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Aim and Purposes
St. Peter`s Parochial Church Council (PCC) takes pleasure in its responsibility of cooperating with the
Rev’d Benjamin Edwards. The members look forward to continuing to promote, in the ecclesiastical
parish, the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelical, social and ecumenical. The PCC
cooperates with the PCC of Holy Innocents, Great Barton, within the Benefice of Great Barton and
Thurston to share resources and fellowship.

Objectives and Activities
The PCC is committed to enabling as many people as possible to worship at our church and to become
part of our parish community at St Peter’s. The PCC maintains an overview of worship and makes
suggestions on how our services can involve the many groups that live within our parish. Our services
and worship put faith into practice through prayer and scripture, music and sacrament.
When planning our activities for the year, we have considered the Commission's guidance on public
benefit and, in particular, the supplementary guidance on charities for the advancement of religion.
In particular, we try to enable ordinary people to live out their faith as part of our parish community
through:
•

Worship and prayer; learning about the gospel; and developing their knowledge and trust in
Jesus.

•

Provision of pastoral care for people living in the parish.

•

Missionary and outreach work.

To facilitate these objectives, it is important that we maintain the fabric of the Church of St. Peter
and we work closely with the Thurston Ecclesiastical Charity in the use of “The Rock” church building.

Reflections from the Reverend Benjamin Edwards
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As I arrived as your priest at the end of September, I have produced a report covering my first six
months, rather than to the end of 2021. I hope this will provide a better introduction to my time
here and allow me better to outline my approach to ministry and the journey we have embarked
upon together.
The Installation service at Holy Innocents Church was a wonderful occasion, which set the tone
between priest and congregation – warm, friendly and prayerful. It has been a delight to get to
know members of the congregation and to discover the rich gifts that God has blessed them with,
selflessly applied to the life of St Peter’s Church. This is a good place, and a good community full of
good people.
We know that times are so frenetic now – pandemic, war, a ‘post-truth’ era, where no one has any
certainty about their lives anymore. St Peter’s Church can provide both stability and embrace
change, as we look to the traditions of the past and at what those traditions may become in the
future.
For some, this is an exciting time, where new vistas await us and God is leading us closer to them in
faith. For others, it is a time where what they once held to be true has become sand falling through
their hands, and they are not sure how much they can hold on to.
However, the church provides a framework to hold all of those things together; the good and the
true things of our tradition and the good and true things of our present, to build stronger
foundations for the church of tomorrow. My hope is that we will hold it all together, together, and
that St Peter’s will be the destination for those seeking God today and tomorrow.
Worship
St Peter’s Church has plenty of life to give, both to the worshipping community and the wider
community of Thurston. As we entered into a further time of restrictions as the Omicron variant of
the Corona virus rose up, we continued to provide our usual array of Sunday services, with
Remembrance-tide services in both churches well attended, and a full Christmas programme of
services, albeit slightly depleted. It was a great sadness that Thurston Primary School was unable to
safely attend the services they had booked, but we were able to film and send a Christmas message
to the school, which was well received. The Crib Service, a whacky rendition of the Nativity Story
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with added special effects, went down well and feedback was that this was memorable at least!
Apologies to those who were tasked with clearing up the ‘fake snow’ on the day…
We have been able, thanks to the assistance of The Rev’d David Crawley and The Rev’d Mark Hunt,
to resume a pattern of worship that is a mixture of parish and benefice services, both BCP and
Common Worship. Holy Communion is at the centre of Anglican worship, and so to be able to offer
a regular Eucharist to our parishes is quite a privilege in today’s multi-parish benefice diocese.
We also give thanks to The Rev’d Brian Raistrick, who presided over BCP services in the benefice,
who retired from taking services at Christmas, his last being Midnight Mass, Holy Innocents. We
continue to enjoy his presence in our worshipping community, and give thanks to God for his
steadfast service, especially over the past few years, which have been so very difficult for all.
We have begun monthly Evensongs at St Peter’s, as well as at Holy Innocents, which are well
attended and seek not only to revive the musical tradition at St Peter’s, but also to emphasise a
commitment to keeping this tradition of the Church of England alive in this place. This supplements
our BCP Holy Communion offering.
Racial Justice Sunday was observed with a Service of the Word on Sunday 13th February. Bury Free
Press’s Tamika Green mentioned this in an article in the aforementioned publication. Sadly, despite
this coverage and the social media advertising, this service was not well attended, and we hope to
improve on this next year.
As we approach Eastertide, we look forward to a Maundy Thursday service with Vigil, a Good Friday
Compline service, a Dawn Vigil Easter Day service, Easter BCP Eucharist and Easter Sunday service –
a full complement of Easter offerings.
Our plans for enriching our existing worship in the future are shaping up well. Thurston Primary
Academy has agreed to give us use of their school hall to hold a monthly Together Church service,
which will be a mixture of breakfast, singing, activities and prayer, with an occasional bespoke
Eucharist. We hope then to invite this emergent congregation to special services at St Peter’s,
where they can make use of the beautiful church building.
Our musical tradition will build upon Choral Evensong with the introduction of a monthly Sung
Eucharist, upon securing a regular organist. We hope that this will become attractive to other
budding singers, and swell the choir numbers in the coming years.
Whilst no firm plans are yet made, it is hoped to begin a contemplative service, with reflections,
silent prayer and Christian mysticism, during this coming year.
The choirs of St Peter’s and Holy Innocents have joined together into a benefice choir, in order to
strengthen each other, providing a strong choral voice in Sung Eucharists, Evensongs and Benefice
Services. I am very grateful for all the members of the choir, who showed a willingness to merge
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and lift their voices as one. I’m also very grateful to Bridget Read, who has taken on my request for
a convener and organiser of choir rehearsals, a consistent inviter of young people to join choir
rehearsals, and for suggesting music that might supplement our worship, especially during the
Eastertide, which by the time of reading you will all have enjoyed. Our choir not only lifts our
worship of God to new heights, but are also a strong and attractive draw to St Peter’s – not every
rural parish has a choir to boost worship, and I am very excited about where we can go with a
dedicated benefice choir.
All in all, I continue to be encouraged by slowly growing numbers in St Peter’s – it has not been easy
with the ups and downs of the pandemic era, but we have seen people return and new shoots
braving their way through the doors of the church. With our ever-strengthening pattern of worship,
we have much to offer Anglicans old and new. I intend to continue to provide services in the same
tradition that St Peter’s has enjoyed over the years in addition to newer, more contemporary
services – those that attended the Ash Wednesday Benefice service can attest to the powerful
mixture of traditional and contemporary that we may expand upon in coming years.
Ministry & Mission
Our ministry to the wider community has been consistent, in times of joy and of sadness. We have
served the families of nine people gone to glory in our funeral ministry at St Peter’s since the
beginning of my incumbency in October, including the funerals of many well loved local figures and
ex-congregation members. It has been a true privilege to serve these families as their loved ones
take their place in the churchyard of their parish church.
It is a real joy to have a total of five weddings booked for the year ahead, and having presided over
a wedding in August 2021 here at St Peter’s before becoming the vicar. We’re so blessed to have
these couples choose St Peter’s for their special day, and we can together build on our already
excellent welcome to wedding parties to make their day as special as possible.
Similarly, a joy to welcome two new members of the family of God in Holy Baptism, and special
thanks to Pat for producing the baptism gift of a tiny toy Owl for each child (Oil -Water – Light),
which is a lovely St Peter’s Church touch. We’re very much looking forward to more baptisms at St
Peter’s, with at least one booked already.
Pastoral visiting has, until the time of writing, been difficult with the large amount of administrative
tasks that come the way of the vicar. I am very pleased to say that Peter Robinson has taken on a
part-time administrative role which will enable me to spend more time in visiting people pastorally
and getting out into the community and building relationships – vital to our plan of growing in
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influence and number. We have enjoyed good relations with our primary school, Thurston Primary
Academy – at present I am able to visit once every two weeks to lead Collective Worship. Bishop
Mike and myself led the school in prayer on their official opening day, and were given a tour of the
school by schoolchildren.
As one of the governors of the school, I have been able to help with policy-making and offering
impartial listening and support to teachers. Headteacher John Bayes and myself have struck a good
and relaxed working relationship, and my approach is very much to assist Mr Bayes and the staff in
any way appropriate, especially in terms of SIAMS inspections, and with maintaining and growing
the Christian ethos of the school. We have had the school visit St Peter’s for Harvest services, which
were joyous occasions, and whilst Covid again thwarted school Christmas services, I am confident
that the school will continue to come into our church.
With the horrific invasion of Ukraine very much on our minds, in our hearts and in our prayers, St
Peter’s has thus far responded well. A Bring and Buy Coffee Morning attracted a good crowd, and
over £680 was raised to go towards supporting Ukrainian refugees.
Roz and Matt (soon to be wed at St Peter’s) have led a fantastic campaign in collecting for
Ukrainians, both refugees and those that remain in Ukraine, with supply lines disrupted or cut off. I
know that they have risen to the logistical challenge, and have been well supported by our
congregations and the wider community.
At the time of writing, a vigil for Ukraine is planned in collaboration with the Fox & Hounds Public
House; a Bring & Buy Sale using Thurston Primary School Hall is also taking place and a benefice
concert in June. We shall continue to support our Ukrainian brothers and sisters with other
fundraising events and in helping to form a support group for those who will house Ukrainian
refugees this year and beyond. Please continue to pray, as I know you have fervently been doing.
Endings and thanks
Firstly, I wish to thank wholeheartedly Pat Sadler and Irene Churchus for their enormous support to
me in the first six months of ministry – not just with practical things in worship, mission and
ministry, but for their caring nature and their willingness to embrace change. As we all know,
change is inevitable – even though we are often comfortable where we are! Both Irene and Pat
have been true to the calling of Jesus Christ to move forward into new eras, and have helped me to
do so in beginning my incumbency here and also supported me with the changes I have made. I
have always maintained that a priest should be flexible enough to fit the shape of the parishes they
find themselves in, but also be ready to carve out new shapes as required too. Pat and Irene have
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given me the confidence to do both of these things, guiding, challenging and assisting where
needed. I am very grateful to them both for their continued assistance and trust, and hope to
continue to work with them in the years ahead.
I also want to say a big thank you to all the members of the PCC – it isn’t always easy, and
disagreements are inevitable, but those times of disagreement are met with gentleness and
compromise, and I am extremely grateful for that, as well as the wonderful guidance and
governance that occurs in each meeting and beyond.
I would like to give hearty thanks also to those on our PCC who are stepping down. To Alf, Noreen
and Joy – you are all people who have been at the heart of this worshipping community for many
years, and in some ways I am sad not to have been here with you sooner to witness your faith,
thoughtfulness and dedication to the governance of this church sooner. Many people have spoken
to me about the service you have given to the church, and I think rather that it is something to be
celebrated – this season of your life within the church may be coming to an end, but the really
important thing that you give to the whole church, your presence, we pray will continue for some
time to come. Your faith and your prayers strengthen us all and provide youngsters like me with a
shining example of service and obedience to God. Thank you.
It is at this juncture that I must give a heartfelt thanks to Joy Bolwell, who this year retired from
being organist. Joy has served St Peter’s for many, many years, and has been a backbone of the
musical worship of St Peter’s and indeed at Holy Innocents where she has provided cover too.
Joy’s enthusiasm met mine, coming in from the musically rich Cathedral, and kept me buoyant
about the importance of our musical and choral tradition. Joy continues to be a presence in the
choir and is always happy to be consulted on things musical. She has been a great help to me in the
early days of my incumbency, helping me with hymn choices etc. Once again, thank you, Joy for the
enormous gifts you have poured out to St Peter’s and Thurston, both as organist and as a Mother’s
Union leader.
Last, but not at all least, a big thank you to Peter Robinson who, as explained above, has taken on
the role of part time administrator for the benefice – a real blessing which will free up more of my
time for community engagement and pastoral care. With so many demands on time, the work that
Peter will undertake will help immensely, and I’m very grateful for all the work that Peter and the
churchwardens have put in to ease my administrative burden.
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Notes on Finance
We are in times of financial hardship. It is likely to get more difficult as the cost of living crisis
heading our way in 2022 bites. However, we will do our best together to maintain and grow the
church to meet that challenge. A new fundraising committee has been formed, and will look at
ways to increase our revenue. Increased engagement with the Thurston Community, being outward
looking and being ‘missionary on our own doorstep’ will help to draw people to Christ as we build
relationships with others, as visible Christians in our village. And beginning a new church service in
the heart of our community at Thurston Primary School will give us the opportunity to be
invitational to St Peter’s Church for special occasions, perhaps even a Family Service, that we hope
will result in growing numbers. Our first and foremost mission is to give everyone a chance to
engage with the Living God, but we do also need to be adequately funded to do that. The Thurston
Ecclesiastical Charity has made generous donations to assist St Peter’s in times of need, and we
thank all the trustees for enabling this vital assistance. However, do please pray and contribute
wherever you can to the running costs of the church as we advance our plans for growth in the
months and years ahead.
It does seem a bit strange to be writing this report a mere six months into my incumbency. There is
much more to come. Some of the things we may plan may not work out as we wish them to. Some
may be a great success. All of them are for the glory of God, and we will always remember that we
labour for God to serve God’s children in our community, a rapidly changing one! Let us always be
open to the prompting of the Holy Spirit in all that we do, and always seek God’s presence in all
that we think, say, do and pray.

Achievements & Performance compiled by the Churchwardens
It is hard to believe that together we have served a total of 17 years in the role of churchwarden,
the last two years of which have been very challenging for both of us. Firstly we had the Covid
pandemic to cope with and then in January 2021 we found ourselves in Interregnum. Indeed we
could not have imagined back in 2020 that we would still be living with the pandemic and the effect
it has had, not only on our church, but on the whole world and on our well-being.
Thankfully during 2021 we were able to keep the church open. We felt it was important for our
congregation’s faith and well being to open, even if there wasn’t a weekly service. However,
working with our fellow churchwardens from Holy Innocents, we were able to offer a service on
alternate weeks. We became reliant on a dedicated team of retired clergy who officiated at these
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services and they became invaluable to us. We owe them a debt of gratitude for all the help they
gave.
Throughout the year restrictions, because of COVID, still prevented us from operating as normal.
We became used to making risk assessments and changing what was planned, depending on
government and diocesan guidance at the time. Our PCC meetings were held via ‘Zoom’ in the early
part of the year, and then latterly, when rules allowed, in church. We missed visits from Thurston
Primary Academy, especially at Christmas, when half the school was closed. Our fundraising was
badly affected and sadly not all our congregation had returned to worship in church.
On a positive note, the Scout Group joined us for Remembrance Sunday and then again in
December for their Christingle service. We were able to meet for our Harvest Supper, hold a Coffee
Morning in October, run our Christmas Fayre in November and stage the Christmas Tree Festival in
December.
In true tradition church life did carry on; four couples were married in our church, eleven babies
and one adult were baptised, and we carried out eleven funerals and interment of ashes. We had
the first committal in our new churchyard which now has a noticeboard, generously gifted by two
members of our congregation. (We express our gratitude to the kind gentleman who erected it for
us).
Then in September we welcomed Reverend Father Ben Edwards, as our new benefice vicar. He was
inducted at a service held on the 27th September, at Holy Innocents. We look forward to his
ministry and will support Ben and his family as they settle into rural, parish life.
With the lack of fundraising we are ever conscious of a drop in our income, but we thank everyone
who has supported St Peter’s through the Parish Giving Scheme, by standing order or other regular
payments, through collections in church and by generously giving to the Annual Gift Day Appeal.
We continue to seek ways of increasing our income but, unfortunately, because of a weak signal we
are unable to invest in a contactless reader machine, which could help at weddings and other major
events.
As always we have many people to thank for their help throughout the year: our organist Joy and
guest organists; our choir who are happy to be back singing; our team of cleaners, the gentlemen
who open and close the church each day, those who read lessons, write our intercessions and
provide us with refreshments; those who help tidy our churchyard, bring in the plough for Plough
Sunday and to all who step up and support us when we need an extra pair of hands.
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Finally we thank the members of the PCC, in particular our new treasurer, Gillian Bush, (we are
extremely grateful to our outgoing treasurer, Catriona Addison for the many years of service she
gave), and our new secretary, Vicky Neale. They have considerably lightened our workload since
taking up these posts.
We do hope and pray for a more normal 2022 and, as new people move into Thurston, we look
forward with confidence to growing our congregation as we work with Ben to reinvigorate our
church, much affected by the pandemic over the last two years.
Thank you one and all.
Pat & Irene

Electoral Roll
At the end of December 2021, there were 63 on the Church Electoral Roll.

Deanery Synod
Two members of the PCC currently sit on the Deanery Synod. This provides the PCC with an important
link between the parish and the wider structures of the church.

Building
The building is Grade II listed since 15 November 1954 and its English Heritage Building ID is 281245.
It is medieval, but virtually rebuilt in 1861 by J H Hakewell following the collapse of the medieval
tower onto the nave. The chancel was restored in the mid 19th Century.
The roof alarm system continues to work well and there have been no call outs in 2021. All electrical
inspections are up to date. The first burial has taken place in the new churchyard and the hedging
around it is now planted.

Financial Review
The Covid regulations once again restricted fund-raising and attendance at services in 2021.
However, during the summer regulations were eased and after payments of £61,335.96
unrestricted cash in the current account amounted to £404.08 at the end of the year. Restricted
cash was also being held for the Tiny Toes toddlers’ group and the Draw Club, plus £48 for two
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issued but uncashed cheques, resulting in a balance to our credit at Santander of £3,001.19.
However, the year had started with a current account balance of £15,953, so there was a deficit of
12,378.08 regarding receipts and payments.
Exceptional expenditure was incurred in August, when we came to an arrangement with the Parish
Council for them to take over the finances of the Parish Newsletter. We made a payment to them
of all the pre-paid advertisement monies we were holding totalling £7,144.16, leaving us with a loss
on Newsletter transactions of £4,489.91 as shown in note 3(iii).
We are extremely grateful to all those who continued to make donations through the Parish Giving
Scheme, regular standing orders, weekly envelopes at services and the Gift Day. Despite continuing
difficulties this year, these donations, and the Gift Aid they generated (plus a grant from the
Thurston Ecclesiastical Charity of £5,348.43) totalled £38,571.52 which was around £800 more than
was received in donations last year.
While fund-raising was still held back until the autumn, we are very grateful to Joy Bolwell’s scheme
of offering jigsaw puzzles to be taken home from a display in the Church porch for a small donation.
This year it brought in £363 which was over twice as much as was received last year. Thanks, are
also due to Ann Reeve as the Draw Club brought in £989 which was about a third more than the
sum received last year. We are also very grateful to all those who contributed to the Coffee
Morning, the Harvest Supper & Big Weekend, the Christmas Bazaar and the Sponsored Bike Ride, as
shown in note 3(iii). The 2021 Christmas Tree Festival profits will appear in the 2022 accounts as
they were received in January.
During 2021 we were able to meet the Parish Share requirements from the Diocesan Board of
Finance. In fact, thanks to a further grant from the Thurston Ecclesiastical Charity in January 2022,
we made an extra payment for 2021 as requested by the Thingoe Deanery which will show up in
the 2022 accounts.
Reserves Policy
Once again we were not able to add to our reserves in 2021, but as shown in note (i) there was a
slight increase due to interest paid in the deposit account which stood at £13,641.22 at the end of
the year. The undesignated general fund in the deposit account was £9,648.28, which does still just
fulfil the policy of holding roughly two months’ estimated running costs.

Thurston Ecclesiastical Charity
The Charity is connected to St Peter’s Church with Trustees being the Vicar, the Churchwardens and
two additional members elected by the PCC, currently Mary Fawcett and Christopher Wells.
Income is applied for furthering the religious and other charitable purposes of the Church of
England in the Ecclesiastical Parish of St Peter’s, Thurston.
The Charity owns The Rock building, which provides excellent facilities for St Peter’s. It gives a warm
venue for coffee after the main services and is used regularly for Church meetings, informal worship,
coffee mornings and activities run by the Mothers’ Union. In addition the Charity owns the Church
Field and the Cottage.
10

Structure, Governance and Management
The Parochial Church Council is a corporate body established by the Church of England and operates
under the Parochial Church Council Powers Measure. The PCC is exempted by order from registering
with the Charity Commission.
The method of appointment of PCC members is set out in the Church Representation Rules. At St.
Peter's the membership of the PCC consists of the incumbent (our vicar, when we have one),
churchwarden/s, currently two members of the Thingoe Deanery Synod and others elected by those
members of the congregation who are on the electoral roll of the church. All those who attend our
services and are members of the congregation are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and
stand for election to the PCC.
The PCC members are responsible for making decisions on all matters of general concern and
importance to the parish including deciding on how the funds of the PCC are to be spent.
During the year the St Peter’s PCC met four times during the year, once in the church porch and the
remainder in the church with ventilation, social distancing and masks under Covid regulations.

Administrative information
St. Peter's Church is situated on Church Road, Thurston. It is part of the Benefice of Great Barton
and Thurston, within the Diocese of St. Edmundsbury and Ipswich of the Church of England.
The correspondence address is:
The Vicarage, Church Lane, Great Barton, Bury St. Edmunds, IP31 2QR
PCC members who have served at any time from 1 January 2021 until the date this report was
approved are:
Ex Officio members:
Incumbent:

Benjamin Edwards

Churchwardens:

Mrs Irene Churchus
Mrs Pat Sadler

Deanery Synod Members:

Mr Alf Nightingale
Mrs Elizabeth Wells

Elected members:

Mrs Joy Bolwell
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Mrs Gillian Bush (Treasurer)
Mrs Mary Fawcett
Mrs Noreen Reeve
Mrs Ann Reeve
Mr Peter Robinson (co-opted)
Col Christopher Wells
Mrs Vicky Neale (Secretary, co-opted)
Mrs Catriona Addison (ex-Treasurer, co-opted)

Approved by the PCC on 27th March 2022 and signed on their behalf by

Signed

Dated

27th March 2022

Mrs Pat Sadler, Vice-chairman

Independent Examiner's Report to the members/trustees of St Peter’s Church,
Thurston Parochial Church Council
I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2020, which are set out
on pages 7 to 11.
Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Independent Examiner
The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's
trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of the
Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that an independent examination is needed.
It is my responsibility to:
•

examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act;

•

to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and

•

to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiner's Report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general Directions given by the
Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the
charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations
from you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not
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provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently I do not express
an audit opinion on the accounts.
Independent Examiner's Statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements:
•

to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the 2011 Act; and

•

to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the
accounting requirements of the 2011 Act

have not been met; or
(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.
Sarah Place
Sarah Place Accountants Ltd
Unit 4B Bolder Road
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk, IP32 7BS
Signed:

Date: 12.04.2022
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ST PETER'S CHURCH, THURSTON
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2021
RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS ACCOUNT

Note

Unrestricted Funds
General Designated
£
£

Restricted
Funds
£

Total
2021
£

Total
2020
£

RECEIPTS
Receipts from Donors
Planned Giving
Collections at services
Gift Day
All other giving/voluntary receipts
Gift Aid recovered

Fund Raising

y
3(i)
3(ii)

3(iii)

0.00

1805.76
5.02

Investm ent Incom e
Church Activities

13808.75
4600.80
6289.50
7048.08
6296.30
38043.43

13808.75
4600.80
6289.50
628.09 7676.17
6296.30
628.09 38671.52
1085.00

2.08

2890.76
7.10

11881
3309
6642
9723
6184
37739
12716
78

3(iv)
3691.40

Parochial Fees
Tiny Toes Group

962.60

3691.40
962.60
80.25

2654.25

2654.25

80.25

Other Credits
Other Incom e (New sletter)

43625.86

Total Receipts

2.08

5329.94 48957.88

3260

53793

PAYM ENTS
Church Activities
Diocesan Parish Share
Clergy costs

3(v)

Interregnum costs
Church running expenses

3(vi)

Cost of Fund-raising

27113.00
1817.84
0.00
10511.87
196.00

27113.00
1817.84
0.00
10511.87
196.00
244.00
244.00

39638.71
160.00

244.00 39882.71
628.09
788.09

Outreach (inc Tiny Toes)

Mission giving and donations

3(vii)

7144.16

37776
80
11475

49331

7144.16

7714

745.00
12776.00

745.00
12776.00

295.00

53319.71

8016.25 61335.96

57340

-3547

Cost of Generating Funds
Other Paym ents
Honoraria
Parish share for 2020
Total Payments
Excess (Deficit) of Receipts over
Payments

-9693.85

2.08

-2686.31 -12378.08

1825.04

7000.00

7129.05 15889.91

19500

504.08

48.00

2449.11

15953

Transfers betw een funds

Cash at bank and in hand 1 January
Cash at bank and in hand 31 Decem ber
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Notes to the Accounts
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2021
STATEMENT OF ASSETS
AND LIABILITIES

Note (i)

Unrestricted Funds
Restricted
General
Designated Funds
£
£
£

Total
2021
£

Total
2020
£

ASSETS

Cash Funds
Bank Current Account &
Cash in hand
CBF Dposit Account

404.08
9648.28
10052.36

48.00
48.00

2549.11
3992.94
6542.05

3001.19
13641.22
16642.41

2,320
13,634
15,954

6542.05

465.20
17107.61

nil

48.00

0.00

0.00
247.83
247.83

Other Monetary Assets
Gift Aid Recoverable
Total Assets

465.20
10517.56

LIABILITIES
Prepaid New sletter adverts
Electricity

0.00
247.83
247.83

0.00

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2021

Current A/c
Designated
Note (ii)
Legacy (until August 2021)
Bell/Tower Fund (until December 2021)
Choir Fund (until December 2021)
NB (Bell/Tower & Choir Funds to be
reinstated in 2022, funds permitting)

Balance B/F Receipts
£
£
2000.00

Transfers
To General
Payments
Fund
Balance
£
£
£
2000.00
0.00

603.00
70.00
2673.00

Restricted
Tiny Toes Toddlers Group
Misc (Electricity/Parish Share)
Newsletter (to Parish Council Aug 2021)
Fabric (to come from deposit a/c in 2022)

878.35
2329.96
2282.00
-743.04

Deposit A/c
Restricted
Fabric Fund

3992.54

2,282
166
2,448

603.00
70.00
2673.00

462.60
2654.25

148.00
2329.96
7144.16

0.00
0.00

1192.95
0.00
0.00
-743.04

0.39

3992.94

3. Further Analysis of Receipts and Payments Accounts
Note

3(i)

Unrestricted Funds
Restricted
General Designated
Funds
£
£
£
All Other Giving/Voluntary Receipts
Donations
Jam Jar Collections
Legacies
Bell/Tower Fund
Tiny Toes Toddlers Group B/F
Tiny Toes Toddlers Group
Fabric Fund
Grants from Thurston Ecclesiastical Charity
Choir Fund

1588.17
11.48
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
5348.43
0.00
6948.08
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878.35
962.60

0.00

1840.95

Total
2021
£

Total
2020
£

1588.17
11.48
0.00
0.00

8,283
115

1840.95
0.00
5348.43
0.00
8789.03

150
1,000

105

70
9,723

Note

Unrestricted Funds
The Gift Aid Received in 2021 included
some claimed in 2020

3(ii)

Note

3(iii)

Designated
£

Restricted
Funds
£

Total
2021
£

Total
2020
£
3624.00

Gift Aid Recovered
Parish Giving Scheme
Received from HMRC in 2021

1722.74
4573.56

1722.74
4573.56

Standing Orders
Pew Envelopes
Gift Day
Loose Cash
Total claimed from HMRC in 2021
Total Gift Aid Received in 2021

1076.00
842.00
1516.13
398.07
3832.20
6296.30

1076.00
842.00
1516.13
398.07
3832.20
6296.30

The loss on fundraising was due to paying
the Parish Council all the pre-paid ads for
the Newsletter at handover in August.
Activities for Generating Funds
General Funds
Newsletter
Draw Club

Receipts
£

2654.25
1085.00
3739.25

Coffee Mornings
Harvest Supper & Big Weekend
Christmas Bazaar
Puzzle Lending
Quiz Night
Concerts
Sponsored Bike Ride
Dare To
Hymns & Pimms
Christmas Tree Festival 2021
(This will appear in 2022 accounts)

71.00
205.35
1083.13
363.00
0.00
0.00
80.00
0.00
0.00

Totals re General Funds

5541.73

Note

3(iv)

General
£

Payments
£

7144.16
196.00
7340.16

50.00
110.00

7500.16

383.00
1460.00
716.00
6183.00

Net Profit Net Profit
2021
2020
£
£

-4489.91
889.00
-3600.91

3,235
691
241

71.00
155.35
973.13
363.00
0.00
0.00
80.00
0.00
0.00

-1958.43

Unrestricted Funds Restricted
General Designated
Funds
£
£
£

142
129
316

254

5,008

Total
20201
£

Total
2020
£

3691.40

2785.00

718.60

475.00

4410.00

3260.00

Church Activities
Fees for Weddings, Funerals & Memorials

3691.40

Tiny Toes Toddlers Group

718.60
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Note

Months in 2019/2020
August
September
£
£

July
£
3(v)

Clergy Costs (Manette)
Mileage
Telephone line rental
Telephone Vicarage
Grass Cutting field 2019
Personal Costs
Mileage
Telephone Vicarage
Stationery & Secretarial
Grass Cutting field 2019
Personal Costs
Mileage
Telephone Vicarage
Stationery & Secretarial
Grass Cutting field 2019
Personal Costs

32.40

29.19
October
37.35
16.85

January
22.05
16.52

April
Mileage
Telephone Vicarage
Stationery & Secretarial
Grass Cutting field 2019

Mileage
Telephone Vicarage
Stationery & Secretarial
Total from 2019/2020

31.73

33.75
109.92
61.17
116.70
9.72
11.65
November
December
0.00
40.95
42.75
47.99
3.64
58.40
1.75
February
March
22.05
19.80
48.75
23.21
71.94
30.00
2.20
May
June

7.20

7.20

24.68

0.49

July
Mileage
Telephone Vicarage
Stationery & Secretarial
Grass Cutting field 2019
Personal Costs

Total paid Total paid
in 2021
in 2020
£
£

August
15.75

18.00

33.24

2.06

October November
14.40
9.00

6.30
48.75
87.60
90.00
September
6.75
54.74
0.49
30.00
4.74
December
0.00
78.73
12.91

97.88
109.92
61.17
116.70
50.56

80.00

78.30
42.75
68.48
58.40
1.75
63.90
48.75
111.67
30.00
2.20

20.70
48.75
112.77
90.00
40.50
54.74
35.79
30.00
4.74
23.40
78.73
12.91
1495.46

January
Manette's total paid in 2021
Ben's expenses since Oct
Total paid expenses 2021

Note

3(vi)

0.00
1495.46
102.38
1597.84

102.38

Unrestricted Funds
Restricted
General Designated
Funds
£
£
£
Church Running Expenses
Electricity, water and insurance
Church repairs and maintenance
Furnishing and renewals
Churchyard costs
Tiny Toes Toddler Group
Cost of services
Banking costs
Administration & support costs
Total

8983.57
292.00
0.00
0.00
692.11
292.19
252.00
10511.87
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0.00

Total
2021
£

8983.57
292.00
0.00
0.00
244.00
244.00
692.11
292.19
252.00
244.00 10755.87

80.00

Total
2020
£
7042
1587
884
633
445
259
625
11475

Note
3(vii)

2021
£
Mission Giving & Donations
Bury Christian Youth
Mothers' Union
Bury Town Pastors
Mind
CPO (Inspire)
Barnabus Fund
Crisis
Kagera Appeal
Suffolk Historic Churches Trust

2020
£

0.00
110.00
0.00
50.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
160.00

nil

4. Specific Collections (non PCC funds)
2021
£
Collections for other charities
Christian Solidarity Worldwide
Christian Aid
Church Army
Aid to the Balkans
Royal British Legion

2020
£

238.09
238.09

120
120
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St Peter’s APCM Report
Safeguarding
This is on the agenda at every PCC meeting and we are complying with our duty of care given by the
House of Bishops to ensure the protection of children and vulnerable adults in our church
community. We have adopted the Diocesan statement 'Promoting a Safer Church'.
I have continued to use the new method of applying for DBS clearance, which is working well. There
are new members of staff in the Diocesan Safeguarding team and they have updated the
Safeguarding training, after the delay caused by the Covid pandemic. All members of the PCC are
now using this.
Mary Fawcett

GDPR
The General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) continues to be part of everyone’s lives. It’s very
difficult to monitor everything that goes on within the Church. I regularly check the Information
Commissioner’s Office (ICO) to check any updates that may affect The Benefice. I have noticed that
on a few occasions when emails have been sent out to a group, that the names and email addresses
are visible. Could I please ask, that we all remain vigilant that when emailing a group, please make
sure that all addresses are entered in the BCC column. A recent example of this, was an email sent
to an external company and copied to members of the group, did not confirm to this rule and all
addresses were visible including private emails. The only address that should have been visible was
the Company the email was addressed to (as this email is in the public domain). Please ensure that
in future all emails comply with the BCC rule.
Peter Robinson

Benefice Website and Facebook
The Benefice website and Facebook pages are an integral part of how we as a Church can
communicate with everyone within our Parish. Along with the Newsletter, we have a good
opportunity to reach everyone, young and not so young. We are coming out of two years of
restrictions due to the Covid 19 pandemic. Throughout this period the constant methods for us to
communicate with our Parishioners, were the website and Facebook pages, as at times we were
unable to produce the monthly Newsletter. It is therefore important to ensure that we continue to
use all available formats to communicate our events, services and fundraising requirements.
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To ensure we get complete coverage, all information should be shared with the web administrator
as well as the Editor of the Newsletter. It is virtually impossible to copy articles from an electronic
copy of the newsletter (PDF format) onto the website. The importance of the website and Facebook
is that these media formats can be changed by the day and even by the hour to update a change in
our plans, whereas the Newsletter is only printed once a month. The most recent example of this is
the Coffee Morning and Bring &Buy, where the funds were sent to The Red Cross Appeal for
Ukraine. On the Facebook page alone, nearly 600 people viewed this. The ‘Stand with Ukraine’
advertisement on Facebook reached 2104 people. This is the power of social media.
Our figures for views on the website average 500+ views per month.

Peter Robinson

The Draw Club
The Draw Club has continued throughout the year with monthly draws and a summer and a winter
Grand Draw. Fortunately, we were able to hold our summer Grand Draw as part of a strawberry
and cream tea outside this year in the church grounds and the winter Draw was held during the
Christmas Tree Festival. The annual in-year profit raised for St. Peter's was £851.50. Members have
continued to be loyal and, having lost a few and gained a few, we now have 71 members.
Ann Reeve

Bell Ringing Report
During the period of lockdown and self-distancing regulations, the Suffolk Guild kept us informed of
related legislation.
Many of you will have heard only three bells being run in either Holy Innocents’ or St Peter’s
churches for several months. Bell ringing restrictions were lifted some months ago and we have
been ringing call changes on six bells for Sunday morning services. I would like to thank Sally Veal
for all her hard work organising the ringing. Also to Becky, Carl, Chris, Taff, Simon and Doug for
their support during the last several months. They come from four villages to lend their skills. We
rang for the Remembrance Services, Christmas occasions and weddings in both parishes. Sally has
been brilliant at covering weekday weddings (which seem to be becoming popular), bringing in
friends to assist as many of the above ringers are at work.
I have also welcomed three sets of bell ringing groups over the winter months. One, a farmer, was
most complimentary of our plough used that Sunday in January!
Practice night is on Thursdays from 7.30pm at Holy Innocents Church, Great Barton.
Jill Rood, Tower Captain
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The Monday Bible Study Group
The Bible Study group has always met in people’s homes. As a result, during the pandemic, it was
suspended. The group then awaited the arrival of our new vicar and will discuss future plans with
Rev’d Ben for 2022.
Joy Bolwell

The Mothers Union
Thurston and Great Barton were fortunate enough to enjoy separate groups both going back
several decades and led for many years by Joy Bolwell and Pat Sheppard respectively.
With the pandemic causing health issues for its members and the 2020/21 programmes having to
be abandoned, it was agreed, after a meeting of leaders and committee members on 10th June
2021, that subject to consultation with members and the PCCs, we would join as a benefice group.
Members, the PCCs and the Diocesan MU endorsed this and Diocesan relaxations that revised the
need for formality and committee led groups, made it easy for us to link together on a more
informal basis.
Joy, after fourteen years of dedicated service as our Leader, resigned at the AGM in January. Carol
our Treasurer has also resigned her post after a decade of service. We give a large thank you for all
the hard work put in by ladies over so many years. We now have four ladies who keep MU running.
Pat Sheppard, Linda Scoles, Gill Flower and Jill Rood. Our Treasurer is Mr Peter Jones from Great
Barton.
We had already met together for social events before the merger so knew faces if not names. This
is a fresh start for MU and we are enjoying the 2022 Programme. We meet on the second Tuesday
of each month at 2.30pm either in The Institute (if cold) or St Peters/The Rock. It is easier now with
restrictions lifted to begin to use the Rock again. There are 25 of us that meet and we have indoor
members that receive literature from the Diocese MU, which is keeping them informed.
We began to meet in September 2021 with a joint communion service and had a speaker (on
Rwanda) in October. Rev. Ben gave us a talk in November and we assisted in the village Christmas
fairs. December was an afternoon tea and entertainment. With plans for our AGM in January,
crafting in February, and World Day of Prayer events held in held in our separate villages in March,
2022 promises to build on our successful re-launch in 2021. Refreshments are always available. We
have a Bring and Buy stall and support causes such as knitted hats for Felixstowe, town pastors,
Storehouse and MU Diocesan appeals.
I am sure that the 3 ladies would join me in thanking all members for their support particularly over
the early stages of our joining together when we were feeling our way.
We advertise our meetings on the benefice website, Messenger and the parish newsletter.
Jill Rood
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Deanery Synod Meetings
This year we had some zoom meetings and face-to-face meetings. Topics included finance and
General Synod reports. We also had speakers on subjects from Mission, Red Lodge Resourcing
Church and Bury Town Pastor. The meetings also kept us updated on clergy posts that had been
filled.
Alf Nightingale

The Fabric Report
The fabric of the church both outside and inside as far as can be seen from the ground looks to be
safe and sound. At the time of writing we are waiting for the builder to come and do the annual
cleaning and inspection of the gutters and down pipes on the church, at the same time he will give
a visual inspection of the whole roof.
Christopher Wells

Benefice Choir Report
The choir began singing at services as soon as the COVID regulations allowed. Initially, this involved
restrictions on numbers, the amount of singing per service and the wearing of masks. Prior to choirs
being allowed, we were very grateful to Malcolm Swift who sang some solos. This allowed us to
have some live singing at services and this was recorded for those services that were streamed. I
am very grateful to all members of the choir who continually adapted to the requirements and
remained loyal throughout. Since Reverend Ben arrived at the end of September, the choir has
been excited by the plans to grow the musical life of our churches and the Benefice Choir is looking
forward to next year and beyond.
Joy Bolwell, organist
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