
The Benefice of 
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter’s, Thurston 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
 
 

 

Sunday 30th August 
13th Sunday after Trinity  
10.30am: Matthew 16: 21-28 

Readings: MSG version please. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

COLLECT 
 

Almighty God, 
you search us and know us: 

may we rely on you in strength 
and rest on you in weakness, 

now and in all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Amen 

Rev’d Ben Edwards  
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com  or call  07771 925491 

Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays. 
Churchwardens 

Holy Innocents Gt.Barton 
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448 

Angela Pearce 01359 256213 
St Peter’s Thurston 

Pat Sadler 07552 234443 
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622 

Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616 
 

 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org
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Services for this week 
Sunday 30th August: 
Benefice All Age Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents, at 10.30am.  
 

Wednesday 2nd September: 
Holy Communion (CW) at Montana Chapel at 11.15am  
 

Services for next week 
Sunday 6th September: (Harvest Festival) 
Harvest Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
Choral Evensong, at St Peter’s, at 6.30pm  
 

Wednesday 9th September: 
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 
 

Praying for our Benefice 
We pray for: - 
 
 

Alan & Joy Horton, Barrie James, Diana and Nessa, Diamond Foster, Lance, 
Stephen, Stacy, Lyn Moss, Hayley, Lynette Delafortrie, Veyron, Betty & Norman 
Blades, Alexander, Maureen, David Edwards, Ian Baxter, David Sheppard, Tom, 
Eileen Rogers,  
Cathy McQueen, Roger and Pat Boyes. 
 
• We pray for the babies killed in the hospital fire in Pakistan. We also pray 

for their families 
• We pray for those killed and missing in the flood on the Nepal-Tibet border. 
• We pray for Fr Ben ahead of the elections for the General Synod. 
• We pray for Alec, in hospital with a rare condition, we also include mum 

Kelly and dad Stuart. 
• We pray for the peace and stability of the world. Guide the leaders of this 

and every nation, that justice and compassion may prevail.  
• We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.  
• At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and may 

those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace. 
• We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are suffering, 

that they may know your love and support.  
• We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our lives 

with, that we may honour one another. 
• We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston. may 

they be aware of neighbours in need. 
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We are hiring! Great Barton and Thurston Benefice are looking for a 
Children and Families worker with a focus on Music to ignite our 
ministry and mission to the youth of our parishes. Is that you? 
 
Use the link below for more information. 
 
https://greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
 

 

It is with great sadness we announce the passing of  
David Sheppard on 22nd August 2026. David was a valued and 
respected member of Holy Innocents Church for many years and 
within the village of Great Barton. 
We express our sincere condolences to David’s Family and Friends at 
this sad time. 
 
David’s funeral will take place on Wednesday 9th September at 
10.00am, in the St Edmunds Chapel, at West Suffolk Crematorium. 
There will be refreshments afterwards at The View Restaurant,  
All Saints Hotel, Fornham All Saints IP28 6JQ 
 

https://greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
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Thank you to everyone for your generous support, which included the Kites, created 
by so many of you. 

 

A Prayer for the Holy Innocents of our Time 
 

God of all mercy. 
who cherishes the small and the vulnerable: 
we lift to you the children of every nation 
caught in the fire of war and the shadows of conflict. 
 

Protect them from the violence they do not understand, 
shield them from fear, and preserve them in hope. 
 

As we gather in the name of the Holy Innocents, 
bind us together in this work of prayer, 
that we may be a sanctuary of compassion 
and a voice for those who have no name. 
 

Enfold the children of today in your grace, 
giving them safety and a future of peace: 
through your son Jesus Christ, who took the children 
into his arms and blessed them. 
 

Amen 
 

Over the past few weeks we have been collecting 
donations for War Child. The donations have been 
received online and in person.  

Our goal was to raise £1000. 
Although we will continue to support War Child 

and the work they do for children affected by 
conflict all over the world, we are now in a position 
to share the good news that the total we have raised, 

including Gift Aid is:- £1013.56 
 
 

     
Harvest Festival is a time to express our gratitude for food and farming. On Sunday 
16th at our 10.30am service, we will give thanks for the successful gathering in of 
the year’s crops. As always, parishioners are invited to bring harvest gifts, of 
nonperishable goods, to the service. We would also welcome gifts of locally grown 
crops to decorate our church. All food will be taken to the ‘Storehouse’ foodbank in 
Bury St Edmunds.               

Thank you 
Pat & Margery 

 

Sunday 13th September 10.30am at St Peter’s Thurston 
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It raises money for St Peter’s Church  
and the Suffolk Historic Churches Trust. 

 

We need volunteers to register the cyclists at the Church. 
If you can help for an hour, please sign the form at the back of the church 

 

or phone Mary Fawcett: 01359 231363 
Thank you 

 
 

It raises money for Holy Innocents Church Great Barton 
and the Suffolk Historic Churches Trust. 

 

If you would like to take part, sponsorship forms can be found at the back of 
the church. 

 

Alternatively, you can contact Tim Frost on 07840 249448,  
or email: timfr0st@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Thank you 

RIDE AND STRIDE for Churches 
 

This takes place on Saturday 12th September 
between 10.00am and 4.00pm. 

 

RIDE AND STRIDE 
 

This takes place on Saturday 12th September 
between 10.00am and 4.00pm. 

 

 
 

 

Come along and join us. All are welcome. 
 

Gill Flower & Linda Scoles 
Tel. 01359 231718 

 

Great Barton and Thurston Mothers Union 
Our September meeting will be on Tuesday 8th.  We will meet 
at 11:00 
in St Peter's Church for our Corporate Communion Service. 
Rev'd. Fr. Ben will join us and give communion and a short talk. 
Our theme for September is "Peace and Reconciliation." 
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SOURDOUGH FUNDRAISING WORKSHOP. 
for  

St Peter’s Church Thurston 
in The Rock, 

Wednesday 16th September and Saturday 26th September from 10.00am-
2.30pm, continues 6.00pm-7.00pm 

 
 

Would you like to learn how to make your own sourdough bread? 
My name is Lorna and I've been making sourdough for almost 2 years. I'm very 

passionate about it and would love to teach others this amazing skill. 
I'll be running a workshop to teach you the basics of sourdough and how to feed 

your starter, (this is included and you will be able to take it home afterwards along 
with your dough). 

Please be aware the workshop is on one day, over 2 sessions. (The times are given 
above). The cost of the course is £45. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Spaces are limited to 6 so please book early to avoid 
disappointment. Further details on what you need to bring to the session 
will be given, but in the first instance, to book, please contact the 
Warden, Margery Ashford 07443 414622 
 

Lorna 
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Please email any notices to Peter Robinson admichurch64@gmail.com 
or tel: 07814 946841 by Thursday 3rd September. 

  
 

STOREHOUSE,  PLEASE give generously at this time when so many families 
are relying on food banks. Thank you 
Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, Thurston, 
donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents church or with Tim 
Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the following to get the latest information ;- 
Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
Facebook pages: 
Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-
685807921585678/ 
St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/ 
 

St Peter's 
Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at a 
suggested donation of £2.  
There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse. 
Thank you 
Churchwardens  Pat & Margery 
 
 

Find us on Facebook 

Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston. 
Safeguarding Practices 

 

"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, reflecting 
God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent safeguarding practices, 
ensuring our church is a place where everyone, especially the most vulnerable, 
feels protected and valued. This commitment is integral to our Christian 
mission and ministry, enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love, 
compassion, and wholeness." 
 

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our website: 
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/ 
 
 
 
 

mailto:beneficepr@gmail.com
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

