
The Benefice of 
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter’s, Thurston 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
 

 
 

Sunday 15th February 2026 
Sunday next before Lent 

8.30am: Exodus 24: 12-18. Matthew 17: 1-9. 
10.30am: Exodus 24: 12-18. Matthew 17: 1-9 

Readings: 8.30am NRSV. 10.30am MSG please. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

COLLECT 
 

Almighty Father, 
whose Son was revealed in majesty 

before he suffered death upon the cross: 
give us grace to perceive his glory, 

that we may be strengthened to suffer with him 
and be changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Amen 

Rev’d Ben Edwards  
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491 

Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays. 
Churchwardens 

Holy Innocents Gt.Barton 
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448 

Angela Pearce 01359 256213 
St Peter’s Thurston 

Pat Sadler 07552 234443 
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622 

Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616 
 

 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org


 2 

Services for this week 
 

Sunday 15th February:  
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am 
All Age Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am 
 
Wednesday 18th February: (Ash Wednesday) 
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 6.30pm 
 

Services for next week 
 

Sunday 22nd February: 
All Age Family Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 
Wednesday 25th February: 
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am 
 
 

Praying for our Benefice 
We pray for;- 
 

Maureen Ridgwell, Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, Hayley, Veyron,  
Cathy McQueen, Maureen and Peter, Silvia, Ian Baxter, David Sheppard, 
Roger and Pat Boyes, Deidre Caley, Kathleen Sewter, Eileen Rogers, Tom, and 
Jane Dalton. 
 
 

• Please pray for Billy, who is ill in hospital and will be there for some 
time. Please also pray for Mum Clare, Dad Jonny and brother Henry. 

• We pray for those killed in the Canadian school shooting. We also pray 
for their family and friends. 

• We pray for all whose hearts have been saddened by the death of 
someone close to them, especially thinking of the family and friends of 
Brenda Rainbow. 

• We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.  
• At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and 

may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace. 
• We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are 

suffering, that they may know your love and support.  
• We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our 

lives with, that we may honour one another. 
• Comfort and heal those who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit, and 

give them courage and hope. 
• We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston. 

may they be aware of neighbours in need. 
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A Message from Rev’d Steph 
Introducing Lance 

 

I will be bringing my new guide dog Lance to church as part of his ongoing 
training. He is young and exuberant, and we both have a great deal to learn. 
To help us keep everyone safe and teach him how to behave, please could you 
follow the guide dog etiquette strictly: 
 

Ignore Lance totally at all times, this means no eye contact or physical contact, 
he is adorable but please never touch him. 
Do not give him anything to eat ever. This boy runs on his tummy and treats 
are given by me only as part of his training. 
We will sit in our usual pew but may have to leave early as the conversion 
from Pagan to Anglican is a challenging one. 
We will go up the altar rail but please give us space on his side and mine to 
avoid disasters. He will stand with his front paws on the first step if all goes 
according to plan but may sit. Joop will be near to make sure he doesn't try to 
say hello to the altar party or snaffle the wafers. 
 

We will do our best not to be disruptive and all will eventually be well. 
Patience and persistence is required. Coco is the ultimate professional, Lance 
is an apprentice for the next year. Thank you so much. 
 

He and the humans were impeccably behaved at Meeting Point and at Book 
Club in the Library. 
 

God be with us all. 
Steph and Lance 
 

 

"Special Visitor: Bishop Joanne at St Peter’s 
 

We are delighted to welcome Bishop Joanne to our All Age Service at 
St Peter's on 22nd February. This will be a highlight of our calendar 
as we gather to worship and celebrate our life together as a parish, 
and to give Bishop Joanne a warm Suffolk welcome as our new 
Diocesan Bishop. Please make every effort to attend and bring a 
friend! Let’s fill the pews with the warmth and hospitality our 
community is known for. Stay after the service for tea, coffee, and a 
chance to welcome Bishop Joanne as she leads our diocese into the 
future." 
 
The Rev'd Fr Benjamin Edwards 
Vicar of Great Barton & Thurston 
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Please email any notices to Peter Robinson beneficepr@gmail.com 
or tel: 07814 946841 by Thursday 19th February. 

  
 

STOREHOUSE,  PLEASE give generously at this time when so many 
families are relying on food banks. Thank you 
Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, 
Thurston, donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents church 
or with Tim Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find us on Facebook 

Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston. 
"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, 
reflecting God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent 
safeguarding practices, ensuring our church is a place where everyone, 
especially the most vulnerable, feels protected and valued. This 
commitment is integral to our Christian mission and ministry, enabling 
us to live out the Gospel message of love, compassion, and wholeness." 
 
To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our website: 
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/ 
 
 
 

Visit the following to get the latest information ;- 
Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
Facebook pages: 
Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-
Great-Barton-685807921585678/ 
St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/ 
 

St Peter's 
Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at 
a suggested donation of £2.  
There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse. 
Thank you 
Churchwardens  Pat & Margery 
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