
The Benefice of 
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter’s, Thurston 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
 

 
 

Sunday 21st December 2025 
4th Sunday of Advent 

8.30am: Isaiah 7: 10-16. Matthew 1: 18-25 
10.30am: Isaiah 7: 10-16. Romans 1: 1-7. Matthew 1: 18-25. 

Readings: 8.30am MRSV, 10.30am MSG please. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

COLLECT 
 

Eternal God, 
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 

so we wait for his coming in glory; 
bring us through the birth pangs of this present age 

to see, with her, our great salvation 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen 

Rev’d Ben Edwards  
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491 

Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays. 
Churchwardens 

Holy Innocents Gt.Barton 
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448 

Angela Pearce 01359 256213 
St Peter’s Thurston 

Pat Sadler 07552 234443 
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622 

Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616 
 

 
 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org
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Services for this week 

 

Sunday 21st December: 
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am 
All Age Holy Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am 
 
Wednesday 24th December 
Crib Service at St Peter’s, Thurston at 2.00pm  
Crib Service at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 4.00pm 
Bethlehem Midnight Mass at St Peter's at 9.00pm  
Midnight Mass at Holy Innocents, Great Barton at 11.00pm  
 
Thursday 25th December: 
Benefice Christmas Morning Holy Communion  at Holy Innocents, at 
10.00am  
 

Services for next week 
 

Sunday 28th December: 
Benefice Songs of Praise at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 
Wednesday 31st December 
No Service 
 
Praying for our Benefice 
We pray for;- 
 
 
Milly, Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, Hayley, Cathy McQueen, 
Maureen and Peter, Silvia, Veyron, David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes, 
Deidre Caley, Kathleen Sewter, Eileen Rogers, David and Mary Edwards. 
Gill & Dick Flower, Tom and Ian Baxter 
• Lord, as we await your coming, help us to find stillness amidst the world's 

distractions. 
• We pray for our communities, that have experienced violence especially in 

Australia. We pray for the Families and friends of those who have died 
and those injured. 
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• We also pray for the Families and friends of the students who have died 
and those injured at the Brown University in America. 

• We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.  
• We pray for all whose hearts have been saddened by the death of someone 

close to them, especially thinking of the family and friends of Derek Caley 
and Beth Harris. 

• We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are suffering, 
that they may know your love and support.  

• At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and 
may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace. 

• We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our lives 
with, that we may honour one another. 

• Comfort and heal those who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit, and 
give them courage and hope. 

• We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston. 
May they be aware of neighbours in need. 

• We pray for ourselves that we may show loving kindness to everyone. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Derek Caley 
It is with great sadness we announce the passing of Derek Caley. 

Derek was a well-respected member of the Great Barton community as 
well as Holy Innocents Church. We express our sincere condolences to 

Derek’s wife Deidre, along with their family and friends at this sad time. 
We will communicate Funeral arrangements when available 

 

Beth Harris 
We express our sincere condolences to Reg, along with Beth’s family and 

friends at this sad time. We will communicate Funeral arrangements 
when available 

 

 
Christmas Tree Festival at St Peter’s 

 

A huge thank you to everyone who decorated trees, made donations, and 
assisted with the running of the Christmas Tree Festival over the weekend. 

The grand sum of £500 was raised for church funds. 
 

Thank you 
On behalf of St Peter’s 
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Visit the following to get the latest information ;- 
Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
Facebook pages: 
Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-
Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/ 
St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-
Thurston-1790473917903849/ 
 

Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston. 
"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, 
reflecting God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent 
safeguarding practices, ensuring our church is a place where everyone, 
especially the most vulnerable, feels protected and valued. This 
commitment is integral to our Christian mission and ministry, 
enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love, compassion, and 
wholeness." 
To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our 
website: 
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/ 
 
 
 

Please email any notices to Peter Robinson beneficepr@gmail.com 
 or tel: 07814 946841 by Wednesday 24th December 2025. 

  
 

STOREHOUSE,  PLEASE give generously at this time when so many 
families are relying on food banks. Thank you 
Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, 
Thurston, donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents 
church or with Tim Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Find us on Facebook 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:beneficepr@gmail.com

