
The Benefice of 
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter’s, Thurston 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
 

 
 

Sunday 25th January 2026 
3rd Sunday of Epiphany (Conversion of Paul) 

10.30am: Acts 9: 1-22. Matthew 19: 27-30 
Readings: MSG please. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

COLLECT 
 

Almighty God, 
who caused the light of the gospel 

to shine throughout the world 
through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: 

grant that we who celebrate his wonderful conversion 
may follow him in bearing witness to your truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

Amen 

Rev’d Ben Edwards  
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491 

Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays. 
Churchwardens 

Holy Innocents Gt.Barton 
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448 

Angela Pearce 01359 256213 
St Peter’s Thurston 

Pat Sadler 07552 234443 
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622 

Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616 
 

 
 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org
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Services for this week 
 

Sunday 25th January (Conversion of Paul) 
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 

Wednesday 28th January: 
No Service  
 

Services for next week 
 

Sunday 1st February (Candlemas)   
Benefice Sung Eucharist at Holy Innocents at 10.30am 
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 3.30pm 
 

Wednesday 4th February: 
Holy Communion at Montana at 11.15am  
 

Praying for our Benefice 
We pray for;- 
 

Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, Hayley, Cathy McQueen, Veyron, Maureen and 
Peter, Silvia, Ian Baxter, David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes, Deidre Caley, 
Kathleen Sewter, Eileen Rogers, Tom, Brenda Rainbow, and Jane Dalton 
 

• Please pray for Billy, who is ill in hospital and will be there for some time. 
Please also pray for Mum Clare, Dad Jonny and brother Henry. 

• We continue to pray for those whose lives have been torn apart by emergencies 
and disasters. We especially pray for the people and victims of a train crash in 
Spain, and we pray for the people still missing in a landslide in New Zealand  

• We pray for all people in conflict zones. God please bring relief to these 
troubled regions 

• We pray for peace and stability throughout our world 
• We pray the people on the Suffolk and Norfolk coast who are in fear of loosing 

their homes due to coastal erosion. 
• We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.  
• At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and may 

those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace. 
• We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are suffering, that 

they may know your love and support.  
• We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our lives 

with, that we may honour one another. 
• Comfort and heal those who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit, and give 

them courage and hope. 
• We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston. May 

they be aware of neighbours in need. 
• We pray for ourselves that we may show loving kindness to everyone. 
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CAN	YOU	HELP	US	FILL	THE	SKY	AT	HOLY	INNOCENTS?	
We	are	preparing	a	special	art	installation	to	remember	the	
"Modern	Holy	Innocents"—the	children	of	Gaza,	Ukraine,	Sudan,	
and	the	DRC,	and	all	those	caught	in	the	darkness	of	war	and	conflict	
today.	
We	are	creating	a	"Flight	of	Kites"	to	hang	in	the	church,	and	we	
need	your	help	to	build	it!	Kites	have	long	been	a	symbol	of	hope	
and	freedom	for	children	in	places	like	Gaza,	and	we	want	to	fill	our	
building	with	them	to	show	that	these	children	are	seen,	loved,	and	
never	forgotten	by	God.	
HOW	TO	GET	INVOLVED:	
MAKE:	Cut	out	diamond-shaped	kites	from	white	paper	or	card	

(roughly	the	size	of	your	hand	or	larger).		
TAILS:	Don't	forget	to	add	a	little	tail	made	of	string,	wool,	or	

ribbon!	It	helps	them	"fly"	and	adds	movement	when	we	hang	them.		
WRITE:	Feel	free	to	write	a	prayer,	a	message	of	hope,	or	the	name	

of	a	place	on	the	back	of	your	kite.		
DROP	OFF:	Bring	them	to	Holy	Innocents	Church	and	place	them	

inside	on	the	counter,	or	in	the	porch	if	the	church	is	locked	after	
hours.	A	box	is	also	inside	St	Peter’s	Church	for	you	to	place	your	
kites	in.	
This	is	a	project	for	everyone—children	and	grown-ups	alike.	
Whether	you	make	one	or	twenty,	you	are	helping	us	turn	a	
heartbreaking	statistic	into	a	beautiful,	poignant	sea	of	wings.	 	
#HolyInnocents	#Gaza	#Ukraine	#Sudan	#DRC	#Peace	
#CommunityArt	#AFlightOfKites	#GreatBartonCommunity 
 
	

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/holyinnocents?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa18jSHGAz85am3FZ-DujhlUPIuiEiWuGByBxKy74l25f6z59T2Akc6noXUFoujeYUqZ4SwduIXGJTuLbuQtMRAA-jhwsTVL8mDvfnLTulJ8OUTLndkfkJX2b7A5YvlBC0MW0eRaQEC5GjQG0zdBT-DyDjRu2yAStvjVdFJogqSVg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/gaza?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa18jSHGAz85am3FZ-DujhlUPIuiEiWuGByBxKy74l25f6z59T2Akc6noXUFoujeYUqZ4SwduIXGJTuLbuQtMRAA-jhwsTVL8mDvfnLTulJ8OUTLndkfkJX2b7A5YvlBC0MW0eRaQEC5GjQG0zdBT-DyDjRu2yAStvjVdFJogqSVg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/ukraine?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa18jSHGAz85am3FZ-DujhlUPIuiEiWuGByBxKy74l25f6z59T2Akc6noXUFoujeYUqZ4SwduIXGJTuLbuQtMRAA-jhwsTVL8mDvfnLTulJ8OUTLndkfkJX2b7A5YvlBC0MW0eRaQEC5GjQG0zdBT-DyDjRu2yAStvjVdFJogqSVg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/sudan?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa18jSHGAz85am3FZ-DujhlUPIuiEiWuGByBxKy74l25f6z59T2Akc6noXUFoujeYUqZ4SwduIXGJTuLbuQtMRAA-jhwsTVL8mDvfnLTulJ8OUTLndkfkJX2b7A5YvlBC0MW0eRaQEC5GjQG0zdBT-DyDjRu2yAStvjVdFJogqSVg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/drc?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa18jSHGAz85am3FZ-DujhlUPIuiEiWuGByBxKy74l25f6z59T2Akc6noXUFoujeYUqZ4SwduIXGJTuLbuQtMRAA-jhwsTVL8mDvfnLTulJ8OUTLndkfkJX2b7A5YvlBC0MW0eRaQEC5GjQG0zdBT-DyDjRu2yAStvjVdFJogqSVg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/peace?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa18jSHGAz85am3FZ-DujhlUPIuiEiWuGByBxKy74l25f6z59T2Akc6noXUFoujeYUqZ4SwduIXGJTuLbuQtMRAA-jhwsTVL8mDvfnLTulJ8OUTLndkfkJX2b7A5YvlBC0MW0eRaQEC5GjQG0zdBT-DyDjRu2yAStvjVdFJogqSVg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/communityart?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa18jSHGAz85am3FZ-DujhlUPIuiEiWuGByBxKy74l25f6z59T2Akc6noXUFoujeYUqZ4SwduIXGJTuLbuQtMRAA-jhwsTVL8mDvfnLTulJ8OUTLndkfkJX2b7A5YvlBC0MW0eRaQEC5GjQG0zdBT-DyDjRu2yAStvjVdFJogqSVg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/aflightofkites?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa18jSHGAz85am3FZ-DujhlUPIuiEiWuGByBxKy74l25f6z59T2Akc6noXUFoujeYUqZ4SwduIXGJTuLbuQtMRAA-jhwsTVL8mDvfnLTulJ8OUTLndkfkJX2b7A5YvlBC0MW0eRaQEC5GjQG0zdBT-DyDjRu2yAStvjVdFJogqSVg&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/greatbartoncommunity?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZa18jSHGAz85am3FZ-DujhlUPIuiEiWuGByBxKy74l25f6z59T2Akc6noXUFoujeYUqZ4SwduIXGJTuLbuQtMRAA-jhwsTVL8mDvfnLTulJ8OUTLndkfkJX2b7A5YvlBC0MW0eRaQEC5GjQG0zdBT-DyDjRu2yAStvjVdFJogqSVg&__tn__=*NK-R
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 Visit the following to get the latest information ;- 

Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
Facebook pages: 
Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-
Great-Barton-685807921585678/ 
St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/ 
 

Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston. 
"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, 
reflecting God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent 
safeguarding practices, ensuring our church is a place where 
everyone, especially the most vulnerable, feels protected and valued. 
This commitment is integral to our Christian mission and ministry, 
enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love, compassion, and 
wholeness." 
 
To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our 
website: 
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/ 
 
 
 

Please email any notices to Peter Robinson beneficepr@gmail.com 
or tel: 07814 946841 by Thursday 29th January. 

  
 

STOREHOUSE,  PLEASE give generously at this time when so many 
families are relying on food banks. Thank you 
Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, 
Thurston, donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents 
church or with Tim Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Find us on Facebook 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:beneficepr@gmail.com

