The Benefice of
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter's, Thurston
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk
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Sunday 1°* February 2026
Candlemas
10.30am: Malachi 3: 1-5. Psalm 24. Luke 2: 22-40
6.30pm: Exodus 13: 1-6. Romans 12: 1-5. Psalm 48
Readings: NRSV please.

COLLECT

Almighty and ever-living God,
clothed in majesty,
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple,
in substance of our flesh:
grant that we may be presented to you
with pure and clean hearts,
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen

Rev’d Ben Edwards
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491
Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays.
Churchwardens
Holy Innocents Gt.Barton
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448

Angela Pearce 01359 256213

St Peter’s Thurston
Pat Sadler 07552 234443
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622
Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616
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Services for this week

Sunday 1% February (Candlemas)
Benefice Sung Eucharist at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 3.30pm

Wednesday 4™ February:
Holy Communion at Montana at 11.15am

Services for next week

Sunday 8" February:
Benefice Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 3.30pm

Wednesday 11" February:
Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am

A

Praying for our Benefice {
We pray for;-
Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, Hayley, Cathy McQueen, Veyron,
Maureen and Peter, Silvia, lan Baxter, David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes,
Deidre Caley, Kathleen Sewter, Eileen Rogers, Tom, Brenda Rainbow, and
Jane Dalton
e Please pray for Billy, who is ill in hospital and will be there for some
time. Please also pray for Mum Clare, Dad Jonny and brother Henry.
e We pray for the people that are experiencing severe weather conditions,
of wind and rain.
e We pray for all people in conflict zones. God please bring relief to these
troubled regions
e We pray for peace and stability throughout our world
e We pray the people on the Suffolk and Norfolk coast who are in fear of
loosing their homes due to coastal erosion.
e We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.
e At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and
may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace.
e We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are
suffering, that they may know your love and support.
e We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our
lives with, that we may honour one another.
e Comfort and heal those who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit, and
give them courage and hope.
e We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston.
May they be aware of neighbours in need.
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A Message from Rev’d Steph
Introducing Lance

I will be bringing my new guide dog Lance to church as part of his
ongoing training. He is young and exuberant, and we both have a
great deal to learn. To help us keep everyone safe and teach him how
to behave, please could you follow the guide dog etiquette strictly:

Ignore Lance totally at all times, this means no eye contact or physical
contact, he is adorable but please never touch him.

Do not give him anything to eat ever. This boy runs on his tummy and
treats are given by me only as part of his training.

We will sit in our usual pew but may have to leave early as the
conversion from Pagan to Anglican is a challenging one.

We will go up the altar rail but please give us space on his side and
mine to avoid disasters. He will stand with his front paws on the first
step if all goes according to plan but may sit. Joop will be near to
make sure he doesn't try to say hello to the altar party or snaffle the
wafers.

We will do our best not to be disruptive and all will eventually be
well.

Patience and persistence is required. Coco is the ultimate
professional, Lance is an apprentice for the next year. Thank you so
much.

He and the humans were impeccably behaved at Meeting Point and at
Book Club in the Library.

God be with us all.
Steph and Lance




CAN YOU HELP US FILL THE SKY AT HOLY INNOCENTS?

We are preparing a special art installation to remember the '"Modern
Holy Innocents'"—the children of Gaza, Ukraine, Sudan, and the
DRC, and all those caught in the darkness of war and conflict today.
We are creating a "Flight of Kites" to hang in the church, and we
need your help to build it! Kites have long been a symbol of hope and
freedom for children in places like Gaza, and we want to fill our
building with them to show that these children are seen, loved, and
never forgotten by God.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED:

*’MAKE: Cut out diamond-shaped kites from white paper or card
(roughly the size of your hand or larger).

TTAILS: Don't forget to add a little tail made of string, wool, or
ribbon! It helps them "fly" and adds movement when we hang them.
ZWRITE: Feel free to write a prayer, a message of hope, or the name
of a place on the back of your Kite.

? DROP OFF: Bring them to Holy Innocents Church and place them
inside on the counter, or in the porch if the church is locked after
hours.

This is a project for everyone—children and grown-ups alike.
Whether you make one or twenty, you are helping us turn a
heartbreaking statistic into a beautiful, poignant sea of wings.
#Holylnnocents #Gaza #Ukraine #Sudan #DRC #Peace
#CommunityArt #AFlightOfKites #GreatBartonCommunity
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Serendipity February 2026

"Music"
Music is one of the most beautiful and wonderful
things in life.
Yes indeed, music is truly part of our lives. I have
yet to meet anyone who does not like music, in
some form or another.

The wonderful expression of "It" all; from the Beatles, Abba, our hymns in
church, - the great classical composers and so much more. When playing or
singing it's practise, practise and more practise, to try and get it at best for
others. My own formal learning began in the 1950s. Professional or amateurs
a like, it takes a lot of practise. It was in 1959 that I sat my Grade 1. My
parents gave great support to me, in the love of all music. This will make you
smile my Mother saved two shillings a week, and later half a crown for a half
hour lesson. My first teacher was great at getting her youngsters to work at
grades, only to grade four for me, I wanted to play everything, the second lady
that guided me to and through so many other types of our subject. Although
not a concert pianist, these two dear ladies did their best!

Today I am the proud owner of an electric piano. It is a family joke that no
one can rattle a good hymn like our "M". There are so many things that I
could share with you about this form of expression, but I have chosen a
composer namely Benjamin Britten, our local boy. Born in 1935 in Lowestoft
Suffolk, he never failed to forget his wonderful Suffolk. I mention just three of
his works, Peter Grimes written in 1945 his War Requiem and the young
persons guide to the orchestra - and much much more. He died quite young in
1976. He was the founder of music in the Snape Maltings, it is said by many
that the concert hall has the greatest acoustics in the World. Both my husband
David and myself have been so lucky in attending many concerts there over
the years. Today you will find many outreach workshops in the grounds of
this historic place. I could go on and on but I must not, you see music is first
passion. I sincerely hope many of you will have learnt something about this
expressive gift we enjoy.

Two more short pieces about music will follow soon, when you give a talk, you
are told to educate to entertain and to motivate, I hope this experience has
been the case here.

Most sincerely, Mary

Did you know that it takes three years to make a bottle of Lea and Perrins
Worcestershire Sauce? !!
Don't you just love children's general knowledge.




It was wonderful to see so many at our '""Mud and Glory" service as we
gathered to celebrate both Plough Sunday and the Baptism of Christ; the
sight of the plough standing right next to our stone font served as a powerful
reminder: our faith isn't a museum piece. It belongs exactly there—in the grit,
the soil, and the daily rhythms of life here in Thurston.

We often talk about how much Thurston is changing with new developments
and digging, but on that Sunday, we took a moment to celebrate the vibrant
"now.'" Whether it’s the early morning joggers on the pavements, the bustle
at the Co-Op after the trains pull in, or the laughter shared over a pint at the
Fox or The Victoria, this is the "soil"" where God is at work.

Whether you are a newcomer still figuring out the bin collection or a local
who remembers when the Granary was the village's heartbeat, you are the
soul of this community.

We reflected on the fact that when Jesus was baptised in the Jordan, it wasn't
a sterile, calm event. The Jordan was a working river—muddy and
unpredictable. By stepping into those waters, God sent a clear message: "I am
not a God who stays on the sidelines. I am a God who gets into the thick of it
with you."

The most moving part of the message for me was the reminder of our shared
identity. In a world that defines us by our mortgages, our jobs, or our age,
God speaks a different truth over us: '"You are my Child, the Beloved." You
don't have to ‘earn’ this through a year of hard work; you are already enough
before the first furrow is even turned.

So, what does ""ploughing" look like for us in Thurston today? We saw it in
the examples shared during the service:

The volunteers helping neighbours navigate new technology.

The vital work of the Thurston Relief in Need charity.

The simple, radical act of caring for the person living next door.

Ploughing is about breaking up the hard ground of our own hearts—softening
the bits of us that have become tired or cynical—so that the "Unbound Love"
we talk so much about can actually take root and grow.

As we blessed the plough, we also blessed the reality of our lives. God doesn't
want a ‘polished’ church version of you. God wants the real, gritty, Thurston
version of you—the one dealing with school runs, heating bills, and the quiet
joys of a walk across our Suffolk fields.

Let’s carry that blessing into the month ahead. May we be a village where
grace flows as freely as the waters of the Jordan.

Peace and every blessing,

Fr Ben

The Rev'd Fr Benjamin Edwards

Vicar of Great Barton & Thurston




Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services
February 2026

Sunday 1% February (Candlemas)
Benefice Sung Eucharist at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 3.30pm

Wednesday 4™ February:
Holy Communion at Montana at 11.15am

Sunday 8" February:
Benefice Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 3.30pm

Wednesday 11" February:
Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Sunday 15" February:
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am
All Age Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Wednesday 18" February: (Ash Wednesday)
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 6.00pm

Sunday 22nd February:
All Age Family Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Wednesday 25" February:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

(CW Common Worship, BCP Book of Common Prayer)



Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston.
"QOur vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all,
reflecting God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent
safeguarding practices, ensuring our church is a place where
everyone, especially the most vulnerable, feels protected and valued.
This commitment is integral to our Christian mission and ministry,
enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love, compassion, and
wholeness."

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our
website:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

Visit the following to get the latest information ;-

Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

Facebook pages:

Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-
Great-Barton-685807921585678/

St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/

STOREHOUSE, PLEASE give generously at this time when so many
families are relying on food banks. Thank you

Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd,
Thurston, donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents
church or with Tim Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.

Please email any notices to Peter Robinson beneficepr@gmail.com

or tel: 07814 946841 by Thursday 5™ February.

Find us on Facebook
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