is integral to our Christian 
mission and ministry, enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love, 
compassion, and wholeness." 
 

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our website: 
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/ 
 
 
 
 

mailto:beneficepr@gmail.com
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

