The Benefice of
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter's, Thurston
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk
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Sunday 22nd February 2026
1% Sunday of Lent

10.30am: Philippians 3: 17-4.1. Matthew 4: 1-11.
Readings: 10.30am MSG please.

COLLECT

Almighty God,
whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness,
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin:
give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit;
and, as you know our weakness,
so may we know your power to save;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen

Rev’d Ben Edwards
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491
Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays.
Churchwardens
Holy Innocents Gt.Barton
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448

Angela Pearce 01359 256213

St Peter’s Thurston
Pat Sadler 07552 234443
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622
Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616
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Services for this week

Sunday 22nd February:
All Age Family Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Wednesday 25" February:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Services for next week

Sunday 1st March:
Sung Eucharist at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 3.30pm

Wednesday 4™ March:
Holy Communion (CW) Montana at 11.15am
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Praying for our Benefice {
We pray for;-

Maureen Ridgwell, Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, Hayley, Veyron,
Cathy McQueen, Maureen and Peter, Silvia, Ian Baxter, David Sheppard,
Roger and Pat Boyes, Deidre Caley, Kathleen Sewter, Eileen Rogers, Tom, and
Jane Dalton.

e We pray for the wisdom to protect and restore God's creation, reflecting
on the impact of our own behaviours.

e We pray for those in need: We lift up those suffering in body, mind, or
spirit, and those facing difficult decisions or personal challenges.

e We pray for the Church as we begin our Lenten journey, that it may be a
place of honest reflection and renewal.

e We pray for all whose hearts have been saddened by the death of
someone close to them, especially thinking of the family and friends of
Brenda Rainbow.

e We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.

e At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and
may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace.

e We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are
suffering, that they may know your love and support.

e We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our
lives with, that we may honour one another.

e We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston.
may they be aware of neighbours in need.
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A Step of Faith: Confirmation 2026

Confirmation is a powerful moment in our lives—a chance to stand up and say a
public "yes" to the unbound love God has for every one of us.

It isn’t about having all the answers or being a "perfect" Christian. Instead, it is

a rooted commitment to follow the way of Jesus in the reality of the world we live
in. Whether you were baptised as a child and want to "confirm" those promises for
yourself, or you are coming to faith later in life, you are so welcome to explore
this path.

This year’s Diocesan Confirmation Service will be held at St Edmundsbury
Cathedral on Sunday 3rd May at 3.30pm.

If you have been thinking about confirmation, or if you simply have questions
about what it means to live out an honest faith in Suffolk today, please do come
and have a chat with me. [ would love to walk with you as you prepare for this
special day.

Fr Ben

Lent 1 with Lance

Walking home from Knit and Natter we encountered a family group with a
small boy on scooter bringing up the rear. Lance was earnestly inspecting a
tree when the boy spotted my high-viz jacket and said '""Whoa! That’s
bright!" I replied that "this is the point of it; people must be able to see me."

Tree inspection successfully completed I continued on reflecting that the Love
of God should shine out of us at all times, and wondered if people see our
flaws or his Love.

The Lord be with you

luv
Stephne

Cream Tea
There will be a cream tea at
Great Barton Institute
on Easter Monday April 6th at 3pm.

The cost will be £8.50 to raise funds towards renovations to the Hall.

If you would like to attend, please email Sarah
Robinson spandj@icloud.com or telephone 07484 674815
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St Peter’s Church Thurston
We would like to start our fundraising for 2026 by asking if people are
prepared to host a ‘Coffee Morning’. As well as raising money, this it is a
great social occasion to meet up and bring a friend along. We are happy for
‘The Rock’ to be used as the venue, and there are always people on hand to
assist. We are looking to organise one a month starting from March. (The
July slot has already been filled)

If you can help
Please contact Pat on 07552 234443 or Margery on (07443 414622

Thank you

St Peter's
Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at a
suggested donation of £2.
There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse.
Thank you
Churchwardens Pat & Margery

Visit the following to get the latest information ;-

Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

Facebook pages:

Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-
Barton-685807921585678/

St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/

STOREHOUSE, PLEASE give generously at this time when so many
families are relying on food banks. Thank you

Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd,
Thurston, donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents
church or with Tim Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.

Find us on Facebook
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