
The Benefice of 
Holy Innocents, Great Barton & St Peter’s, Thurston 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
 

 
 

Sunday 19th April 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

10.30am: Zephaniah 3: 14-20. Acts 2: 14a, 36-41. Luke 24: 13-35 
 

Readings: NRSV please. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

COLLECT 
 

Risen Christ, 
you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 
and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Amen 

Rev’d Ben Edwards  
email revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com or call 07771 925491 

Ben’s time off is Friday pm and Saturdays. 
Churchwardens 

Holy Innocents Gt.Barton 
Tim Frost 01284 787442 or 07840 249448 

Angela Pearce 01359 256213 
St Peter’s Thurston 

Pat Sadler 07552 234443 
Margery Ashford 01359 231007 or 07443 414622 

Reader: Kathy Drakes. Email kathy@drakesfamily.org. 07966 242616 
 

 
 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
mailto:revdbenjaminedwards@gmail.com
mailto:kathy@drakesfamily.org
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Services for this week 
 

Sunday 19th  
Benefice Holy Communion at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 
Wednesday 22nd April: 
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  

Services for next week 
 

Sunday 26th April: 
Benefice Holy Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am 
 
Wednesday 29th April: 
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am 
 
 
 

Praying for our Benefice 
We pray for;- 
 

Lynette Delafortrie, Maureen Ridgwell, Betty & Norman Blades, Alexander, 
Hayley, Veyron,  Cathy McQueen, Maureen and Peter, Silvia, Ian Baxter, 
David Sheppard, Roger and Pat Boyes, Deidre Caley, Kathleen Sewter, Eileen 
Rogers, Tom, and Jane Dalton. 
 
 
 

• Please pray for Billy, who is ill in hospital and will be there for some 
time. Please also pray for Mum Clare, Dad Jonny and brother Henry. 

• We pray that all areas of conflict will soon end. Especially in the Middle 
East, that the cease fire becomes a lasting peace. 

• We pray for all whose hearts have been saddened by the death of 
someone close to them. Especially the family and friends of Robert (Roy) 
Cook. 

• We pray for the recently departed, and those who mourn their loss.  
• At the end of our days on earth be with us and with those we love, and 

may those who have gone before us rest in your eternal peace. 
• We pray for the sick, the grieving, the homeless, and all who are 

suffering, that they may know your love and support.  
• We pray for our families, friends, neighbours, and those we share our 

lives with, that we may honour one another. 
• We pray for all the people in our parishes of Great Barton and Thurston. 

may they be aware of neighbours in need. 
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It is with great sadness we announce the passing of Robert (Roy) 
Cook of Thurston. Robert was a well respected member of St Peter’s 
Church. 
 
We express our sincere condolences to the family and friends of 
Robert at this sad time.  
 
Roberts funeral will take place at St Peter’s Church on Friday 1st 
May at 2.00pm. 
 

 
 

Benefice of Holy Innocents and St Peter’s 
 
"We believe that every voice in our community matters in our 
Benefice and it is vital that our parish is represented in the wider 
conversations of our area. We are currently looking for individuals to 
serve as Deanery Synod representatives for St Peter’s Church, 
Thurston—a role that ensures both our churches have a seat at the 
table when shaping the future of our local Deanery of churches - from 
Barrow to Morton Hall, from Lark Valley to the Cathedral - and of 
course our Benefice of Great Barton and Thurston. 
 
We are particularly seeking those who share a vision for a church 
where every mind and every story is valued, helping us to build a 
community that truly reflects the breadth of God’s love. If you feel 
called to be a voice for a welcoming, outward-looking faith and want 
to help us grow together, please do have a chat with Fr Ben to find out 
more." 
 

The Rev'd Fr Benjamin Edwards 
Vicar of Great Barton & Thurston 
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We've managed to raise an amazing £275 so 
far - 27% of our target of £1000! Thank 
you to all that have donated. We're hoping 
to raise more money soon with a mini event 
to accept cash as well as electronic 
donations, so please keep your eyes on the 
page for more details. -Fr Ben 
 

 
 

If you could spare a couple of hours on Wednesday 13th  May from 10.00am 
& 12 noon we would love to see you. Please bring your own tools. (shears, 
secateurs, fork, hoe, trowel.)  
 

Maybe you could just offer to make coffee for the helpers. Any help is greatly 
appreciated.  
 

Thank you 
Pat and Margery 

Churchwardens. Pat Sadler 07552 234443 & Margery Ashford 07443 414622 
 

 

 
 

Bingo in the Afternoon 
with Cakes and Tea to follow. 

Saturday, 16th May, at 2:00, in The Institute, School 
Road, Gt. Barton 
Prizes for the Draw would be welcomed. 
Proceeds to go to Church funds for electricity, 
water, candles, etc. 
Ring Molly, 01284 787621 for reservation. 
 

Thank you.  Linda 
 
 

 

St Peter’s Church, Thurston 
 

Once again, we are reaching out to those of you 
who can find the time to help us tidy our 
Churchyard. In the past a small band of 
volunteers have come forward, and to you we 
express our sincere gratitude.  
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At War Child, we are driven by a single goal – ensuring a safe future for every 
child affected by war. We work in the hardest to reach places to support those 
who are hardest hit, to protect, educate and stand up for the rights of children, 
when they need us most.  
We will never give up on children affected by conflict.   
The money you raise will help War Child to support children in conflict zones 
globally. Every pound will help us to provide the chance for a brighter, 
happier, and more peaceful future for children living in conflict-affected 
areas.  
For example, here’s how the money you raise could help:  
  
£100 could feed four families who have fled with nothing for a week.   
£60 could provide support for a whole family caught up in conflict with all 
their basic needs for two months, including food and blankets.   
£17 could cover the cost of a child being safely reunited with their family.   
  

To make a donation, please follow the link below.  
https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-peters-church-

1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL 
 

Or you can also donate by this QR code, via your phone. 

 
You can also view and donate from our website at: 

https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/news-2/just-giving-for-warchild/ 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-peters-church-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-peters-church-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/news-2/just-giving-for-warchild/
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Bury Town Pastors URGENTLY 
need Town Pastors and Prayer 
Team members. 
 

It is such a privilege to be able to 
show the love of Jesus while caring 
for people on the streets of Bury St 
Edmunds on Saturday nights from 
10.00pm – 4.00am. We are 
urgently in need of some more 
Town Pastors, and Prayer Team 

members (praying at our base in town or in their own home). 
 

• Please prayerfully consider applying to be a Town Pastor, or to be 
part of the Prayer Team, praying at our base or in your own home. 

• We would ask you to be ‘on-duty’ on one night each month (on a 
date that is convenient for you) as a Town Pastor or praying in our 
base, or one hour on one night each month praying at home (at a time 
between 10.00pm - 4.00am that suits you). 

• If you are unsure, please contact Jo Copsey to have a chat and/or to 
arrange to come out with the Town Pastors for an hour or two, or to 
visit the Prayer Base. 

 

Town Pastor Training Dates: Sat 16th May 2026 (9.00am – 4.00pm) 
and 4 evening sessions on: Wed 20th May, Thurs 4th June, Mon 8th June, 
& Tues 16th June. 
There is one training session for Prayer Team members. 
 
If possible, Town Pastor applications should arrive by Tues 5th May 2025. 
Applications received after this date will be considered as long as places 
are still available on the Town Pastor training course. Prayer Team 
applications are welcome anytime.  
 
Download information and application forms from the website: 
www.burytownpastors.org.uk 
or contact Mrs Jo Copsey, tel: 07594 334215 or email: 
jocopsey@burytownpastors.org.uk 
 

Bury Town Pastors

Please download an application form from our 
website: www.burytownpastors.org.uk
or contact Jo Copsey on 07594 334215 

…Town Pastors and 
Prayer Team members 

URGENTLY needed
Please prayerfully consider applying. 

Town Pastor training starts on:
Saturday 16th May 2026

mailto:jocopsey@burytownpastors.org.uk
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Great Barton and Thurston Benefice Services 
May 2026 

 
Sunday 3rd May 
Benefice Sung Eucharist at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
Choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 6.30pm  
 
Wednesday 6th May: 
Holy Communion (CW) at Montana at 11.15am  
 
Sunday 10th May:  
Benefice Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
Choral Evensong at Holy Innocents at 6.30pm  
 
Wednesday 13th May: 
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 
Sunday 17th May: Including Ascension Day 
Benefice Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s at 8.30am  
Benefice Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 
Wednesday 20th May: 
Holy Communion (CW) at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 
Sunday 24th May: (Pentecost) 
Benefice All Age Communion at St Peter’s at 10.30am  
 
Wednesday 27th May: 
Holy Communion (CW) at Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 
Sunday 31st May: (Trinity Sunday) 
Benefice All Age Communion (CW) Holy Innocents at 10.30am  
 
 
(CW Common Worship, BCP Book of Common Prayer)  
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Please email any notices to Peter Robinson beneficepr@gmail.com 
or tel: 07814 946841 by Thursday 23rd April. 

  
 

STOREHOUSE,  PLEASE give generously at this time when so many 
families are relying on food banks. Thank you 
Goods and donations for Thurston can be left at No 31, School Rd, Thurston, 
donations for Great Barton can be left at Holy Innocents church or with Tim 
Frost at 2, Diomed Drive, Great Barton.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the following to get the latest information ;- 
Website: https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk 
Facebook pages: 
Holy Innocents: https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-
Barton-685807921585678/ 
St Peter’s: https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-
1790473917903849/ 
 

St Peter's 
Jigsaws are again available, to be bought or swapped, from the porch, at a 
suggested donation of £2.  
There is also a big selection inside the church for you to browse. 
Thank you 
Churchwardens  Pat & Margery 
 
 

Find us on Facebook 

Benefice of Holy Innocents Great Barton & St Peter’s Thurston. 
 

"Our vision is to create a safe and nurturing environment for all, reflecting 
God's love and justice. We are committed to excellent safeguarding practices, 
ensuring our church is a place where everyone, especially the most vulnerable, 
feels protected and valued. This commitment is integral to our Christian 
mission and ministry, enabling us to live out the Gospel message of love, 
compassion, and wholeness." 
 
To see our Safeguarding documents please follow the link to our website: 
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/ 
 
 
 
 

mailto:beneficepr@gmail.com
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Innocents-Church-Great-Barton-685807921585678/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Peters-Church-Thurston-1790473917903849/
https://www.greatbartonandthurston.org.uk/

