The Benefice of
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter's, Thurston
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.orqg.uk

Sunday 2" August

9" Sunday after Trinity
10.30am: Genesis 32: 22-31. Psalm 17: 1-7, 16, Matthew 14: 13-21.
6.30pm: Song of Solomon 5: 2-16. 2 Peter 1: 1-15. Psalm 85.

Readings: NRSV version please.

COLLECT

Gracious Father,
revive your Church in our day,
and make her holy, strong and faithful,
for your glory’s sake
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Rev’d Ben Edwards
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491
Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays.
Churchwardens
Holy Innocents Gt.Barton
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448

Angela Pearce 01359 256213

St Peter’s Thurston
Pat Sadler 07552 234443
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622
Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616



https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org

Services for this week

Sunday 2nd August:
Benefice Holy Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong St Peter’s 6.30pm

Wednesday 5™ August:
No service

Services for next week

Sunday 9" August: Transfiguration of our Lord
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Choral Evensong, at Holy Innocents, at 6.30pm

Wednesday 12" August:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

\
Praying for our Benefice {

We pray for:-

Molly, Diamond Foster, Lance, Stephen, Stacy, Lyn Moss, Lynette Delafortrie,
Hayley, Veyron, Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, David Edwards, Ian
Baxter, Maureen and Peter, Ian Baxter, David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes,
Tom, Eileen Rogers, Cathy McQueen.

e We pray for those victims and those still trapped, following the earth quake
in Japan.

e We pray for Alec, in hospital with a rare condition, we also include mum
Kelly and dad Stuart.

e We pray for the victims of the wildfires in Spain and France

e We pray for the peace and stability of the world. Guide the leaders of this
and every nation, that justice and compassion may prevail.

e Please pray for Billy, Mum Claire, Dad Jonny and brother Henry.

e We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.

e At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and may
those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace.

e We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are suffering,
that they may know your love and support.

e We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our lives
with, that we may honour one another.

e We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston. may

they be aware of neighbours in need.
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"The joyous news came this week that young Billy, for whom we have
been praying for many months, has defeated the cancer that assailed him.
Well done, Billy! And well done to his lovely parents Claire and Jonny,
and brother Henry, a real blessing. Thank you for all your prayers, and we
continue to pray that Billy flourishes and grows strong in spirit. Thanks be
to God!

'God, Holy Father and Mother of All, we thank you that Billy has come
through this trial through his own fortitude and the diligent help of so
many; medically, spiritually and in love. Help all such young people
fighting the shadow of cancer in their lives, that they might flourish too.
Amen's

Fr Ben

| As many of you know, Lance had a second
seizure recently. He will be having blood
§ tests on Wednesday 29™ July. If the results
@8 are normal, he will commence medication
w/ . forepilepsy immediately, and be suspended
A8 4 from work for a minimum of 7 weeks.
8 During this time I can still walk him on a
& lead but will be leading him rather than him
leading me. Stand well back!

He will be closely monitored by the vets to control side effects and alter
dosage. He may be a bit dopey for a while until he settles into the new
regime. When he 1s not working you may ask if you can stroke him but
please do not be offended if I say "no" as we do not want him to be over
excited. If the blood results are not normal, we may be looking at
retirement for him, I don't want to think about that.

The Lord be with you

Luv Stephne




Coffee Morning
In Aid of St Peter's Church

Thursday 20™ August 10.00am - 12noon
at the kind invitation of
Rev'd Stephne & Joop Van Der Toorn
In
The Rock
BRING & BLY

| | | 1

Raffle . E '

Raffle prizes welcome on the day.
A great opportunity to catch up for a chat so please drop by

All are Welcome

Did you or a member of your family get
engaged this year?

We'd love to host your wedding
ceremony at either of our parish
churches, St Peter's Thurston
or Holy Innocents Great Barton

Why not email us at admichurch64@gmail.com and get the ball rolling?
Fr Ben will be happy to speak with you about your wedding ceremony
requirements.

Congratulations!!!
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Serendipity
Episode 2 A Chance Encounter

Her heart missed a beat or two!

“Yes, that would be lovely, can I have an hour to wash
and change?”

“Selbsverstandlich” (but of course), longer perhaps?”
The bahn halted at the summit.

“In an hour then,” he confirmed.

Both parties now felt real expectations. Dieter glad he had made his suggestion
went into the bar at the Sommerberg hotel. Holly felt like running into

the service lift, but didn’t. Her pulse had quickened, she felt level headed and in
control. What to wear the BIG question? The Christmas parcels were no longer
her focus of attention. A blue and green top, she adored that, the new black
slacks, those greeny blue earrings she bought last week. When finally ready she
was pleased with her appearance.

She returned to the train station, Dieter was waiting.

“We must introduce ourselves”, he suggested. My name is Dieter, I am here
from Hanover, I am here on business. “Yourself?”

“I am Holly, a Hotel management student on practical experience.”

“You are not German Holly”. “England is my home, but my family came from
Scandinavia a long time ago”.

“Ah, I am in London from time to time for my Company, Alliance Finance”.
The station Master winked at Holly as she got on the train. As they rode back to
the village together the lights twinkled and gave a fairy tale appearance. The
evening was mild, he offered her an arm, his body felt athletic, firm, his urbane
manner was most acceptable to her.

“Good evening,” Dieter addresses the duty receptionist. “I have a guest for
dinner this evening, a table for two in the ballroom, please keep these papers for
me [ will collect them later”.

The hotel was old with a lot of dark mahogany in its structure, but for all that it
was a beautiful place, expensive drapes, and at this time decorated for Christmas
and all the house guests. The band was already playing as they entered the

room. He gestured to her to leave her wrap and bag at their table; they went
straight on to the dance floor. Tulips from Amsterdam, how Holly loved a quick
step, especially a reverse turn in the corners of the room. She was so pleased
that she had learnt a little dancing as a teenager. Dieter looked full at her drew



her left hand and kissed her fingers, it was extremely sensual, no man had ever
caressed her in this way before.

“Come, let us sit for a while Holly. You choose our dinner. *

“Let’s have, local specialities™, she said knowingly”.

“Do you know Black Forest cuisine?”

“No I do not, that is why it is your job to choose’ .”So this is what we will
have.” He looked at her and smiled with encouragement .

“Consomm¢ with pancake, Venison in red wine, lemon torte”. It was her turn to
smile now.

“Have I passed my test?”” He just nodded. “Bravo Holly, a red wine from the
Heidelberg district, I can recommend 1t “.

Holly could not believe she had only met this friend four hours earlier. They
talked of many things and found so much in common the evening flew.

“Is there any chance Holly, that you will stay for breakfast and I will take you
back in the morning?”” She was taken aback, but heard a voice in her head.

“Who will know, who will care?”” The last bahn goes at 11.45 pm. He said he
would walk her to the halt; she would be safe to go the rest of the way alone. As
they left the hotel he put the wrap around her shoulders, they linked arms once
more and strolled back along the village thoroughfare. Dieter thanked her for her
company and a memorable evening.

“Gute Nacht”. He pecked her on both cheeks, if it had been anymore, she would
have changed her mind! ““Thank you so much, the pleasure was all mine”, her
pulse still raced.

As she returned home, she had mixed feelings, but glad she had made her

choice. She laid in bed unable to sleep, but her duty did not start until 12 noon
tomorrow. The following afternoon she felt distracted working on the

terrace. Over the next few days she used the Christmas gifts for England and
Canada to occupy her mind.

Many years later when in Lloyds of London on business, she did a double take as
a tall blonde man passed her. It was incredible, it brought it all back to her. Holly
and Dieter never met again, it was the title says, -- Just a “Chance Encounter”.

There 1s another story in the pipeline for the Autumn.

Mary.



Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services
August 2026

Sunday 2nd August:
Benefice Holy Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong St Peter’s 6.30pm

Wednesday 5™ August:
No service

Sunday 9™ August: Transfiguration of our Lord
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Choral Evensong, at Holy Innocents, at 6.30pm

Wednesday 12" August:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Sunday 16™ August:
Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am
Benefice Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents, at 10.30am.

Wednesday 19" August:
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 23rd August: (Bartholomew the Apostle?
Benefice All Age Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am.

Wednesday 26™ August:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Sunday 30" August:
Benefice All Age Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents, at 10.30am.

(CW Common Worship, BCP Book of Common Prayer)



Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston.
Safeguarding Practices

"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, reflecting
God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent safeguarding practices,
ensuring our church is a place where everyone, especially the most vulnerable,
feels protected and valued. This commitment is integral to our Christian
mission and ministry, enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love,
compassion, and wholeness."

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our website:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

St Peter's
Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at a
suggested donation of £2.

There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse.
Thank you
Churchwardens Pat & Margery

Visit the following to get the latest information ;-

Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

Facebook pages:

Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-
685807921585678/

St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/

STOREHOUSE, PLEASE give generously at this time when so many families
are relying on food banks. Thank you

Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, Thurston,
donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents church or with Tim
Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.

Find us on Facebook
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