The Benefice of
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter's, Thurston
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

" Rejoice in the resurrection of

Sunday 5™ April
Easter Sunday

10.30am: Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24. Acts 10: 34-43. Matthew 28: 1-10.
6.30pm: Exodus 14: 10-18, 26-15.2. Revelations 15: 2-4. Psalm 114

Readings: as NRSV please.

COLLECT

God of glory,
by the raising of your Son
you have broken the chains of death and hell:
fill your Church with faith and hope;
for a new day has dawned
and the way to life stands open
in our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Amen

Rev’d Ben Edwards
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491
Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays.
Churchwardens
Holy Innocents Gt.Barton
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448

Angela Pearce 01359 256213

St Peter’s Thurston
Pat Sadler 07552 234443
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622
Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616
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Services for this week

Sunday 5™ April: Easter Sunday

All Age Easter Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Easter Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 6.30pm

Wednesday 8™ April:
No Service:

Services for next week

Sunday 12" April:
Benefice Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 6.30pm

Wednesday 15™ April:
No Service

A

Praying for our Benefice _A£
We pray for;-

Lynette Delafortrie, Maureen Ridgwell, Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander,
Hayley, Veyron, Cathy McQueen, Maureen and Peter, Silvia, lan Baxter,
David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes, Deidre Caley, Kathleen Sewter, Eileen
Rogers, Tom, and Jane Dalton.

e Please pray for Billy, who is ill in hospital and will be there for some
time. Please also pray for Mum Clare, Dad Jonny and brother Henry.

e We pray that all areas of conflict will soon end in peace.

e We pray for all whose hearts have been saddened by the death of
someone close to them.

e We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.

e At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and
may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace.

e We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are
suffering, that they may know your love and support.

e We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our
lives with, that we may honour one another.

e We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston.
may they be aware of neighbours in need.



IN SUPPORT OF

WAR

chi:ld

At War Child, we are driven by a single goal — ensuring a safe future for every
child affected by war. We work in the hardest to reach places to support those
who are hardest hit, to protect, educate and stand up for the rights of children,
when they need us most.

We will never give up on children affected by conflict.

The money you raise will help War Child to support children in conflict zones
globally. Every pound will help us to provide the chance for a brighter,
happier, and more peaceful future for children living in conflict-affected
areas.

For example, here’s how the money you raise could help:

£100 could feed four families who have fled with nothing for a week.

£60 could provide support for a whole family caught up in conflict with all
their basic needs for two months, including food and blankets.

£17 could cover the cost of a child being safely reunited with their family.

To make a donation, please follow the link below.
https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-peters-church-
12utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL

Or you can also donate by this QR code, via your phone.

You can also view and donate from our website at:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/news-2/just-giving-for-warchild/
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Lent 7 with Lance

Hallelujah, Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed, Hallelujah!

"We have seen the Lord".
Happy Easter.

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 14th April
at 11;00 in the Church Institute at Gt. Barton.
The speaker will be Alison Brain who will share
the latest news on the school in Uganda.

She will bring lots of colourful bags, aprons, beads etc., made by the
local supporters of the

project, for us to purchase.

Everyone is welcome. Do come along and join us.

Gill Flower & Linda Scoles
Tel. 01359 231718

I look forward to Writing, a two part story in May and June called
"Gardening for others' the story of the ten years, leading up to retirement.
Hopefully something for everyone.

Easter blessings, Mary



Serendipity for March
Choral singing

For the past 20 years or so there has been a rising interest in choral
singing in the UK. It mainly began with the BBC commissioning Gareth
Malone to form school choirs with, sometimes reluctant, children. The
results were pleasing to all, both choir members and audiences, with a
triumphant success at the Albert Hall.

There are now over 70 Military Wives Choirs, bringing pleasure to all
involved. “Britain’s Got Talent” responded to a farmers choir with great
enthusiasm recently.

So, should I get involved? And how to do so?

The experience of singing before an audience, in a well rehearsed choir, is
a most uplifting experience and one from which I have gained so much
pleasure over more than 40 years. I have had no musical training, and it
has meant a degree of commitment to become a good choir member.
Fortunately there is help at home, if you have access to the internet.
There are many websites to whet your appetite and help you.

First there is “Spotify”; available for a monthly fee or free if you are
prepared to put up with adverts. Spend some time listening to different
types of choirs and choral music. Classical, pop, soul, there are many to
suit all tastes. Once you have found your favourite look around locally,
again with the help of the internet, to find what you are looking for. There
are as many choirs as there are styles, including male voice and ladies
choirs. Choirs rehearse during the day and also evenings.

Joining a choir brings so many bonuses; the social side is very much part
of it, and travelling to venues locally and wider afield is all part of it.

I have enjoyed so much singing in choirs directed by Chris Bartrop, our
church organist and I feel sure he is approachable for advice.

Regards
David Edwards



Fr Ben Reflects

Midweek Musings! Fr Ben reflects: "I spent my teenage years
searching for 'my people.' From the grunge scene to the metallers and
the hipsters, I was looking for a tribe that could finally make sense of
my existence. But in every group, the fit felt temporary. The search
always felt thwarted, leaving me wondering where I truly belonged.
Then, I found a calling to the priesthood in the Church of England.
You might expect that’s where the 'fitting in' finally happened. But
the truth is, I still don’t slot into any neat little church category. I’ve
never been one for the standard boxes, and even as a priest, I often
find myself standing in the gaps of the institution. Yet, it was through
the Church that I finally found what those teenage tribes couldn't give
me. The Church provided the bridge I needed. It gave me the
language, the tradition, and the sacred structure to realise that my
true place isn’t in a human-made group, a subculture, or even a
specific ecclesiastical spot. Without the Church, I wouldn't have
found my way home. But that home isn't a building or a social
circle—it is God. I’ve come to realise that the Church exists to be that
same gateway for everyone. It is a structure—sometimes heavy,
sometimes complex—designed to hold the door open to something
much vaster than itself. It provides the map and the compass so that
we can find our way to the only space large enough for the human
soul: God the Creator, parent to all. Our being doesn’t find its
meaning in the labels we wear or the tribes we join. It finds its
meaning because we are held by God. The Church is the porch; God
is the home. If you’ve spent your life feeling like an outsider, don't be
afraid of the structure. It might just be the very thing that leads you
to the place where you finally fit." Our churches of Holy Innocents
Great Barton and St Peter's Thurston can't wait to welcome you on
your journey A9 #Faith #Belonging #ChurchOfEngland #Priesthood

#FindingGod #GritAndGrace #FaithJourney #SuffolkChurch

The Rev'd Fr Benjamin Edwards
Vicar of Great Barton & Thurston



Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services
April 2026

Wednesday 1st April
Holy Communion (CW) Montana at 11.15am

Thursday 2" April (Maundy Thursday)
Benefice Communion at St Peter’s at 6.30pm

Friday 3" April (Good Friday)
Benefice Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am
Benefice Communion service of Liturgy at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 5" April: Easter Sunday

All Age Easter Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Easter Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 6.30pm

Wednesday 8" April:
No Service:

Sunday 12" April:
Benefice Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 6.30pm

Wednesday 15™ April:
No Service

Sunday 19th
Benefice Holy Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Wednesday 22nd April:
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am

Sunday 26" April:
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am

Wednesday 29" April:
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am

(CW Common Worship, BCP Book of Common Prayer)
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Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston.

"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, reflecting
God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent safeguarding practices,
ensuring our church is a place where everyone, especially the most vulnerable,
feels protected and valued. This commitment is integral to our Christian
mission and ministry, enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love,
compassion, and wholeness."

To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our website:
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

St Peter's

Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at a
suggested donation of £2.

There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse.
Thank you
Churchwardens Pat & Margery

Visit the following to get the latest information ;-

Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk

Facebook pages:

Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-
Barton-685807921585678/

St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/

STOREHOUSE, PLEASE give generously at this time when so many
families are relying on food banks. Thank you

Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, Thurston,
donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents church or with Tim
Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.

Find us on Facebook
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